FROM SLAVES TO SINAI
A STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS
! H LESSON 5
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MOSES, ISRAEL AND PHAROAH
(Exodus 4:18 — 7:7)

I. MOSES PREPARATION (4:18-31)

A. Jethro’s Permission (Exodus 4:18-20)

Moses’ father-in-law was still the patriarch of the family into which he had married and it
was necessary to obtain his permission to leave Midian, especially since Jethro’s daughter and
grandsons would go with him. “Go in peace’ was the reply, so Moses took his family and the rod
of God and headed westward. Exodus 4:20

Verse 19 seems to serve as a kind of explanation for the reason which Moses had given
Jethro for returning to Egypt: “Now the Lord had said to Moses in Midian, ‘Go back to Egypt, for
all the men who wanted to kill you are dead’” (Exod. 4:19). Moses had no reason to fear, God
assured him, for the Pharaoh who had sought to take his life was dead. But it almost seems as
though Moses rearranged the facts God had given, so as to suggest that Moses needed to see if his
own people were, in fact, alive and well. Did Moses inadvertently confuse the facts, or did he
deceptively rearrange the facts so as to gain the permission of Jethro to take his family to Egypt?
We do not know, but Zipporah and her two sons did return to her father’s house (cf. Exod. 18:2-6),
perhaps after the incident in verses 24-26.”

Jethro, who seems to be a wise and gracious man, grants Moses’ request, wishing him
well (v. 18). And so it was that Moses set out on his way back to Egypt, taking along his wife and
two sons. Moses, we are told, took the “staff of God” in his hand (v. 20). How he must have studied
that stick, which he had carried so long, and which now was an instrument of God.

“So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And he
took the staff of God in his hand.”

1. God did a lot with Moses' staff:
Moses struck the Nile river and it turned to blood (7:17),
Brought a plague of frogs out of the waters (8:5),
Struck the dust and turned them into gnats (8:16),
Stretched it toward heaven to bring down fire, thunder, and hail (9:23),
Brought a plague of locust (10:13),
Divided the Red Sea (14:16),
Struck a rock with it and got water (17:6)
when he held it high in the air, his warriors prevailed in battle (17:9).
2. God used the staff in Moses' hand -
» As atool of God's authority.
» To get God's job done.
» To get God's children delivered from Egyptian bondage.
“All Jochebed had in her hands was some straw, but she wove it into a
basket to shelter Moses. So, what do you have in your hand?
All Miriam had in her hand was a tambourine, but she used it to lead the
people to celebrate God's faithfulness. So, what do you have in your hand?
Hannah held a small child in her hand, but when she gave him to God,
he became a great prophet. So, what do you have in your hand?
All Ruth had was a stalk of grain, but God used it to sustain her family's
life and lead her, by His providence to be included in the linage of Jesus. So,
what do you have in your hand?
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All the little boy had was a sack lunch, but Jesus used it to feed 5000.
So, what do you have in your hand?

All the widow had was enough food for one more meal for her and her
son, but God used it to feed her family and the prophet throughout the famine.
So, what do you have in your hand? ...

The apostle Paul was one who learned a great lesson after facing

impossible situations and obstacles with limited ability... We read about it in 2

Corinthians 12:9: ‘My grace is sufficient for you...for my power is made perfect

in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so

that Christ’s power may rest on me.’” Sermon by James Wilson, aWhat's That in

Your Hand? " Lighthouse Baptist Church, Seaside, CA

B. Moses Instructions (Exodus 4:21-26)
1. Of Pharaoh (verses 21-23
God had already indicated that Moses would do great wonders in the presence of the king
of Egypt, who would refuse permission for the Israelis to depart. Moses now learned a new
thing: that the first-born sons in Egypt would die as a part of His judgment on them. This was the
last of the series of plagues yet to come (see Exodus 11 :44ff)

God had instructed Moses to perform all the wonders he was empowered to do

before Pharaoh. This was not in the hope of convincing or converting Pharaoh,

however, for his heart would be hardened by God. We are also told that Pharaoh

hardened his own heart. Both statements are true and do not contradict each other.
2. Of Moses (verses 24-26)

This passage depicts an incident which is not easy to understand. From all considerations
it appears that Moses had failed to circumcize his younger son, Eliezer, who may have been born
only shortly before their departure from Midian. The rite of circumcision had been established
in the times of Abraham (Genesis 17) and was an obligation on every Israeli parent when a son
was born. Zipporah, however, apparently felt that the rite was a barbarous one, hence her words
in verses 25-26.

