FROM SLAVES TO SINAI
STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS
LESSON 7

“I AM THE LORD!”
(Exodus 9:1 - 10:29)

The Ten Plagues were:

1. Waters of the Nile River were turned to blood

2. Swarms of frogs were everywhere

3. Mosquitoes and Gnats covered the land

4. Flies covered the land

5. Cattle became sick and died

6. Boils (sores) broke out on both man and beasts

7. Hail, which destroyed more crops

8. Locusts

9. Thick darkness that covered the land, except the Land of Goshen.

10. First born sons died, where the blood of the Lamb was not placed
over the doorposts and lintels.

This lesson discusses the fifth through the ninth plagues.

Beginning with the fourth of these wonders, Israel was exempted by God from the
effects. As we move now to consider the fifth through the ninth plagues, we shall see, among other
things, the continued protection of Israel and the steady hardening of a heart that was already hard against
God and His will.

I. THE SECOND GROUP OF PLAGUES (Exodus 9:1 - 10:29)
A. Plague 5: Pestilence On The Livestack(Exodus 9:1-7)

The sequence of events continued to follow the normal pattern of that which occurred
naturally in the land, albeit with much greater intensification than anything previously experienced.
After the plagues of gnats and insects there came a grievous pestilence or cattle disease among the
Egyptian livestock. The animals particularly mentioned include horses, donkeys, camels, as well as
“herds” and “flocks.” None was spared, yet not one of the Israeli animals died, thus showing God’s
favor and power. But Pharaoh refused to acknowledge God’s sovereignty, despite the precise
forecasting of the plague (verse 5-6).

Speculations as to what the cause of death was are simply that. By whatever means, God
virtually wiped out the cattle of the Egyptians. Since wealth was measured largely in terms of cattle,
this was an economic disaster. The gods of Egypt were once again proven to be lifeless and useless:

“... many animals were sacred (cf. 8:26), particularly, as stated earlier, the

bull which represented the god Apis or Re, and the cow which represented Hathor,
the goddess of love, beauty, and joy. Hathor was depicted in the form of a woman
with the head (or sometimes only the horns) of a cow. Also Khnum was a ram-
god.” - John Hannah, “Exodus,” The Bible Knowledge Commentary

1. (1-4) Moses warns Pharaoh.

a. In mercy, God instructs Moses to give another warning, so that Pharaoh would have
opportunity to repent; but Pharaoh ignores another opportunity.

b. In this appeal, it is clear that God wants Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go for the sake of
the Lord God (Let My people go, that they may serve Me); not even so much for the sake of the
children of Israel themselves.

2. (5-7) The death of the diseased livestock.
a. This plague was directed against the Egyptian god Hathor, who was thought to be a
mother goddess was in the form of a cow; in addition, Egyptian religions considered cattle
sacred and the cow was often a symbol of fertility. God is showing that He is mightier than
this imagined pagan god.
b. There is a ancient record of a battle the Egyptians lost because their enemies put a
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herd of cattle in front of their advancing troops; the Egyptians would not shoot at the opposing
army for fear of accidentally killing the "sacred" cattle.

c. The Pharaoh: Pharaoh was told by Moses that the Israelites would be spared, and cared enough
to confirm this - yet, he did not change his heart when it was proven that Moses was exactly
right!

B. Plague 6: Boils (Exodus 9:8-12)

Moses followed God’s instructions to throw handfuls of “soot from a kiln . toward the sky
in the sight of Pharaoh.” This was a common practice among the Egyptian priests in seeking the
blessings of their gods. This time, however, there was no blessing but rather the onset of the next
plague. Whether it was bubonic plague or some form of leprosy or something else, the result was
boils and sores on man and beast. Inasmuch as all the field cattle died in the fifth plague, this one
attacked other sorts of animals; it is not reported whether death was the result or merely pain and
inconvenience. As with the third, this one was not announced in advance to Pharaoh. As in every
preceding case, he again continued to choose to disobey God, refusing freedom of worship to the
Israelites.

