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FROM SLAVES TO SINAI 

STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS 

LESSON 8 
“WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD 

   I WILL PASS OVER YOU!” 
  (Exodus 11:1-12:39) 
 

At the burning bush near Horeb, God gave 

Moses an overview of the coming contest with Pharaoh.  Moses 

was to demand that Israel be allowed to go into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord.  This request was 

going to be denied, as God explained. ―‗But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, 

except under compulsion.  So I will stretch out My hand, and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I 

shall do in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go‖‘ (Exodus 3:19-20).  Only a few details were 

then given to him regarding the ―miracles‖ to come, namely, the rod or staff, which God imbued with 

special power (Exodus 4:2-4) and the turning of the Nile waters into blood (4:9; the other special sign, 

that of the leprous hand, was not used during the actual contest). 

In due time God began to work the series of miracles.  We have already seen the first nine 

of these, with some comments regarding their orderliness and intensity, the prediction and extent of each, 

and the purposes of God in bringing these plagues on Egypt.  At this point in the narrative the ninth 

plague, that of total darkness for three days on all the Egyptians, had just ended.  And Moses now spoke 

to Pharaoh of the tenth and most awesome of them all, which was soon to come. 

In the final verses of chapter 10, Pharaoh angrily demands that Moses and Aaron leave 

his presence, threatening that to do so again will mean their death (v. 28). Moses tells Pharaoh that he is 

right, that he will never see his face again (v. 29). And then, in the 4th verse of chapter 11 Moses seems to 

appear again before Pharaoh, in contradiction to Pharaoh‘s order and to Moses‘ retort. The solution to this 

apparent discrepancy is to observe the way this text (as well as others in Exodus) is structured. 

Several times the ―turn of events‖ is explained by statements which serve to clarify what 

is described in the narrative.  In chapter 11, verses 1-3 and 9-10 are parenthetical explanations. The 

statements that are quoted have been made previous to the event, but are interspersed to explain why 

things are happening as described. Thus, Moses has not left Pharaoh‘s presence at the end of chapter 10 

and returned again to make his statement in verses 4-8 of chapter 11. Instead, verses 4-8 are Moses‘ final 

retort to Pharaoh, made immediately after his demand that Moses leave. Verses 1-3 are cited before the 

announcement of Moses to Pharaoh that the firstborn of Egypt will be slain. This explains how Moses 

knew that this was the final plague, and why Pharaoh will nonetheless reject the warning. Verses 9 and 10 

are also a parenthetical explanation of why Pharaoh stubbornly refused to heed the warning of the 

plagues. 

It happened at at midnight at the beginning of Abib (Nissan) (a'-bib, young ear of barley 

or other grain, Ex 9:31; Lev 2:14):  The first month of the Israelitish year, called Nisan in Neh 2:1; Est 

3:7, is Abib in Ex 13:4; 23:15; 34:18; compare Deut 16:1.  Abib is not properly a name of a month, but 

part of a descriptive phrase, "the month of young ears of grain." - from International Standard Bible 

Encyclopaedia, Electronic Database Copyright (c)1996 by Biblesoft) - basically known by us as ―April.‖ 

At least a million people in Egypt were crying and wailing uncontrollably.  God had just put to death at 

least 250,000 men and children - whoever was classified as a ―firstborn son‖ in Egypt.  With the warning 

in place ahead of time, I would not doubt that some mothers and fathers were possibly holding their sons 

for the last time - realizing that the same God who brought the frogs, lice, pestilence, and hail would make 

good on his threat to put the firstborn sons to death.  It is impossible to imagine the shock and horror of 

these people walking in their rooms or holding their children in their arms for the last few moments, 

knowing what this God of the Israelites was going to do.  As Pharaoh also lost his firstborn son, he finally 

let go.  With a devastated land and stockyard, and a people in uproar, Pharaoh finally said, ―Up! Leave 

my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested.  Take your flocks and 

herds, as you have said, and go.‖  (Ex 12:31-32) The Passover was the final straw that loosened the grip 

on God‘s people. 
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WHY? 

The slaughter of the Egyptians took place a long time ago, and thus we do not have the 

kind of emotional reaction to this account as we have seen to the bombing of Hiroshima or the 

Nazi death camps of Germany.  Nevertheless, we must come to grips with the tremendous moral 

issues which this account raises.  Not only is the slaughter of the Egyptian firstborn the means 

God used to release His people from slavery, it is the angel of the Lord who smote the firstborn.  

