FROM SLAVES TO SINAI
STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS
LESSON 4

THE BURNING BUSH
(Exodus 3:1-4:17)

INTRODUCTION

The forty years that Moses spent in Midian are passed over in silence in the Bible record. We
have noted also that there had been no direct revelation from God to His people throughout their long stay
in Egypt, despite increasing oppression. But they had the promise of deliverance which God had given to
Abraham when He said, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not
theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation
whom they will serve; and afterward they will come out with many possessions... Then in the fourth
generation they shall return here.” (Genesis 15:13-16). If there were those among the oppressed
Israelites who now counted the generations, they would have realized that the time of release from Egypt
was at hand (see Exodus 6:16-20).

Chapter 3 introduces a significant change in the drama of the deliverance of God’s people from
Egypt. From God’s providential dealings in the life of the nation Israel, we move to God’s direct
intervention through Moses and the miracles performed by Him. We move from the silence of God over
the past 400 years to God’s speaking directly to Moses from the bush, and later on, from the same
mountain.

This chapter then is a very significant point of transition. It begins with the revelation of God to
Moses from the midst of the burning bush. It develops with the commissioning of Moses to go back to
Egypt and the Pharaoh and to deliver God’s people from their oppression and bondage. It ends with the
beginnings of Moses’ reticence and resistance toward the task, which God has given him.

I. THE BURNING BUSH (Exodus 3:1-10)

The working of God in answer to the needs of His people often begins in small ways.
Such was the case when Moses, then about eighty years of age, was called by God to his role as deliverer.
The circumstances in Egypt were ripe, and God now began to put His plan into operation.
A. Moses at Horeb (Exodus 3:1)

During the course of tending sheep for Jethro, his father-in-law, Moses went “to the west
side of the wilderness,” the region between Midian and Egypt. Although we cannot positively
identify the location, it is generally held that Mt. Horeb (“the mountain of God”) was in the
southern portion of the Sinai Peninsula. This mountain has also been identified as Mt. Sinai itself
(where Moses would later receive the Ten Commandments and all the other parts of the Mosaic
Law (Exodus 19fY)). It is possible that Horeb was the range of mountains and Sinai was one of the
peaks.

B. God’s Call to Moses (Exodus 3:2-10~
1. His identity (verses 2-6)

Although on other occasions God had appeared to men in dreams or in human form, He
now manifested Himself to Moses from a bush that was aflame but did not burn up. This was
indeed a “marvelous sight,” and Moses was intrigued to know the meaning of it (verse 2-3).

“What Moses did not yet know was that while the bush was apparently a typical
common desert bush, the “fire” was far from ordinary. The closer he got to the bush, the
more incredible the scene became. Moses surely had to wonder about this phenomenon.

He would have probably been amused at the explanations offered for the burning bush

over the years. These “explanations” are even more incredible than that of the Bible. Not

wanting to acknowledge a full-fledged miracle here, a number of “natural” explanations
have been given. Here are some of the ones I have come across in my study:

Unedited © 2004 James A. Borrore Golden Minutes MinistrieseBox 8399eLong Beach, CA 90808
10/23/2009



