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THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY 
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES 

LESSON 9 
 

Elisha’s Miraculous Ministry 

 

Again we must contrast Elijah and Elisha.  Elijah was the messenger of vengeance 
– sudden, fierce and overwhelming.  Elisha was the messenger of mercy and restora-
tion.  Elijah’s miracles, with few exceptions, are works of wrath and destruction; Elisha’s 
miracles, with but one notable exception, are works of beneficence and healing.  

There were definite periods in Biblical history in which the miraculous became 
more or less common.  This was one of those times.  The great spiritual need in Israel 
and Judah provided the setting for the miracle-working prophets, Elijah and Elisha. 

The life narrative of the prophet Elisha seems, almost, to be one of an uninter-
rupted succession of miracles, some consisting essentially of supernatural information, 
and others of supernatural control over men and the forces of nature.  In an era of apos-
tasy and Baal worship, these miracles provided a continuing witness to the Lord as the 
true God and to Elisha as His messenger.  It is difficult to draw up a detailed chronology 
of his life.  In most of the events narrated no further indication of time is given than by 
the words the king of Israel, the name not being specified. 

Elisha was ever the sensitive one.  From giving a farewell dinner to the community 
to helping destitute widows, he was always meeting personal needs.  Elisha employed 
his supernatural powers to their greatest extent.  No other Old or New Testament indi-
vidual (apart from the Savior), with the possible exception of Moses, could match the 
sheer number of his miracles. 

I. PARTING THE WATERS OF THE JORDAN RIVER  (II KINGS 2:14) 

Elisha picked up his master’s cloak and returned to the Jordan River bank.  Strik-
ing the river with Elijah’s cloak, he thundered out, ―Where is the Lord God of Elijah?‖  
Immediately the Jordan waters parted.  This was the first authentication that Elisha had 
his master's power.  This marked the third (and last) time that the Jordan was crossed 
miraculously in Israel’s history. (Compare Josh. 3:17; II Kings. 2:8,14.)  

The students from the School of the Prophets watched all this.  However they 
found it difficult to believe Elijah really went all the way to heaven.  This event may have 
been orchestrated, and certainly recorded, to show that Elijah had actually been taken 
up to Heaven.  Some today insist that he was simply retired and taken to an out of the 
way place.  (They use as evidence of this that Jehoram received a letter from Elijah af-
ter Elijah’s death (II Chron. 21:12). 

II. PURIFYING THE WATERS AT JERICHO  II KINGS 2:19-22 

The citizens of Jericho requested Elisha to help them with their water supply.  They believed it to 

be causing miscarriages and other difficulties.  Things grew, but before they produced fruit, the fruit 

would drop off or the plants would wither.  Elisha purified the polluted city well by pouring a bowl of salt 

into the toxic water (II Kings. 2:19-22) just as Moses did (with wood) at Marah centuries before (Ex. 

15:23-25.).  Evidently, the spring to this day is okay.  Elisha's name is attached to the finest SPRING in 

Jericho, Elisha's fountain.  Please note in 2:21, Elisha gives God the credit.  It was not Elisha and it was 

not the salt ï it was God. Elisha was only a representative agent of God and the salt a symbol. 

Water in Scripture is often a symbol of the Word, of the Spirit who cleanses and re-
freshes, and even of life.  Water that is bad naturally portrays the opposite.  (a) In place 
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of God’s Word, we have man’s futile viewpoint, humanism, idolatrous systems, and ide-
ologies.  (b) In place of the Holy Spirit, there are evil spirits who promote these doctrines 
(doctrines of demons) (1 Tim. 4; 1 John 4).  (c) In place of cleansing, refreshment, and 
life there is pollution, weariness and death.  Salt in this passage refers to two things:  

A. It speaks of the salt of the covenant 
It is like the person of Christ in the life of the believer who gives the Holy Spirit 

as a spring of living water (Lev 2:13; Ezek. 43:24; I Kings 2:20, 21; John 7:37-39).  
B. The Word of God (Col. 4:6) 

It is the word that seasons and gives flavor to the believer’s life with the charac-
ter and purpose of God (cf. Col. 3:16). In essence, as believers in Christ, our lives 
must be filled with both the Spirit and the Word. 

III. JUDGING SOME HOODLUMS AT BETHEL  (II KINGS 2:23,24) 

En route to Bethel he was surrounded by a gang of young hoodlums from that city 
who ridiculed his baldhead (or called him “empty headed.”  Baldness was regarded by 
the lower orders as a kind of disgrace; for as it was one of the usual consequences of 
leprosy, so it was accounted a sign of personal and mental degradation) and suggested 
he follow the recent translation of Elijah.  Elisha caused two female bears to appear, 
and forty-two of these arrogant rebels were clawed as a divine punishment (II Kings 
2:23-25).  The Hebrew word translated “little children,” should doubtless be rendered 
“young lads.”  The same word is found in I Samuel 16:11, referring to David, the “a 
mighty man of valor” (I Sam. 16:18). 

“Bethel” means “house of God” or “place of God.”  This name spoke of worship 
and fellowship with God.  There was also a school of the prophets in Bethel, but in spite 
of this the city was now idolatrous and anything but a center of worship. Hosea, who 
ministered after Elisha, called this city Bethaven “house of wickedness” a name of 
shame (cf. Hos. 4:15; 5:8; 10:5).  It was so called by Hosea because of the idolatrous 
worship Jeroboam had established in order to effect a complete separation between 
Israel and Judah.  