Hannah writes, “The Egyptians, fearfully aware of epidemics, worshiped Sekhmet, a lion-
headed goddess with alleged power over disease; Sunu, the pestilence god; and Isis, goddess of
healing.”

This plague was probably directed against the Egyptian god /mhotep There is another
humorous note here. The magicians are not only unable to rid the land of Egypt of the boils, they are
also so afflicted themselves that they cannot even show up to stand before Moses. The expression,
“Physician, heal thyself,” surely applies here.

1. (8-10) The plague of boils comes without previous announcement.

a. As the third plague in this second set of three, this plague comes without warning - God has

chosen to not mercifully give Pharaoh a previous opportunity to turn.

b. The idea behind the Hebrew word for boil is "to burn"; it has the idea of a swelling, painful,
skin inflammation, and as with some of the previous plagues, this one also affects people and
animals.

2. (11-12) The effect of the boils on the magicians of Egypt.
a. The court magicians) were stricken with this plague.

C. The Seventh Plague: Hail (Exodus 9:13-35)
Powerful hail storms that destroyed the standing crops. The hail stones were so big that any people
or animals caught outside in the storm were killed. Egypt is a long narrow valley along the Nile
surrounded by desert. That creates a wind tunnel. Hail is quite common down that wind tunnel but
nothing like this hail. They had never seen anything like this hail. We know from their records that
a catastrophe was considered by the Egyptians to be the wrath of the gods and meant they were to
clean up their act. They weren't being pious enough. They weren't being faithful enough to the
rituals. They weren't living properly. So a number of them began to clean up their act and bring
their servants, themselves and their livestock into safety. But who couldn't do that? Who had put
himself in a position where he really couldn't do it? Pharaoh. And he is going to have an economic
disaster. So some did as the Lord said and some didn't

Usually, this plague is referred to as “the plague of hail” (cf. NIV). This, however, is
only partly true. In reality, the plague is the worst thunderstorm in Egypt’s history (9:18). The death
and destruction which occurs is the result of both hailstones and lightening (v. 24).

This plague begins the third and final trilogy of plagues. Things get considerably worse,
and the account of the plagues become more lengthy and detailed. These last plagues begin with the
warning that unless Pharaoh releases the Israelites, God will “send the full force of His plagues
against Pharaoh and Egypt” (v. 14). God could have legitimately and easily wiped out all of Egypt
in one blow, but He did not (v. 15). Now, if Pharaoh persists in his hardness of heart, things will get
considerably worse.

In verse 16 Moses explains why God has allowed Pharaoh’s stubbornness to persist. God
raised Pharaoh up for the purpose of hardening his heart and thus of providing the occasion for God
to manifest His power to men. That God is free to do so is the point Paul makes in Romans chapter
9, citing this statement to Pharaoh as an example.
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1. (13-21) Moses warns Pharaoh and the Egyptians of the plague of hail.

a. In this extended warning, God lets Pharaoh know who is in control; as bad as it has been, it has
only been by God’s mercy that Pharaoh and Egypt have not been cut off from the earth.

b. God goes so far as to demonstrate to Pharaoh that even his resistance is being used for God’s
glory; that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.

c. God invites Pharaoh and the Egyptians to trust Him by recommending precautions before the
plague; some took God’s invitation, but others did not.

d. Exodus 9:15: "For if by now I had put forth My hand and struck you and your people with
pestilence, you would then have been cut off from the earth.”

Why did He give them 7 to 10 months? Because He was giving them time to repent, time to
make the decision, the decision that says, "I want the best. I want the God who has
demonstrated in my life that He is the true God, that He is the best." So He is giving them 7 to
10 months to view the evidence and make the right decision.

2. (22-26) A plague of hail and lightning, making fire from the heavens.

a. This would have been the most frightening plague thus far; it would have seemed that the wrath
of God was pouring down from heaven in all severity.

b. This plague was directed against several Egyptian gods; notable among them would be as Nut,
the sky goddess.