There are three father-son relationships referred to here: (1) God as the Father of Israel,
His firstborn son (vv. 22-23a); (2) Pharaoh and his firstborn son (v. 23b); and (3) Moses and his
son (firstborn?—cf. fn. 17) (vv. 24-26).

Moses’ illness was brought on him by God as a means of discipline; he must learn to
obey all of God's laws before he could stand before the throne of Egypt and demand that the
Pharaoh also obey them. God has high standards for those privileged to be His leaders.

We find that Moses’ problems with regard to his public work (returning to Egypt to
rescue Israel) are all rooted in his private walk. His son is not circumcised. He cannot challenge
men and women to step out in obedience, based upon their faith in God’s covenant promises
when he has not yet even circumcised his son as an evidence of his faith. Thus, Moses’ problems
in relationship to his public work are rooted in his personal walk. No wonder Paul wrote this to
Timothy: “Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as
you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you” (1 Tim. 4:16,
NASB).

C. Aaron’s Commission (Exodus 4:27-31)

How long it had been since the two brothers had seen each other, we do not know.

Perhaps for the entire forty years. After their meeting, “Moses told Aaron all the words of the lord .
. and all the signs that He had commanded him to do” (verse 28).

Back in the Land of Goshen, the assembled leaders of Israel heard Aaron speak of what
God had said to Moses, and he also performed the signs. This is somewhat of a surprise, since we
had expected Moses to do them, but he appears here to be still hanging back from his assignment.
And yet God was clearly at work, preparing the hearts of one and all. Later He would use Moses.
For now it was enough that “the elders believed that God had sent them, and when they heard that
Jehovah had visited them and had seen their sorrows, and had decided to rescue them, they all
rejoiced and bowed their heads and worshipped” (verse 31, The Living Bible).
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II. MOSES’ DEMAND (Exodus 5:1-3)

A. “Let My People Go” (Exodus 5:1)

Back in Egypt and joined now by Aaron, Moses approached the king with the words,
“Let My people go.” He was speaking for God, of course, Whose people, Israel, had been in
bondage for years. Specifically, they wanted to make a three-day journey into the wilderness east
of Goshen to sacrifice to God and worship Him (compare verse 3 with Exodus 3:18). This request
was based on the fact that the sacrifice of animals, a necessary part of the Hebrew worship even
before the Law was given, was unacceptable to the Egyptians, hence the need to move out of the
land (see Exodus 8:26).

B. “Who is the Lord?” (Exodus 5:2)

Pharaoh’s first reaction was, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel
go?” Little did he realize how soon he would find the answer through a series of terrifying
calamities. Meantime, he undoubtedly had heard of Jehovah, but he refused to acknowledge Him
as One to be obeyed. It would have been a simple thing to allow their temporary departure, for
surely the Israelites were not yet planning to leave Egypt for good. Perhaps, however, the king was
suspicious that they were. Perhaps his pride was damaged by being commanded to obey a Lord he
did not know or acknowledge. Yes, here, at the very outset of the long contest with Moses, God’s
spokesman, it would have been possible to establish a ground for communication between them.
But the head of Egypt chose otherwise, and the result was a steady hardening of his heart against
God and His people. How often it has proven true that the first turning against God, even in some
small and seemingly insignificant way, is only the prelude to a heart that grows harder and a life
that is more and more void of joy and meaning. If you have shut God out of your life--or a portion
of your life--it is important to know that you can return to Him, acknowledge your disobedience
and receive His forgiveness and blessing. Pharaoh refused to do so, but you can! “And you will
seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

C. “The God of the Hebrews Has Met With Us” (Exodus 5:3)

The two brothers, however, were not defeated by a single refusal, so they asked again.
They indicated that their God had met with them and conunanded them to make the journey and
worship Him in a special location. Pharaoh could not have misunderstood the situation. No doubt
he was religious enough to understand how “unfriendly'” deities can make life difficult for men.
However, having indicated in verse 2 his reaction to the request, he now amplified it by new rules
for the slaves and particular commands to his taskmasters in carrying them out.

III. PHARAOH’S RESPONSE (Exodus 5:4-23)

That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave drivers and foremen in charge of the
people: “You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather
their own straw. But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the
quota. They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.” Make the
work harder for the men so that they keep working and pay no attention to lies.”