From Slavery to Sinai — Lesson 4

(1) “St. Eg)no s fire.” This is a discharge of electricity which causes a kind of
glow.™
(2) “... firebrands or reflexes of light, which must often have occurred in dry
lands with an abundance of storms.”™
(3) A volcanic phenomenon.
(4) A myth, based on ancient accounts of burning objects which were not
consumed.”
(5) “... aflake of gypsum blown against a twig may have set a bush alight.
(6) A beam of sunlight, piercing through a crack in the mountain.”
(7) A purely psychological experience.”
(8) A gas plant, which burst into flames.*’
(9) The brilliant blossoms of mistletoe twigs.”*" - Bob Deffinbaugh, Biblical
Studies Foundation (Authors corresponding to the Footnotes may be founds on:
http://’www.bible.org/docs/ot/books/exo/deffin
“The angel of the Lord,” an expression found a number of times in the Old Testament, is
to be identified with the second Person of the Godhead. God now called Moses from the bush
and revealed Himself.
a. As a living God - He called to Moses (verse 4).
The implications and applications of the nature of God as the “I AM” are
endless. It is not surprising therefore to find similar revelations of God to the prophets
and people of God in both the Old and the New Testaments. Perhaps the most dramatic
New Testament parallel is found in the Book of Revelation. Before God reveals the
“things to come” in the last days, He begins with this description of the God who is
about to speak through His prophet, John: “Grace and peace to you from him who is,
and who was, and who is to come ...” (Rev. 1:4). Is this not the same truth as we have
just found in Exodus 3? In Exodus 3 God is the “I AM,” the eternal One. Here, He is
the “One who was, and is, and will come.” In both cases, the same truth is being
conveyed. Just as the nation Israel will for one final time “pass through the fire of
tribulation,” they can be consoled and comforted in the assurance that, this time as well,
they will not be consumed by the fire, for their God does not change.
Here then is the message of God to Moses and to the people of his day.
God manifests Himself through the fire of affliction and adversity, but His purposes are
certain and His people are secure in the assurance that they will not be destroyed nor
consumed, due to the fact that He is constant, never changing, and eternal. Here is the
basis for faith and obedience. On this assurance Moses can stake his life and base his
ministry and service.
b) As a holy God - His presence in the bush sanctified the surrounding ground (verse 5).
At first, the burning bush was but a curiosity, something novel to which
Moses was drawn. Now, the bush (or rather, God, who was manifested in the flames
encompassing the bush) was an object of fear and reverence. This occurred when God
twice called Moses by name, to which he answered, “Here [ am.” Then God warned
Moses not to come any closer and instructed him to take off his sandals because the
ground on which he stood was “holy” (v. 5). Moses hid his face, knowing that looking
at God could cost him his life (cf. Gen. 32:30; Exodus. 33:20; Judges. 6:22-23; 13:21-
22). I doubt that Moses stooped to loosen his sandals. Like others who have beheld the
glory of the living God, he may have fallen to the ground, prostrate. The flames which
encompassed (but did not consume) the bush, along with the warning issued by the
Lord from within the flames, emphatically impressed Moses with the holiness of the

One who was manifesting Himself. Moses was deeply impressed with the holiness of
his God.

3364

The relationship between God’s holiness and the exodus may not be
immediately evident. At the time the Law is given on Mt. Sinai, God’s holiness is the
basis for Israel’s conduct, which the Law prescribed. But the holiness of God is a
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significant factor in the exodus. The sins of the Egyptians must be dealt with. In
addition, the possession of the land of Canaan by the Israelites (Exodus. 3:8,17) is a
judgment on these peoples for their abominations in the sight of God (cf. Gen. 15:16;
Lev. 18:24-28).

¢) As a historic God - He identified Himself with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (verse 6).

In appearing in the midst of the burning bush, God thus especially emphasized
His holiness. (Cf. Isaiah 6:1-7). It also signifies His power (Acts 2:1-4). The bush, therefore,
represents the person who so demonstrates the power and holiness of a dedicated life that others
“turn aside” to see what makes him or her that way. Have you ever been drawn to such a
person?

How can Moses and the people of Israel be assured that God will deliver
them from Egyptian bondage and will lead them into the Promised Land? Their confidence
is well placed in the God whose nature and character is that of the “I AM” in Exodus 3. That
this is the point of this passage is evident from our consideration of two later Old Testament
texts. (Isa. 43:1-3; Mal. 3:2-3, 5-6).

d. As the covenant-making, covenant-keeping God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In

verse 06,
God identified Himself to Moses in this way: “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Exodus. 3:6).

The God in the burning bush is the God of Moses’ forefathers, the God of
the patriarchs, Israel’s God. He is the God who made a covenant with Abraham and
reiterated it to Isaac and Jacob. It is not a new and different God who is here made
known to Moses, but the God of his forefathers, the God of Israel. There is no new
plan, but simply the outworking of the old plan, revealed to Abraham in Genesis 15:

“Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred
years. But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they
will come out with great possessions. You however, will go to your fathers in
peace and be buried at a good old age. In the fourth generation your
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet
reached its full measure.” ... On that day the Lord made a covenant with
Abram and said, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of
Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates—the land of the Kenites, Kennizites,
Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizites, Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites,”
Girgashites and Jebusites” (Gen. 15:12b-16, 18-21).

e. As a compassionate God His intention to deliver the Israelites from Egyptian bondage
is not only motivated by His holiness, or by His covenant with Abraham and the
patriarchs—God’s deliverance of His people is also based upon His compassion for
them in the midst of their affliction:

“I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard
them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about
their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious
land, a land flowing with milk and honey ...” (Exod. 3:7-8a).

f. As an_.imminent God, for 400 years, He appeared to be distant and removed as far as
the Israelites must have thought. They would probably have thought of God as more
transcendent (distant, removed, uninvolved in the world), rather than imminent (directly
concerned with and involved in the affairs of men). This was not the case, for we have
seen God’s hidden hand working providentially to preserve His people and to prepare
for their release (Exodus. 1 and 2). Lest Moses not appreciate the involvement of God in
the lives of His people, God emphasizes that He is taking a personal interest in the
release of the Israelites from Egyptian bondage:
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“I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. ... So I have
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing™ with milk
and honey ...” (Exodus. 3:7a, 8a).

g. As a God who commissions people to participate in His purposes, He is going
to be directly involved in the deliverance of His people, and He will do so through
human instruments. God’s first words to Moses were, “Moses, Moses” (v. 4).
Although God indicated His personal involvement in the exodus (“I have come down to
rescue them,” (v. 8), it is Moses through whom these things will be accomplished.
Thus, we find Moses commissioned by God to return to Egypt, to confront Pharaoh,
and to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

Some of the richest revelation concerning the character of God is found in verses
11-15, where God responds to two questions raised by Moses.” In essence, these
questions can be summarized: (1) “Who am I?” (v. 11), and (2) “Who are You?” (v.
13). God’s response to these questions serves to clarify His character even further.
Verses 14 and 15 are two of the most crucial verses in the Old Testament, for they
contain one of the central truths concerning the nature and character of God.

The first question, “Who am I?” is one that is easy to understand. His question is
one that reflects a caution and a desire to receive a clear commission from God.

God’s answer seeks to refocus Moses’ attention from looking at the sendee (Moses)
to the Sendor (God). What is important is not the instrument in God’s hand, but the
One in whose hand the instrument is being held. God therefore promises Moses that His
presence will go with him as he obeys his calling: “I will be with you. And this will be
the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain” (Exodus. 3:12). From this statement
we learn that Moses’ authority is wrapped up in the presence of God which is assured
when he is obedient to God’s command. It has been observed that the “great
commission” of the New Testament is strikingly similar to the commission of Moses in
our text. The “great commission” begins with the statement by our Lord, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matt. 28:18), and ends with, “Surely I
will be with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Divine authority is
thus inseparably linked with divine presence. Moses’ question about his authority was
answered by God’s promise of His presence with Moses.

The second question that Moses asked grows out of the answer to the first. Moses
had first asked, “Who am [?”” only to be told that the important thing is not who he is,
but whose he is and who is ever present with him. In other words, Moses should
redirect his attention from himself to his God. If Moses’ authority is wrapped up in his
God, then we can understand why Moses asks secondly, “Who are you?” “Suppose I
go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” (Exodus. 3:13).

Why would the Israelites need to ask the name of the God who has sent Moses to
deliver them? I can think of only two reasons. First, due to their worship of other
(Egyptian) gods (cf. Josh. 24:14), they may wonder which of their gods is answering
their prayers.

The second reason is that one’s name is a description of one’s character. If Moses’
authority is wrapped up in the God who has called and commissioned him to lead Israel
out of Egypt, then he may need to be able to describe the character of this God to assure
them of God’s willingness and ability to lead them into the land of blessings. The name
by which God chooses to identify Himself would capture the essence of His character
and being. God’s answer to this question (be it a concession to Moses’ doubts and fears
or not) is, indeed, the basis for great assurance and hope:

“I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 1 AM
has sent me to you.” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The
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LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and

the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by

which I am to be remembered from generation to generation” (Exodus. 3:14-

15).

Recognizing the importance of these two verses, the scholars have spent a great deal
of effort to determine the exact meaning of the expression “I am who [ am.”
Predictably, they do not all agree.

The *“1 AM” i s t he GBdbwho exibtsThereweere t hat i s, 1
many “no gods” in both Egypt and Canaan, which were worshipped, but in contrast
to all of these “gods” was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the God who
is, the only true God %8

The *“1 AM” is t he Go dlhewdgionssperkiofst s I ndepei
God as self-existent. God is the Creator, but has no creator. He exists apart from any
dependence on anything or anyone. He is a God who does not need help, either to
exist or to accomplish His will. Thus, there is nothing which can prevent God’s will
from being accomplished.