3. (27-35) Pharaoh’s false repentance; his heart grows harder.

a. Pharaoh words of repentance (I have sinned this time. The Lord is righteous, and my people
and I are wicked) sound picture perfect; but this repentance hasn’t worked its way into his
heart. Pharaoh is grieved at the consequences of sin, but not the sin itself.

b. Yet, Moses is starting to learn, and to discern: I know that you will not yet fear the Lord God.
Moses knew the promise to touch Pharaoh’s firstborn (Exodus 4:22-23) had not yet been
fulfilled.

c. He sinned yet more: hardening our hearts against God is sin; failure to repent when God
graciously answers our plea is sin; ignoring His rich mercies is sin.

D. The Eighth Plague: Locusts in such great numbers that the ground was covered with them.
(Exodus 10:1-20)
1. They devoured everything that survived the hail storm.

The previous plague of the thunderstorm had destroyed the flax and barley crops, but the wheat

and spelt crops were not destroyed, because they matured later on (9:31). The locusts would wipe

out the wheat and the spelt crops. This plague would, God said, give the Israelites something to
tell their grandchildren about (10:1-2). When Moses foretold of the coming of the locusts on the
next day, Pharaoh’s officials pled with the king to let the Israelites go (10:7). Egypt, they

protested, was ruined, so why incur any further disasters? Pharaoh offered to let the men go, but

not the women, and then drove Moses and Aaron out of his presence (10:10-11).

When the plague struck Egypt, Pharaoh confessed that he had sinned against God and against the

Israelites. He asked Moses for forgiveness, and that he pray for the plague to be removed (10:16-

17). A strong west wind carried the locusts into the Red Sea. When the plague was removed,

Pharaoh returned to his old ways, and would not let Israel go (10:20).

2. (1-6) God tells Moses to bring another warning to Pharaoh.

a. Exodus 9:34 says he [Pharaoh] hardened his heart; yet in Exodus 10:1, the Lord says I have
hardened his heart. Which was true? Both; one does not deny the other. In hardening
Pharaoh’s heart, God was allowing him to have what he, in his sinful desires, wanted - a hard
heart.

b. God declares to Moses that what He does is not only for the sake of the generation of Moses
and Pharaoh; it is for your son and your sons’ son. God does mighty works among us so that
we can encourage generations to come.

c. Getting to the heart of the matter, God warns Pharaoh to humble yourself before Me, or the
worst plague of locusts ever seen will come upon Egypt. Pride was at the heart of Pharaoh’s
problem; he simply didn’t want to give into God.
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3. (7-11) Pharaoh seems to relent - with qualifications.

a. Pharaoh’s servants hardened their hearts before (Exodus 9:34); but now, even they relent in
light of the destruction that has come upon Egypt - but Pharaoh’s heart is harder still!

b. Pharaoh again is looking to strike a bargain with God and Moses; saying they can go into the
wilderness to worship, but only allowing some of the people of Israel to go - essentially,
keeping the women and children home as hostages.

c. Pharaoh offered a compromise in Exodus 8:25-26, suggesting that they could have a day to
sacrifice to the Lord God while still in Egypt. Moses rejected that compromise, and will reject
this one also. God won'’t strike this bargain, because He doesn’t need to - He is in control!

d. What Pharaoh wants is what many of us want in the flesh - a way to "give in" to God, without
fully submitting to Him - a way to sort of bargain with God as an equal, instead of submitting to
Him as Creator and Lord.

e. When Moses first came to Pharaoh, Pharaoh said: Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice
to let Israel go? (Exodus 5:2). The fact that Pharaoh still will not submit to the Lord shows that
he doesn’t know who the Lord is yet.

f. Even though the Lord God has made it clear that He is greater than the god Khnum (the
guardian of the Nile), greater than the god Hapi (the spirit of the Nile), greater than the god
Osiris (who had the Nile as his bloodstream), greater than the goddess Hegt (the frog-goddess
of fertility), greater than the goddess Hathor, (a cow-like mother goddess), greater than the god
Imhotep, (the god of medicine), greater than Nut (the sky goddess), and able to stop the whole
worship of the Egyptian gods with loathsome lice and swarms of insects. Yet Pharaoh shows
he still does not know the Lord God. Very well, God will show him more!