In other words, while we can refer to the deaths occasioned by the other plagues as “acts of 

God” (meaning that some natural disaster occurred), this 10th plague is very literally an “act of 

God” for God Himself slew the firstborn of Egypt (Exod. 11:4-8; 12:29). 

How, some will ask, can we find it possible to justify God‟s actions here?  Not only are 

innocent children slaughtered by God here, but the occasion is the basis for an annual 

celebration by Israel, one that is to be carried on forever (Exod. 12:14, etc.).  While the deaths of 

innocent Jews and Japanese are protested, in our text God is to be praised, partially on the basis 

of the slaughter of the Egyptians. Bob Deffinbaugh, Biblical Studies Foundation.  

Long before the tenth plague God told Moses why it was going to happen.  In Exodus 

chapter 4 he told Moses to say, ―This is what the LORD says: ‗Israel is my firstborn son, and I told you, 

‗Let my son go, so he may worship me.‘  But you refused to let him go; so I will kill your firstborn son.‘‖ 

(Ex 4:22-23) 

 Israel was like a firstborn son to Him - the one to whom He would eventually give a 

Promised Land along with the birth the Savior of the world.  Therefore, he treated Israel with special care 

and privileges.  But these Egyptians had not only enslaved God‘s firstborn, they also whipped them, beat 

them, and even threw their baby boys into the Nile River.  All God asked of the Egyptians was to let His 

people go and worship Him for three days.  Three days.  But their high priest and king - the Pharaoh - 

would not even allow this.  Instead he decided to say, ―who is the LORD, that I should listen to him?‖ 

Then, on top of this blasphemy, he decided to abuse God‘s firstborn even more by making them work 

harder than ever before.  It wasn‘t only the Pharaoh who did this - but Pharaoh‘s workers who followed 

through with the command.  So God said to Moses, ―when the time comes for my people to be set free - I 

want Pharaoh to know WHY his son is laying there dead in his arms.  It‘s because you have abused and 

murdered and held MY son captive for long enough! Now let him go!‖  

People sometimes ask, ―How could a ‗loving God‘ willingly go out and slaughter so 

many boys?‖  The only thing that would be the ―final straw‖ to let the Israelites go would be the death of 

the firstborn sons.  So God did what He had to do. 

When it comes down to justice and the law, God does not play around.  When He deals 

with sin, He does not treat it lightly.  He says in Psalm 5:5, ―I hate all who do wrong.‖  He wants 

perfection.  If not, He says in Romans 6:23 that ―the wages of sin is death.‖  If you disobey God‘s law at 

any point, God does not just say that He is going to give you a headache.  He is going to make you die.   

If you do not like a God who does this, then that is not His problem – it is your problem.  

Ultimately, it does not matter what you think of God - but what He thinks of you.  For God to truly be a 

holy God and truly good He must ultimately deal with and destroy evil.  God told Moses on that night, 

―Then you will know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.‖  (Exodus 11:7)  You 

are either for Him or against Him.  There is no in between. 

The tenth and final plague is described in several phases.  The first is the pronouncement 

to Pharaoh by Moses that this plague is about to come upon all of Egypt.  The second is the instructions 

given to the Israelites regarding the Passover, which is God‘s means of protecting His people from the 

plague.  Finally, there is a brief account given of the plague itself, just as God had said through Moses. 

 

I. THE FORECAST OF THE TENTH PLAGUE (Exodus 11:1-10) 
A. God’s Provision for His People (Exodus 11:1-8) 

1. The announcement to Pharaoh (verse 1) 

The special revelation now given to the king was that there was to be one more plague, 

that it would fall ―on Pharaoh and on Egypt‖ - not on Israel - that it would result finally in the 

departure of God‘s people, and that Pharaoh would hasten the exodus of the Israelites driving 

them out of the land. 

2. The attitude of the Egptians (verses 2-3) 
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As Moses had learned previously (Exodus 3:21-22), not only were the Israelites to leave 

with Pharaoh‘s encouragement, they were to go with articles of silver and gold pressed on them 

by their Egyptian neighbors.  They were told to ask for these things (not ―borrow‖ as in the King 

James Version).  Apparently this was accomplished before the tenth plague struck, since ―the 

Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.  Furthermore, the man Moses himself 

was greatly esteemed in the land of Egypt, both in the sight of Pharaoh‘s servants and in the sight 

of the people.‖  After the death of the firstborn, the feelings were apparently somewhat different 

(see Exodus 12:33-36 and compare Psalm 105:38). 