The second response we see from Pharaoh when God’s people want to go and sacrifice to
the Lord is a trick he has never stopped using. An oldie, but a goody we might say! Up the
workload! Satan loves to get us, no matter how long we have been Christians, too busy with the
things in the world to bother about worshipping and following God. Listen to Pharaoh’s response
when Israel wanted to go and sacrifice to God — ‘make the work harder fro the men so that they keep
working and pay no attention to lies.” He thought that if he gets them so busy with their normal life,
they just may well forget about taking time out for their Lord. And he could well be right! Pay
attention to your time with the Lord and make sure you don’t fall for the oldest trick in the book!

A. “Get Back to Your Labors” (Exodus 5:4-12)
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Not only were the people of Goshen not to take time off for worship in the wilderness but
continue in their work, they were also ordered to gather their own straw for the brick-making
process. Previously the ingredients for manufacturing were provided the workers; now they must
add considerably to the work involved. The excuse for this new order was that the people
obviously had too much time on their hands if they felt they could take three days off. Perhaps
Pharaoh hoped not only to keep the Israelis busier than ever, but also to cause their confidence in
Moses to erode. Verses 20-21 tell us that this, indeed, was one of the results.

On top of this new burden there was another: the daily quota of completed bricks was not
to be diminished (verse 8). To find sufficient straw the workers had to scatter throughout Egypt,
which meant that there were fewer on hand to make the bricks. Is there any parallel to this in our
own day? Are there not times when employers may make unfair demands on those who work for
them? Are there not instances when a mother or father has unfairly required their children to
complete a task that is too big for the time or resources available or too absurd to be done at all?
Perhaps we need to assess the ways in which we may make excessive demands on others.

1. The Character and Purpose of Satan

In the person of Pharaoh we see the attitude of Satan that is manifested towards wanting

to leave Egypt. It is very interesting to look at Pharaoh’s attitude and stubbornness in this light.

The objective of God is clear — ‘Let my people go!” God wanted His people out of

Egypt. But we see in Pharaoh’s initial response here a picture of Satan’s first up tactics when
someone is looking to be delivered by God. ‘Who is the LORD?’ Pharaoh says, ‘I don’t know
any LORD!’
2. The first work of Satan
The first thing he does is cast doubt as to the existence of God. When people are looking
at becoming Christians, Satan will always try to cast doubt and uncertainty in their mind as to
the truth about God. Jesus pictured Satan as a bird flying in and stealing the seed before it can
truly take root in a person’s heart. (Matt 13:4,19) ‘Who is the LORD?’ he says, ‘I will not let
Israel go’ . Don’t listen to him!
. “Complete Your Work Quota” (Exodus 5:13-21)

Under the new work order it was impossible for the Israelis to meet their quota of bricks.
The result was the beating of the Hebrew foremen, apparently by the Egyptian taskmasters who
were over them. The former then went to Pharaoh himself to complain of the impossible demands
made upon them. One of the more “democratic” aspects of Egyptian life was that those with
complaints had access to the king’s ear. In this instance, however, it was of no avail. They were
told that they were lazy and needed to work harder. Pharaoh made no effort to investigate the
matter or otherwise offer them justice. With feelings of despondency and bitterness, the foremen
then returned to Moses and Aaron, who were awaiting them. ““May the Lord look upon you and
judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his servants; to put a
sword in their hand to kill us™’ (verse 21). Certainly we can appreciate how they felt, but in time
God would show that He was at work in the midst of the pressure to provide blessing for His
people. As noted before, it was not God’s purpose merely to rescue Israel from Egypt. That could
have been accomplished without affliction for the people and with a minimum of difficulty, if God
had wanted it that way. It was His design rather to impress upon them--and also upon Pharaoh aM
all the Egyptians, and upon all who later were to hear of the exodus--how gloriously Israel was
delivered and what a great God had arranged it. You and I will do many things in haste and
impatience, and we often appear to want God to work that way in our lives. To be thus shortsighted
is often to miss the larger purpose He has for us.

With the people murmuring and complaining against him (as they would do many times
in the wilderness also), Moses turned to God in confusion and perplexity. “‘Lord,” he protested,
‘how can you mistreat your own people like this? Why did you ever send me, if you were going to
do this to them? Ever since I gave Pharaoh your message, he has only been more and more brutal to
them, and you have not delivered them at all!”’ (The Living Bible). On the surface it might appear
that Moses was out of line, even irreverent, in using such words. In the Psalms, however, we find
similar mental agitation and complaining against God (e.g., Psalms 10:1, 13:1, 35:17). Moreover,
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some Christians have acknowledged how they have talked in rather straightforward terms to God,
sharing their uncertainty and doubt concerning His seeming inattentiveness to their needs. God, of
course, is never distracted from a deep and continuous interest in our lives, but it may sometimes
appear that He does not care, even as it did to Moses long ago.