The *“1 AM” is the God who exidsts indepei
the “I AM,” God is not the God who Wasanything, in the sense that He changes.
Whatever He was, He continues to be, and He will be forever. The God who is exists
not only really, and independently, but also unchangeably. Therefore, whatever God
has begun to do He will bring to completion, because there are no changes which
necessitate any alterations in His original plans and purposes.

On the human level, we know only the opposite. We plan to build a house,
but unforeseen contingencies usually involve considerably more time and money.

Public projects are no different. Have you ever heard of a freeway, a bridge, or a
new bomber being completed on schedule, and at the originally estimated cost? As
the “I AM” we never need to agonize about the completion of what God has
promised.

As the “I AM,” God exists, independently, unchangeably, eternally. God is
eternal and unchanging. How often we have put our trust in a political candidate,
only to find that he changes once he has been elected. Campaign promises often are
mere rhetoric. Those few politicians who do attempt to keep their promises eventually
get voted out of office or die. Consequently our hopes which are founded on men are
very short-lived. God is eternal; thus each and every promise is as solid as a rock. If
God is both eternal and unchanging, then nothing which He has purposed and
promised to do can ever fail. ¥ -Ibid

2. His message (verses 7-9)

God was concerned about the bondage of His people, the Israelites (compare verse 7 with
Exodus 2:24-25). Thus He was also a compassionate God.

a) “I have surely seen the affliction of My people” (verse 7a~

b) “I have given heed to their cry” (verse 7b)

¢) “I am aware of their suffering” (verse 7c)

d) “I have come down to deliver them” (verse 8a)

He further explained that His purpose was not only to end the oppression by
bringing them out of Egypt, but that He would also bring them into their own land long since
promised to the seed of Abraham (Genesis 12:1, 15:18). “A land flowing with milk and
honey” was descriptive of a fair and fruitful region.

3. His commission to Moses (verse 10)

Lastly, Moses was assigned the divine task of being Israel’s leader. “I will send you” to
deliver your people out of Egypt. The aging shepherd thus learned from God that the greatest
challenge of his life was yet ahead. But Moses, who forty years earlier had acted impulsively
and in self-confidence (see Exodus 2:11-12), needed to learn to trust God more. This is
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evident from the series of objections that he now raised. To each one God responded in mercy
and patience, gently leading His servant along the pathway to obedience.

As individuals, Christians have an assignment today. The assignments dispatched to us
from heaven serve a great purpose. God has not given us the assignment of bringing slaves
out of Egypt, but He has given each of us certain assignments. There are an exhaustive
number of assignments in the New Testament. We can only consider some of these
assignments by category:

The Assignment of Proclamation - Mark 16:15 “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”-1 Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”

The Assignment of Illumination - Matthew 5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” - Ephesians 5:8
“For ye were sometimes darkness; but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of the
light.”

The Assignment of Consecration - 1 Peter 1:15 “But as he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” - Colossians 3:8 “But now ye also put off all these;
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.”

The Assignment of Maturation - 2 Peter 3:18 “But grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory both now and forever. Amen.”

The Assignment of Dedication - Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith
in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”

The Assignment of Conformation - Romans 8:29 “For whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first-born among
many brethren.”

The Assignment of Restoration - Jude 23 “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”

II. MOSES’ OBJECTIONS (Exodus 3:11-4:17)

A. The First (Exodus 3:11-12)
“Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh?

God’s reply: “Certainly I will be with you...” God knew that Moses was not equal to the
assigned task, but He would be with him and would direct him, giving the necessary wisdom and
power he needed to set his people free.