3. The predicted calamity (verses 4-6) 

These words were spoken by Moses to Pharaoh, ―‗Thus says the Lord,‖‘ he declared, 

―‗all the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die.‖‘ Not only would this include the eldest child of 

the king but also that of the lowest servant.  The animals were to be included, too.  It would occur 

at the midnight hour of some unspecified day and there would be an unprecedented cry of anguish 

and lamentation throughout Egypt. 

4. The special protection (verses 7-8) 

As Moses continued his announcement, the king learned that, as with the most recent 

plagues (specifically, from the insects onward), Israel would be spared.  Pharaoh would then 

―understand how the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.‖ Moses then foretold 

how the servants of the king, presumably acting on his instructions, would come to Moses, bow 

to him, and tell him to lead Israel out of the land.  Moses concluded this final confrontation by 

saying, ―‗And after that I will go out.‖‘ Then, in righteous indignation, he left Pharaoh‘s presence. 

B. Summary of the Nine Plagues (Exodus 11:9-10) 

These two verses reflect back over the previous months and the miracles which God had 

wrought.  There is reference, too, to the hardened heart of the Egyptian monarch and his refusal to 

grant Moses‘ demand to let Israel go.  This brief passage serves to recap the past on the eve of the 

tenth visitation of judgment. 
 

II. THE LORD’S PASSOVER (Exodus 12:1-28) 

 

A. The Sacrificial Lamb (Exodus 12:1-6) 

1. The time of year (verses 1-3a) 

The children of Israel have historically operated according to two different calendars, one 

civil and the other religious.  According to the former, a new year begins in the fall on the first 

day of the month Tisri (at or about the time of the autumnal equinox; see Leviticus 23:24ff and 

Numbers 29:1).   

A new religious calendar was given to the nation at this time.  Since the Passover was the 

commencement of a new life, the month (of Abib (Nissan) , cf. 13:4) was to be viewed, from 

this time forward, as the first month of the year (Exod. 12:1-2).  The Passover lamb was to be 

purchased or selected on the 10th day of the month, and slaughtered at twilight on the evening of 

the 14th. 

2. Description of the animal (verses 3b-6) 

The word translated ―lamb‖ refers to either a sheep or a goat of any age (see verse 5). The 

Passover animal was to be a male yearling, either a goat or a sheep (12:5).  There was to be one 

sacrificial animal per household, unless the family was too small to consume one. Under such 

circumstances, two families could share one (12:4).  There was to be provision of enough meat 

for each person to be adequately supplied.  The Lord instructed that the lamb was to be a year-

old male, which was without blemish (i.e., not blind, broken, maimed or diseased; see Leviticus 

22:18-25). 

3. The sacrifice (verse 6) 

Four days following the selection, each lamb was to be killed ―at twilight‖ (literally, 

―between the two evenings,‖ i.e., probably late afternoon at what we call dusk or twilight; (see 

Exodus 16:12 and Deuteronomy 16:6). 
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B. The Blood and the Flesh (Exodus 12:7-13) 

The blood of the animal was to be put on the sides and tops of the door frames where the 

animal was to be eaten (12:7). This blood was to serve as a sign, which would protect the Israelites 

from the death angel (12:13, 23). 

Meantime, the flesh was to be roasted by fire and eaten along with unleavened bread and 

bitter herbs.  All of it was to be cooked; to eat any part raw or to boil it in water, the customary way 

to prepare meat, was forbidden.  Any portion not consumed was to be destroyed by fire in the 

morning.  None was to be saved. 

The Lord also commanded that the meal be eaten by people who were prepared to leave 

their homes at a moment‘s notice.  Exodus 12:11: ―This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak 

tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the 

LORD's Passover. (NIV) 

[Your shoes on your feet] This seems particularly mentioned because not 

customary. "The easterns throw off their shoes when they eat, because it would be 

troublesome," says Sir J. Chardin, "to keep their shoes upon their feet, they sitting cross-

legged on the floor, and having no hinder quarters to their shoes, which are made like 

slippers; and as they do not use tables and chairs as we do in Europe, but have their 

floors covered with carpets, they throw off their shoes when they enter their apartments, 

lest they should soil those beautiful pieces of furniture." On the contrary the Israelites 

were to have their shoes on, because they were now about to commence their journey. It 

was customary among the Romans to lay aside their shoes when they went to a banquet. 