4. (12-15) The plague of locusts comes.

a. Now the Lord God shows Himself to be greater than the Egyptian god Seth, thought to be the
protector of crops.

b. God is doing for Pharaoh what He will do in our lives: expose and topple every false god.
When we have trusted in these gods, this is painful, but it is always best to have them exposed!

c. A swarm may have an average density of 130,000,000 locusts per square mile. They can
denude hundreds of square miles quickly, bringing horror, despair, and terrible economic
consequences to the inhabitants.

5. (16-20) Another false repentance by Pharaoh.
As recorded in Exodus 9:27-28, Pharaoh utters the words of repentance, but does not follow
through with the actions; and his heart was only hardened more after God relented and showed
mercy.
E. The Ninth Plague: Darkness (Exodus 10:21-29)
1. Darkness was over the entire land for three days - but the Israelites had light in Goshen.
For three days the Egyptians and the Israelites were confined to their homes. For the Egyptians,
it would seem that their homes were darkened as well, but for the Israelites, there was light in
their homes (10:22-23). Some have suggested that this “darkness” was only a partial darkness,
created by a dust storm. This can hardly be the case, for the darkness which is described here is
much more intense. The three days of darkness must have had a tremendous emotional and
psychological impact on the nation as a whole. The experience may have been something like
the 3 day period of blindness which Saul experienced prior to his conversion (cf. Acts 9:8-12).
“This plague was aimed at one of the chief Egyptian deities, the sun god Re, of
whom Pharaoh was a representation. Re was responsible for providing sunlight,
warmth, and productivity. Other gods, including Horus, were associated with the
sun. Nut, the goddess of the sky, would have been humiliated by this plague “ -1bid
The ninth plague, like the third and the sixth plagues, came upon the Egyptians without
warning, which would have given them no opportunity to prepare for the disaster, either
physically or psychologically. Pharaoh’s response to the plague was to offer to allow all the
Israelites to leave Egypt to worship God, but that the cattle must remain behind (10:24). When
this offer was rejected, Pharaoh hotly warned Moses that he must leave his presence, and to
return would be his death. Moses agreed, but he had yet one more plague to proclaim before his
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final exit from Pharaoh’s presence. This tenth plague, he threatened, would bring about the

release of the Israelites.

2. (21-23) A plague of darkness comes without warning.

a. As was the pattern with the previous plagues, the third in this set of three comes without

warning; this was no normal darkness, it had a supernatural element to it that could be felr.

b. Light is not only a physical property; it is an aspect of God’s character (God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all, 1 John 1:5). In judgment, God can withdraw His presence so
significantly that the void remaining is a darkness which may even be felt.

c. Seemingly, God did not even allow artificial light sources to work; candles and lamps would be
tried, but be unable to produce light. This would be a dramatic show of greatness over the
prominent Egyptian god Ra, thought to be the sun god.

d. All the children of Israel had light in their dwellings; as much as anything, this may be due to a

unique present of God, bringing a supernatural light.
II. The conclusion of the nine plagues.
A. (24-29) Pharaoh’s last attempt at a compromise with Moses.

1. Pharaoh makes his "final offer" to Moses; all the children of Israel can go into the wilderness for
three days of sacrifice unto the Lord God, but they must leave their livestock behind.

2. Undoubtedly, Pharaoh feels that God is a hard bargainer, and has made the best deal for Himself
He could. But Pharaoh is still seeing things as someone who can bargain with the Creator - he
still doesn’t really know who the Lord God is, because He still isn’t submitted to Him.

3. In exasperation, Pharaoh orders Moses out - telling him to never come back; and Moses assures
Pharaoh that he will not. But this is not good news for Pharaoh!

B. Why did the plagues come? What were God’s reason for them?

1. To answer Pharaoh’s question, Who is the Lord? (Exodus 5:2), by showing Himself greater
than any of the false gods of Egypt.

The plagues were a demonstration of God’s existence and power.