IV. GOD’S FIRST REASSURANCE (Exodus 6:1-8)

Moses learned very quickly of the Lord’s faithfulness. He was not rebuked for his
perplexity, but rather blessed with new knowledge of God’s plan. The sixth chapter opens with God
further identifying Himself and then explaining His covenant, His redemption, and His adoption.

A. His Identity (Exodus 6:1-3)

At the burning bush near Mt. Horeb, Moses had been commissioned by “I AM WHO e
AM?” (Exodus 3:14), the Name by which God identified Himself. He had also informed Moses that
He was “the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”
(Exodus 4:5). Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had used the Lord’s name Yahweh but obviously now
was the time when the extent of what that name meant would be revealed. Yahweh and Jehovah
are the same name, and the essence or meaning of this name is ‘I AM — the self-existent God’ . In
the Hebrew, the four consonants YHWH are used because the ancient Hebrew didn’t have vowels.
So the translators have added vowels. And for good reason... Go on, try pronouncing YHWH!!!

1. God = Elohim (Hebrew). This is a uni-plural noun which carries the essence of the fullness
of God and implies the doctrine of the trinity. Moses uses the term in writing about Him.

2. LORD = Jehovah (Hebrew). We have previously noted the origin of this Name (Lesson 4,
page 2). It denotes the individuality of the Godhead.

3. God Almighty = El Shaddai (Hebrew). This Name, perhaps better rendered “Almighty
God” or “The All-Sufficient One,” identifies God as having the power to accomplish any
task, a reminder which Moses especially needed at the outset of his contest with Pharaoh.

Thus God reasserted His character by means of these names and then reaffirmed the
ancient covenant regarding the land of promise.

The Names of God in the Old testament:

Name Meaning Scripture Named By Fulfilment in Jesus
Yahweh Jireh The Lord our Provider Gen 22:14 Abraham Phil 4:19
Yahweh Rapha The Lord our Healer Exod 15:26 Moses Matt 8:17,1 Pet 2:24,25
Yahweh Nissi The Lord our Banner Exod 17:15 Moses Phil 4:13, Col 1:29
Yahweh Maccaddeshcem The Lord our Sanctifier Exod 31:13 Moses 1 Cor 1:30
Yahweh Shalom The Lord our Peace Judg 6:24 Gideon Eph 2:13,14
Yahweh Ro’l The Lord our Shepard Psa 23:1 David John 10:11
Yahweh Tsidkenu The Lord our Righteousness Jer 23:6 Jeremiah Phil 3:9, 1 Cor 1:30
Yahweh Shammah The Lord is There! Ezek 48:35 Ezekiel Rev 21:3-4

B. His Covenant (Exodus 6:4-5)
This had been established with the patriarchs, and the groaning of Israel in Egypt caused
God to “remember” it. He had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob a special land, and
nothing that any king or nation could do would prevent its fulfillment in His time. The time was
then approaching when Israel would begin her journey toward Canaan.
C. His Redemption (Exodus 6:6)
Here is the first occurrence in the Bible of one of its, great words. The word means “to
reclaim” or “to ransom” and is one of the fundamental elements in God’s work of bringing man
to Himself. We have in the entire story of Israel’s redemption from Egypt a preview or
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illustration of what Jesus accomplished on the Cross, Thus, even before the giving of the Law,
God was teaching His people that He loved them and would “reclaim” them and bring judgment
upon their cruel masters.

Exodus 6:6-8 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem
you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people,
and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand
to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. [ am the LORD.””

Now that the time is right, God is going to reveal Himself to His people in a new way.
This He states to them through the promises of seven “I wills”. Here they are —

I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians
I will free you from being slaves
I will redeem you
I will take you as my own people
I will be your God
I will bring you into the land
I will give it to you as a possession
Compare these to the 5 “I wills” of Satan:
Isaiah 14:13-14: " You said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven,
1 will raise my throne above the stars of God,
1 will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.
14 I'will ascend above the tops of the clouds;
1 will make myself like the Most High.’”
D. His Adoption (Exodus 6:7-8)

Just as adopting a child brings him or her into a new personal relationship with the
stepparents, so also God adopts those who were formerly not related to Him, but who then
become “children of God.” “And I will accept them as my people and be their God” (verse 7a,
The Living Bible). Moreover, as children in a family share in the inheritance of their father, so
also there is the promise here to Israel: “I will bring them into the land .1 promised to give to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It shall belong to my people” (verse 8, The Living Bible). Adoption
by God actually goes beyond the human experience wit tepparents, for God sees us in Christ and
just as precious as His Son. We share in the divine inheritance as sons and as heirs! (See
Galatians 4:4-7.)