The servants took them off them when they entered the house, and returned them when 

they departed to their own habitations.” - (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic 

Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft) 

The significance of all this is stated next.  “For I will go through the land 

of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the first-born in the land of Egypt, both man and 

beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments--I am the Lord.  And the blood 

shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, 

and no plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”(Ex. 12:112) 

“There appears also to be an allusion to this former judgment in Isa 19:1: 

Behold, the Lord-shall come into Egypt, and the idols, 'ªliyleey (OT:457), of Egypt shall be 

moved at his presence. And in Jer 43:13: „The houses of the gods‟, baateey (OT:1004) 

'ªloheey (OT:430), of the Egyptians shall he burn with fire‟.  The rabbis say that „when 

Israel came out of Egypt, the holy blessed God threw down all the images of their 

abominations, and they were broken to pieces.‟  When a nation was conquered, it was 

always supposed that their gods had either abandoned them or were overcome. Thus, 

Egypt was ruined, and their gods confounded and destroyed by Yahweh. See the note at Ex 

11:7.- Ibid 

Those first passover lambs, thousands of them, and all those that were sacrificed in the 

centuries that followed, millions of them, all pointed forward to THE Lamb.  Jesus alone was truly 

unblemished and could bear our sins in His own body on the Cross (I Corinthians 15:3 and I Peter 

2:24).  His blood alone fully cleanses us from all sin (I John 1:7).  And on that night long ago, each 

Israelite who obeyed God and put the blood on the entrance to his house found his firstborn child 

and the firstborn of his animals alive in the morning.  The blood made each one safe! 

C. The Memorial Feast (Exodus 12:14-20) 

Not only was the fourteenth of Nisan to be the Lord‘s Passover, it was to be immediately 

followed by the feast of unleavened bread, a feast that was to further memorialize the exodus from 

Egypt.  It was to be kept for seven days, that period of time no doubt corresponding to the seven 

days of creation and indicating completeness.   

Bread which is not leavened is that which contains no yeast or other rising catalyst.  

Leaven in the Bible symbolizes sin (see Matthew 16:6-12; note also I Corinthians 5:7, where the 

evil of leaven is mentioned along with ―Christ our Passover‖).  Therefore, it was to be excluded 

during these days.  In this way God indicated that holiness and purity of life was to characterize His 
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people through the days of the exodus and beyond.  To partake of any leaven meant being ―cut off 

from the congregation of Israel‖ (verse 19).   

D. The First Celebration (Exodus 12:21-28) 

The Passover was a corporate celebration in that all Israel observed the meal, just as 

Moses had instructed them (12:28, 50).  On the other hand, the meal was a family matter.  Each 

family was responsible for its own sacrificial animal, its own act of placing the blood on the door 

frame, and its own celebration of the meal.   

There is no specific mention of any Egyptians celebrating the first Passover, although this 

is possible, even likely.  This possibility is enhanced by the report that some Egyptians had taken 

heed of previous warnings (9:18-21).  Also, in the instructions God gave concerning the future 

observance of Passover, foreigners who placed themselves under the Abrahamic Covenant (as 

signified by circumcision) were allowed to participate, with no distinctions made between them 

and (other) Israelites (12:43-49).  Those who did not refrain from eating leavened bread were to be 

banned from the congregation of Israel, whether or not he was a native Israelite (cf. 12:19). 

Moses communicated all of the instructions to the assembled elders of Israel.  These in 

turn were to direct the people regarding the Passover and feast of unleavened bread.   

These verses contain two additional points in verse 22.  (1) Hyssop is specified as the 

instrument for applying the blood to the doors, and (2) the people were to remain in their houses 

throughout the night.  We do not know if these matters were included in God‘s original revelation 

or whether Moses added them of his own accord.  In any case, the main point is that there was to 

be no safety unless one was protected by the blood.  The people received this word as indeed 

coming from God.  They ―bowed low and worshipped‖ and then proceeded to obey Him. 

 

III. THE DEATH OF THE FIRSTBORN (Exodus 12:29-39) 

There is absolutely no sensationalism here, but only the most cursory account of the 

fulfillment of the Word of the Lord, spoken through Moses.  At midnight, the firstborn of the 

Egyptians were slain, from the king of Egypt to its cattle, from the firstborn of the Pharaoh to that of 

the prisoner.  The weeping and wailing that night was not like anything ever heard in the land before.  