B. The Second (Exodus 3:13-22)
“Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?” What shall I say to them?”
God’s reply: “I AM WHO [ AM.”
C. The Third (Exodus 4:1-9)
“What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say?”
God’s reply: a series of three signs.
1. The rod (verse 2-5) or shepherd’s staff which Moses carried is one of the little ordinary things
which God used in mighty ways (for others, see Judges 3:31, I Kings 17:12-16, John 6:9-11).
When Moses threw it down it became a snake, and he recoiled from it. In this way God was
showing that there was “evil” in the rod, that is, it was not yet a sanctified object, dedicated to
God’s use. But when Moses picked it up again, God had now removed the snake, and it was now
invested with His power. The rod would be used to prove that God indeed “had appeared to you.”
(For instances of the power in the rod, see Exodus 9:23, 10:13, 14:16, and 17:5-7.3
2. The leprous hand (verses 6-8) resulted from another miracle which God performed for the
purpose of showing his power and teaching a lesson. Leprosy in the Bible is a type of sin, and as
God cleanses in the one case, so He also cleanses in the other. We see this truth not only in the
Old Testament (Jeremiah 33:8), but also in the New (I John 1:7). In this instance we see that,
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whereas Israel was “diseased” or weak in Egypt, she could be whole and strong in the promised

land.

3. The water turned to blood (verse 9) was to be the third sign if the first two were not believed
by the Egyptians. The Nile River was the lifeblood of the Egyptian economy. Thus the Pharaoh
and all of Egypt lay in the plan of Moses’ hand. This sign, along with the first, was actually used
later in the contest with Pharaoh (see Exodus 7:9-10, 20).

D. The Fourth (Exodus 4:10-12)
“I have never been eloquent.”
God’s reply: “Who makes mouths?’ Jehovah asked him. ‘Isn’t it [, the Lord? Who makes a man so
that he can speak or not speak, see or not see, hear or not hear? Now go ahead and do as I tell you,
for I will help you to speak well, and I will tell you what to say’” (verses 11-12, The Living Bible).
E. The Fifth (Exodus 4:13-17)
“0 Lord, please send anyone (else) Thou wilt’” (Berkeley version).

God’s reply: “I will be with your mouth and his (Aaron’s) mouth.” Despite all of the
reassurance which God gave to Moses after each of the above objections, he still preferred that
someone else be chosen for the task, or at least that another person share the responsibility. When
Aaron, his brother, was selected to go with him, Moses was satisfied and his objections came to an
end. Thus Moses was at least partially relying on his brother, rather than totally on God. Such is the
heart of sin. We are all guilty of doing the same thing at times. Are there areas of your life where
you need to depend more completely on God, even totally on Him, for His strength and
understanding, rather than clinging to human logic or using another person as a crutch? Certainly
God sometimes uses two or more persons together in a task, mutually working through each one.
And yet it is His strength in us that really makes for success and assures that the fruit of the work is
to His glory.

Todays Ten Most Used Excuses:

1. I forgot.

. No one told me to go ahead.

. I didn’t think it was that important.

. Wait until the boss comes back and ask him.
. I didn’t know you were in a hurry for it.

. That’s the way we’ve always done it.

. That’s not in my department.

. How was I to know this was different?

. ’'m waiting for an O.K.

10. That’s his job--not mine.

According to a UPI news service, the Metropolitan Insurance Company received some unusual
explanations for accidents from its automobile policyholders. The following are just a few:

--"An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my car, and vanished."

--"The other car collided with mine without warning me of its intention."

--"I had been driving my car for 40 years when I fell asleep at the wheel and had the accident."

--"As I reached an intersection, a hedge sprang up, obscuring my vision."

--"I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law, and headed over the
embankment."

--"The telephone pole was approaching fast. I attempted to swerve out of its path when it struck my
front end."

--"The guy was all over the road. I had to swerve a number of times before I hit him."

--"The indirect cause of this accident was a little guy in a small car with a big mouth."

--"The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, so I ran over him."

Someone once said: “Excuses are the nails used to build a house of failure.”

What is the unshakable Good news for us today? That same all -powerful God that has control
over all people and their senses has assured us that His power can work in our lives when we’re doing
His will and surrendering to His spirit.

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power
that is at work within us,” (Eph. 3:20)
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The verse that brings incredible assurance for each and every one of us is also Romans 8:31-

“If God is for us, who can be against us?”
What is the answer to that question? If you’re in Jesus Christ, and God is for you, who can be

against you? The answer is no one!
There’s nothing that can separate you from the intimate love and presence of God which leads to

the peace, persistence and purpose to fulfill God’s desired destiny for your life.
Apply this today by not only considering what your excuses are, but also by deciding to throw

them away as you follow God.
What are your our particular excuses at this time?

“Don’t look for excuses to lose. Look for excuses to win.

golfer

‘- Chi Chi Rodriguez, Professional
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