VVVYVYVVY

V. GOD’s SECOND REASSURANCE (Exodus 6:9-7:7)

A. “Go, Tell Pharaoh. . . To Let. . . Israel Go” (Exodus 6:9-13)

When Moses took God’s first words of reassurance back to the people, their response was
one of unbelief. To them, all this talk of Who God is and what He will do in the future was just
so much “building dream castles in the air.” They had a present difficulty and they wanted
present relief. So Moses went to God again. The response was in part a repeat of His former
command and in part a new revelation. In between came a kind of flashback which had an
important purpose.

B. Genealogical Parenthesis (Exodus 6:14-26)

The insertion at this point in the narrative of the family history of Israel takes up where
the earlier list ended (see Exodus 1:1-5). Why it was included is not clear, but the significance of
tribal relationships is evident throughout Israel’s history. References to “the sons of Israel” in
verse 13 were apparently sufficient to cause Moses to insert the list at this point. The emphasis is
upon the line from Levi through Kohath and Amram to Aaron and Moses. it is noteworthy again
to compare the promise to Abraham that deliverance from Egypt would take place during the life
of the fourth descendent (see Genesis 15:13-16 and Exodus 6:16-20).
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C. “Speak to Pharaoh . . . All That I Speak to You” (Exodus 6:27-30)

Following the genealogy, which ends with Aaron and Moses, the contest with the king of
Egypt is resumed. These few verses do not include anything new, but the very fact of repetition
and the reminder again that “I am the Lord” are both significant. Moses again voiced his
reluctance to approach Pharaoh another time; God responded by providing a new revelation.

D. “I Will Make You as God to Pharaoh” (Exodus 7:1-7)

Here is the real reason for the plagues: It was a contest between God (Now seen in the
person of Moses) and the gods of Egypt. If Moses planned to approach the throne and make
demands in his own strength, we can surely appreciate his reluctance. Despite his acquaintance
with Egyptian life, he was unequal to the task, and he said so. But this is precisely when God
begins to work. If we try to perform His will in our own strength, we will fail. If we refuse to do
anything at all, He will use others. But when we acknowledge our inadequacies, appropriate His
power and wisdom, and obey His commands, then we are “as God” (v. 7)

The judgment of the Egyptians is given a significant amount of space in the Book of
Exodus. If we are sensitive to God’s “editorial policy” then we must acknowledge that this
judgment is important for us, as well as for the Old Testament saints. Not only does Moses go
into a great deal of detail in describing the plagues of the Exodus, but this incident is frequently
referred to throughout the Old Testament and the New. Thus we must come to the plagues as a
rather unpleasant subject, but one that is vitally important to each of us.

The seriousness with which God deals with sin is also the measure of His holiness. Often
times we find ourselves horrified at the severity with which God deals with the sinner. When we
think of God as harsh in such instances we only reveal our failure to grasp the holiness of God
and the gravity of sin. R. C. Sproul has written an excellent book entitled, The Holiness of God,
in which he deals with the difficult judgment texts of the Old Testament. I highly recommend this
book to you for your reading.

Just as Egypt was a symbol of the power of sin in the world to hold God’s people under
its bondage, so the plagues are a symbol to remind us that God will bring judgment upon those
things that we treat as idols in our lives. God did not tolerate the idolatry of Egypt and he won’t
tolerate it in us either.

How many of us have an idol in our lives right now? What is there in our lives that keeps
us from breaking free from the bondage that Satan has placed us under so that we cannot worship
God, work in his Kingdom, or be a productive member of the Body of Christ? What do we place
on a pedestal that is higher than Jesus Christ or more important than our service to him?

The true power behind the false gods of Egypt and the power behind man’s idols today is
satanic. 2 Cor.4:4 says, "The devil who rules this world has blinded the minds of those who do
not believe. They cannot see the light of the Good News--the Good News about the glory of
Christ, who is exactly like God" (NCV). Ephesians 6:12 says, "For we do not wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places."

The story of the exodus is not so much the struggle between Moses and Pharaoh or
between the Hebrews and the Egyptians. Rather it is an account of God’s victory over the false
gods of Egypt and the satanic forces behind them.
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