At the same time, none of Israel‘s firstborn, whether man or beast, was smitten. God‘s promises, for 

pleasure or pain, of prosperity or peril, are certain.  There is no need to elaborate further. 

A. The Great Cry in Egypt (Exodus 12:29-30) 

When the Lord moved over Egypt that night there was not a single household untouched, 

except where He saw the blood.  In the palace of the king, in the hut of the lowliest serf, and in all 

the houses in between, as well as in the stables and the barns and in the wilds (―cattle‖ should read 

―beasts‖ or ―animals‖), there was death for the eldest or firstborn.  Presumably the Egyptians had 

no warning of the precise midnight, whereas Israel knew it would be on Passover night.  Perhaps 

Pharaoh and his subjects had already faced a number of nights with much fear.  In time it is 

possible that some began to relax a little, feeling that this plague might not really occur.   

“When the Lord moved over Egypt that night there was not a single household 

untouched, except where He saw the blood.  In the palace of the king, in the hut of the 

lowliest serf, and in all the houses in between, as well as in the stables and the barns and 

in the wilds (“cattle” should read “beasts” or “animals”), there was death for the eldest 

or firstborn.  Presumably the Egyptians had no warning of the precise midnight, whereas 

Israel knew it would be on Passover night.  Perhaps Pharaoh and his subjects had 

already faced a number of nights with much fear.  In time it is possible that some began 

to relax a little, feeling that this plague might not really occur.  But, although sometimes 

it may appear that judgment on evil will not come, in due time it must come.  “Because 

the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons 

of men among them are given fully to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11; see also Psalm 73 and 

Proverbs 14:21 and 16:25).  The Egyptians discovered this truth, “and Pharaoh arose in 

the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in 

Egypt, for there was no home where there was not someone dead” (verse 30).-Robert  

Stevens, Church bible Studies 
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“The firstborn of all the Egyptians were smitten, while those of the Israelites were 

spared. We must acknowledge that God had the right (as He still does) to smite the 

firstborn of Egypt. Indeed, He had the right to smite the firstborn of Israel as well, and 

this would have happened apart from the provision of the Passover lamb and the 

shedding of its blood. God therefore struck down the Egyptian firstborn while He spared 

the Israelite firstborn. Because the sparing of the Israelite firstborn was not a matter of 

merit, but of grace, God owned them. Since He had spared their lives, He possessed 

them. The rite of redeeming the firstborn was a constant reminder to the Israelites of all 

subsequent generations that the firstborn belonged to God, and that this was due to the 

sparing of the firstborn at the Exodus. Thus, every time the first boy was born to an 

Israelite family, the parents were reminded of their “roots” and the reason for their 

blessing, and every child was retold the story of the exodus.”.-Definbaugh 

B. The Command to Leave (Exodus 12:31-33) 

1. By Pharaoh (verses 31-32) 

While it was still night, the king called for the two brothers (or perhaps in view of Exodus 

10:29, his message was delivered to them by his officials).  He ordered all the Israelis and all their 

animals to go to worship God.  He even asked for a blessing from them!  Had he finally come to 

the point of acknowledging the One, true God?  It certainly appears so.  There is, of course, no 

genuine faith in Him, but certainly a willingness, even an eagerness, to obey.  And yet, as we 

shall see, he soon changed his mind yet again and sought to catch the Israelites before they could 

leave Egypt.  The command to leave was no surprise to Moses, for God had told him, ―under 

compulsion he shall let them go, and under compulsion he shall drive them out of his land‖ 

(Exodus 6:1, see also 3:19). 

2. By the people (verse 33) 

The inhabitants of the land were as eager to see the Israelis leave as was their king.  

Many were aware that it was their God who had brought the plagues upon them (Exodus 8:19, 

9:20-21, 10:7).  At the same time it is recorded that they were granted favor in the sight of the 

Egyptians who offered them articles of silver and gold as well as clothing (Exodus 3:21-22, 

11:2-3, and 12:35-36).  No doubt this was in part a payment for their years as slaves.  Thus did 

God providentially provide riches for His people.  There is no Biblical record that these gifts 

were ever used for anything but personal adornment. 