2. To show the power of God through Moses (Exodus 9:16).

Pharaoh rejected Moses’ request that he allow the Israelites to travel three days into the

wilderness to worship God (Exod. 5:1-2). The plagues were a rebuttal to Pharaoh’s response.

They proved that Israel’s God alone was Lord. “And the Egyptians will know that [ am the

Lord, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it” (Exod. 7:5; cf.

also, 7:17; 8:10, 22; 9:14, 16; 10:2).

3. To give a testimony to the children of Israel for future generations (Exodus 10:2).

4. To judge the false gods - demons, really - of Egypt (Exodus 12:12, Numbers 33:4).

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and
animals—and [ will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt,; I am the Lord” (Exod. 12:12; cf.

18:11; Num. 33:4; Isa. 19:1) Not only did the Egyptians need to renounce their pagan gods as

no-gods, but so did the Israelites, who also worshipped them (cf. Josh. 24:14).

5. To be a warning to the nations; more than four hundred years later, the Philistines
remembered the Lord God of Israel as the one who had plagued the Egyptians (1 Samuel
4:8).

6. As a testimony of the greatness of God to Israel (Exodus 15:11, Deuteronomy 4:34).

7. The plagues were a judgment on Pharaoh and the Egyptians for their cruelty and

harshness.

“But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great

possessions” (Gen. 15:14).

8. The plagues were God’s means of forcing Pharaoh to release Israel from Egypt.

“But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. So I

will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among

them. After that, he will let you go” (Exod. 3:19-20; cf. 6:1; 7:4-5; 12:31, 33, 39; 13:3).

9. The plagues were a prototype, a sample of God’s future judgment.

The plagues which came upon the Egyptians for their sin were like those which Israel would

experience, if this nation disobeyed the Law which God was soon to give them: “The Lord will

afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you
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cannot be cured” (Deut. 28:27). There is also much similarity between the plagues of Egypt
and the plagues described in the Book of Revelation, which are poured out upon the earth in the
last days, just preceding the return of our Lord. Thus, in the Book of Revelation we find the
victorious tribulation saints singing the “song of Moses” (Rev. 15:3). “

Conclusion

“The Book of Revelation speaks a great deal about this future judgment, and the
descriptions we find of it make the plagues of the Book of Exodus almost pale. There
is coming upon the earth of time of judgment that will be unlike that of any age. It
surely is a time which should be avoided. The solution is that of faith in the provision
which God has given—His own Son, Jesus Christ, who died in our place, who
suffered our judgment, so that we might be forgiven.” - Bob Deffinbaugh, Th.M

So often during the plagues, Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron willing to DO ANYTHING if
Egypt is delivered from the prevailing plague of the moment! Broken Promises! How like so
many of us! In the midst of some extreme difficulties, we’ve said to God, "Oh Lord, get me out
of this, and I'll do anything!" But how many of us, when the Lord has delivered us, have turned
around and withdrawn our promise — just like Pharaoh.

“Sometimes people adopt an unbelieving, even cynical, attitude toward
God because they do not see Him doing anything about war, famine, disease,
injustice, and other human problems. “If there is a God,” they question, “why
doesn’t He do something about these matters? Why does He allow this to go
on?” The problem of evil in the- world is reflected in the plagues which struck
Egypt. As a sovereign and omnipotent God, He can bring or withhold “evil” as
He wishes As a loving and all-wise God He has already provided for mans
biggest need, namely redemption from sin and judgment. This shows that He has
His priorities straight, because sin is a far greater problem than those things
which merely attack the mortal body or human ambitions in this life. “And how
does a man benefit if he gains the whole world (e.g., create a utopia free of all
war, plagues, injustice, and grief) and loses his own soul in the process? For is
anything worth more than his soul?” (Mark 8:36, The Living Bible). The
universe is not designed for the ease and comfort of man, but to demonstrate the
glory and goodness of God and thus draw man toward Him. God is not willing
that any should disbelieve and be condemned. He longs for every one to come to
Him and acknowledge Him as Redeemer and Lord.” - Stevens
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