C. The Journey of Israel to Succoth (Exodus 12:34-29) 

1. Their belongings (verses 34-36) 

The stage was now set for the first phase of the exodus itself.  Perhaps it was still dark 

when the first groups began to move toward Succoth (precise location unknown, but probably 

southeastward from Rameses).  They had in hand not only the gifts given to them, but also 

quantities of unleavened bread (for the seven-day feast which would begin at next sundown) and 

the kneading bowls which would be so necessary for food preparation.  They had partaken of the 

Passover meal while fully clothed, staffs in hand, so that there was little delay in the 

actual.departure.  They only needed to burn the leftover lambs, per God‘s instructions. 

2. Their number (verse 37) 

The departure within the space of a few hours of 600,000 men, not counting the 

―children‖ (literally, ―families,‖ that is, women and all under age 21) was a remarkable feat.  The 

total number of people is estimated to have exceeded two million!  In addition there were many 

servants as well as animals.  It seems evident that they lived throughout the land of Goshen and 

that only the main party left from Rameses.  The principle rendezvous point was Succoth, 

although the multitude were no doubt scattered over a large area nearby.  The warm spring 

weather there was little need for shelter. 

The increase in the number of Jacob‘s descendents from seventy to two million in the 

space of four centuries is unequalled in recorded history.  It has been shown many times that, 

while it is remarkable and shows an exceptional rate of increase, there is nothing impossible 

about it.  It was certainly no problem to God to see to the number and then to provide for their 

travel as a single body.  
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IV. THE MEANING OF THE PASSOVER 

 

A. The meaning for Israel 

1. A Memorial  

―This observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that 

the Law of the Lord is to be on your lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt with his mighty 

hand‖ (Exod. 13:9; cf. 13:14, 16; 3:20). 

2. A means of instruction for the future generations of Israel (Exod. 12:26-27; 13:8, 14-16).  

God directed that the meaning of the celebration was to be explained to the children 

(13:8) and when a child asks the meaning of a celebration, the parent is to teach its significance 

(12:26-27; 13:14). 

3 A means of incorporating circumcised Gentiles in the covenant of God to Abraham  

(Exod. 12:38, 43-49). Those who ate anything leavened during the week of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread were to be excluded from the community of Israel, whether this person was 

an Israelite or a foreigner (12:19).  No uncircumcised person could partake of the Passover, but 

by receiving circumcision - that is, by identifying oneself with the Abrahamic Covenant.- even a 

foreigner could partake of Passover, and with no distinctions between this individual and an 

Israelite. Thus, circumcision enabled one to participate fully in the Passover celebration. 

Passover thus was a kind of dividing line between a true believer and an outsider. Since a 

number of foreigners accompanied the Israelites out of Egypt (12:38), this was a necessary 

distinction.  

4. The Passover Lamb was a type of the Messiah, the ―Lamb of God‖ through whom God would 

bring redemption to both Israel and the Gentiles  

(Exod. 12:5-7, 46-47). This was likely not immediately perceived, but there are several 

similarities between the Passover lamb and the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.   

a. The sacrificial lamb was to be without defect (Exod. 12:5), just as the Lord Jesus was without 

blemish (1 Peter 1:19).  

b. It was the shed blood of the lamb which saved Israel‘s firstborn from the plague (Exod. 

12:12-13, 22-23), just as it is the shed blood of the Lamb of God which saves men from the 

judgment of God (1 Peter 1:18-19; Rev. 5:9).  

c. As there was to be no bone broken of the Passover lamb (Exod. 12:46), so no bone of our 

Lord was broken (John 19:32-36).  

5. The Passover served as a judgment on the gods of Egypt, whom the Israelites had worshipped in 

Egypt (cf. Josh. 24:14).  

Because the Israelites had also worshipped the gods of Egypt, the judgment of these gods 

caused God‘s people to turn from their false worship, at least for the moment.  Ridding them of 

their false worship entirely was a much more long-term operation, but this was at least a 

beginning. 

6. The Passover was for Israel a manifestation of God‘s power.  

One of the most commonly repeated phrases employed in conjunction with the Passover 

is ―with a mighty hand‖ (Exod. 13:3, 9, 14, 16; cf. 15:6, 12; 16:3 

7. The Passover and the plague of the firstborn was proof of God‘s possession of Israel.  

When Moses spoke to Pharaoh about the Israelites, he said, ―Let My son go, that he may 

serve Me‖ (Exod. 4:23). The fact that God claimed to possess the firstborn, so that they needed 

to be redeemed (13:1-2; 11-16), evidenced God‘s ownership. When God freed the Israelites, He 

did so that they may become His servants.   

8. The Passover was another evidence of the grace of God in the lives of His people.  

Had Israel been worthy, there would have been no need of the sacrifice of the Passover 

lamb, with its blood applied to the door frame.  The firstborn of Israel were spared due to the 

grace of God alone.  God‘s provision of a means of escape was based upon His grace, not 

Israel‘s merits. 

B. The Meaning for the Church (John 1:29, 36; Luke 22:1-23; 1 Cor. 5:1-8; Rev. 5:6-14) 

John the Baptist could thus identify and introduce our Lord as Israel‘s Messiah by the 

words, ―Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!‖ (John 1:29).  
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The Passover meal was very naturally transformed into the Lord‘s Table.  Thus, in the 

gospel accounts, we find the death of Christ corresponding with the sacrifice of the Passover 

sacrificial lambs and the Passover meal (cf. Luke 22:1-23).   

Paul clearly identified the Lord Jesus as the Passover lamb: ―For Christ, our Passover 

lamb, has been sacrificed‖ (1 Cor. 5:7). One can see that the first Passover, along with each 

subsequent annual remembrance of Passover, was an event of great significance, one which was to 

be celebrated from that time on.  

1. Because Christ is our Passover Lamb, we are God‘s possession.  

Every child of God belongs to God, and must live in the light of belonging to Him. ―You 

are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body‖ (1 Cor. 

6:19-20). ―You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men‖ (1 Cor. 7:23). 

Since the firstborn of the Israelites belonged to God, they had to sacrifice them (in the 

case of an animal, except for the donkey, 13:13), or (in the case of a son) to offer a sacrifice to 

redeem them.  Because God has spared us from His wrath by His mercy, we are to offer 

ourselves as a living sacrifice: ―Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God‘s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - which is your spiritual worship‖ 

(Rom. 12:1). 

Because Christians have been redeemed by the Lamb of God, they do not belong to 

themselves, and they must therefore live out their lives as a living sacrifice to God.  

2. Because Christ is our Passover lamb, we must live our lives in purity, in holy living.   

In I Corinthians, we read, “Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without 

yeast - as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Therefore let us 

keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread 

without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Cor. 5:6-8). 

The principle on which Paul based his instruction was that of the relationship between the 

sacrifice of the Passover lamb and the observance of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The 

sacrifice of the Passover lamb set in motion the Feast of Unleavened Bread.   

3. The Passover teaches us the important role played by spiritual ceremonies . 

By the annual observance of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, God not only 

reminded His people of His mighty deeds in the past, but also taught them concerning the future. 

The institution of the Lord‘s Table (―communion‖) serves the same purposes.  The observance 

of the Lord‘s Table reminds the Christian of the salvation which our Lord accomplished by His 

death, burial, and resurrection (cf. Lu. 22:14-22; 1 Cor. 11:17-34).  

C. The meaning of the Passover plague for the Egyptians 

1. The Passover and the plague of the firstborn was a defeat of Egypt‘s gods:  

―On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and 

animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt; I am the Lord‖ (Exod. 12:12). As 

the tenth and final plague, the smiting of the firstborn of Egypt conclusively proved that the 

―gods‖ of Egypt were powerless, non-existent, while the God of Israel was all-powerful. 

2. The Passover and the plague of the firstborn served as the final blow, which compelled the 

Egyptians to let the Israelites go. (Exod. 3:20; 6:1; 11:1; 12:31-32).  

After the death of the firstborn of Egypt, the Egyptians did not want to be reminded of 

their grief by seeing the Israelites. Thus, this final plague brought the Egyptians to the point 

where they virtually compelled the Israelites to leave. This plague accomplished precisely what 

God intended, and what Moses had been asking for all along. 

3. The plague of the firstborn was an appropriate punishment of Egyptians for their oppression of 

Israel (Gen. 15:14; Exod. 1 and 2; 7:14ff.).  

God had told Abraham that the oppressive nation (which we now know to be Egypt) 

which would enslave Israel would be punished (Gen. 15:14).  The plague of the firstborn was 

exceedingly appropriate since the Egyptians were seeking to kill all of the male babies born to 

the Israelites (cf. Exod. 1:22). 

4. The Passover was an act of grace, as well as an act of judgment.  

The plagues revealed the powerlessness of the gods of Egypt, and the power of the God 

of Israel.  The plagues pointed out the sin of the Egyptians and their need to repent and believe 
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in the God of Israel.  While the account is not written to underscore the conversion of Egyptians 

there is ample evidence to suggest that some of the Egyptians were converted to true faith in the 

God of Israel. 

5. The Passover was an occasion for God to manifest His great power:  

―But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that 

my name might be proclaimed in all the earth‖ (Exod. 9:16). Like it or not, God is the Creator of 

the universe (in general) and of man (in particular). As man‘s Creator, God is absolutely justified 

in dealing with His creation as He sees fit (cf. Romans 9). When the sinfulness of man is added 

to his creatureliness, God‘s wrath is even more clearly seen to be right. 

D. The meaning of the Passover for unbelieving men and women today 

The Passover is a clear picture of God‘s grace.  Every person in Egypt, whether an 

Israelite or an Egyptian, was worthy of God‘s divine judgment.  The reason why men find the 

judgment of God in the smiting of the firstborn so difficult to justify is that they do not grasp the 

seriousness of their own sin.  The reason why we have so much difficulty with the subject of 

judgment is that we fail to comprehend the immensity of our sin.  The striking of the firstborn of 

Egypt should cause us to rethink the matter of sin, and the redemption by blood of the Israelites 

should make us appreciate God‘s amazing grace. 

 

 

Passover Meal Items: – from 

http://www.annieshomepage.com/passover2.html 
 

Zeroa - Roasted Lamb Shank Bible Passage about the "LAMB": Exodus 12:3-7 

How to cook and eat the lamb: "Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but 

roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof" Exodus 12:9 

What to wear: "And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your 

feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD's 

passover" Exodus 12:11 

Removal of Yeast: -- Christian Connection: "Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is 

sacrificed for us." 1 Corinthians 5:7 

Maror or Horseradish --- the bitterness of the experience Exodus 12:8 

"And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; 

and with bitter herbs they shall eat it." Exodus 12:22a & Hebrews 12:15 & James 

3:14 

Leftovers: "And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which 

remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire" Exodus 12:10 

Charoset - Chopped Nuts and Apples in Wine --- the building mortar used by the 

Hebrews in their forced labor. In ancient times, if no apples were available figs and 

dates were used. (Exodus 1:14)  

Roasted Egg --- Beitseh, a roasted egg, that recalls the Chagigah, the festival 
sacrifice offered in the Temple on the three pilgrimage holidays of Pesach, Shavuot, 

and Sukkot. Deuteronomy 16:16 

Karpas - the green herb or vegetable usually parsley ---  

Matzah - a flat, unleavened bread--- Exodus 29:7 & Deuteronomy 16:3 

Exodus 12:8 -- "And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and 
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unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it." Arrange three matzahs on 

the table in front of the leader, ideally in a special three-section matzah dish. 

Wine --- Set out the wine. You'll need enough to serve four glasses to everyone 

present 

Salt Water --- symbolizes the blood of the first Passover lamb, also the tears shed 

by the Israelites slaves. We also recall Israel's baptism in the Red Sea. (Exodus 

14:22)  

Horseradish --- Encarta says that "horseradish signifies the bitterness of the 
experience, and a mixture of chopped nuts and apples in wine symbolizes the building 

mortar used by the Hebrews in their forced labor." 

Items for the Table: Put at each guest's place the following: a haggadah (Passover 

prayer book), a wine glass, matzah, maror, charoset, salt water, karpas and a hard-

boiled egg. 

Elijah's Cup: --- Set out a special goblet to be filled with wine for the prophet 

Elijah --- from Malachi 3:23: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the Prophet before the 

coming of the great and terrible day of the Eternal. And he shall turn the heart of 

the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers..." 

HAGGADAH: means "the Telling" 

Seder: means "Order", as in order of service  

 

 
 

Key Terms - From Judaiam 101 - http://www.jewfaq.org/holidaya.htm 

Note: Pronunciations are intended to reflect the way these terms are most commonly pronounced by Jews 

in the United States, and may not be strictly technically correct.  

Term Meaning Pronunciation Hebrew 

Pesach Passover PAY-sahkh or PEH-sahkh  

Matzah Unleavened bread MAHTZ-uh  

Chametz Leavened things KHUH-mitz  

Seder 
Home ritual performed on the first 

two nights of Pesach 
SAY-d'r  

Haggadah The book read during the seder huh-GAH-duh  

 