God does not take it lightly when we ignore His Word or hinder its propagation in 
the world among His people.  This is serious business (cf. I Cor 3:16-17 with 10; 11:30). 

IV. CAUSING SOME EMPTY DITCHES TO FILL WITH WATER  (II KINGS 3:16-27) 

This took place during the days of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah.  Jehoshaphat was 
again tricked by the Ahab dynasty into an unholy alliance.  King Jehoram, Ahab’s 
youngest son, persuaded him into a fighting alliance to defeat the Moabites, who had 
rebelled against Israel by refusing to pay their tribute after Ahab’s death (3:1-8).  The 
Moabites were a heathen, idolatrous people whom God had subjugated under David’s 
reign because they were always a threat to the national sovereignty of Israel and their 
control over the land – the land that God had promised to Abraham and had given to the 
nation.  This rebellion of Moab was, however, a divine chastisement of Jehoram be-
cause he had forsaken the Lord.  It was another gracious attempt of God to get the at-
tention of the kings of the north.  

Life’s problems, and pressures are God’s agents and “attention grabbers.”  They 
are designed to be tools of God, mirrors of reproof, and divine instructors, but for them 
to have their effect, we need see them as such through the divine viewpoint of Scripture 
and respond as is necessary according to the Word of God.  I am reminded of the 
words of the Psalmist in Psalm 119. 



The Evening of the Monarchy   Lesson 9 

Unedited 2004 James A.  Borror Golden Minutes MinistriesBox 8399Long Beach, CA  90808   

10/23/2009 

3 

The two allied armies met in the wilderness of Edom and immediately were faced 
with the problem of water.  They turned to Elisha when it was discovered he was (se-
cretly?) traveling with them.  Elisha agreed to help for Jehoshaphat’s sake.  At his order, 
great trenches were dug and the next day God had filled them all with water (3:9-20). 

On the day of the battle, the Moabites mistook the rays of the sun shining across the water-filled 

trenches for blood.  They concluded that their enemies were fighting a bloody battle among themselves 

(3:21-23) and immediately attacked.  This reckless action led them into a trap that resulted in their total 

defeat.  The Moabite king made one last effort to break through the siege by leading an attack of 700 

swordsmen.  When this failed, he took his oldest son and, to the horror of the watching allied armies, 

killed and sacrificed him as a burnt offering to his pagan god (3:22-27). 

Here is a typical “no water” problem of life, a test, a trial, a problem suddenly inter-
jected into life’s experience.  What would you do?  What about the problems you are 
facing right now or that you faced last week or might face in the week to come?  As with 
the three kings, we have two choices:  (a) we can take God seriously and respond to 
Him in faith or (b) we can react, blame God and others and act in unbelief. Our passage 
gives us an illustration of both responses.  

In verse 10 we see the response of Jehoram: ―Then the king of Israel said, ‗Alas! 
For the Lord has called these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab.’” 

Remember, depending on our response, pressure will make us better or worse 
(bitter).  It depends on the attitude and the perspective with which we view and face the 
problem.  Swindoll rightly says, ―Attitudes are all important.‖  Jehoram’s mental attitude 
was negative, but it is typical of the man who refuses to truly get serious with the Lord 
so that he walks dependently on Him in all aspects of life.  The typical procedure is to 
ignore God before trouble, but then blame God and others after it comes. 

V. CREATING OIL IN EMPTY VESSELS  (2 KINGS 4:1-7) 

A. The Story 
Elisha’s prophetic ministry, which is especially highlighted in chapters 4-8, 

clearly demonstrates that God cares for His people and that He sometimes works 
in sovereign and mighty ways that extend far beyond that which we are able to do 
or think as He reaches out to meet needs according to His will.  At Samaria He 
rescued a poverty-stricken widow of a God-fearing man from her creditor, who was 
threatening to enslave her two sons for non-payment.  Elisha ordered the woman 
to borrow every possible container from her neighbors and then pour her remain-
ing jar of olive oil into these vessels.  She did this and every container was super-
naturally filled, thus solving her indebtedness problem (II Kings 4:1-7).  

 
B. God Loves to use Little Things 

1. He used Mosesô rod (Ex. 4:2). 
2. He used Aaronôs rod (Num. 17:8). 
3. He used Davidôs sling (1 Sam. 17:49). 
4. He used Gideonôs trumpet (Jdg. 7:18). 
5. He used the widowôs handful of meal (I Kings 17:12). 
6. He used a little boyôs lunch (John 6:9-11). 
Elisha’s day was a time of great national degeneracy and apostasy, much like 

the times in which we live.  The world as a whole was unsympathetic to God’s 
people and to the ministry of His Word.  It was tough to be a believer and to stand 
for the things of God.  For many believers it was often hard to even make ends 
meet.  Such was the case with the widow in this passage.  She was evidently a be-
liever and her husband had been a prophet, a man of God who was involved in the 
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ministry and teaching of Elisha.  But one of the lessons of the passage is that re-
gardless of the times in which we live and the problems we face there is no prob-
lem or need which God cannot meet if we will simply trust and obey Him.  God 
cares (I Pet. 5:6-7).  The real issue is not the problem, but in our response to the 
Lord in the face of problems.  How do we respond or react?  This is the crucial is-
sue! 

 
C. The Details 

1. This woman was a ñwidow indeedò (see I Timothy 5:3). 
2. Elisha provides for this womanôs needs in a way that allows her and 

others to participate.  
3. This is a two-stage miracle. 

At first, Elisha simply tells the widow to borrow as many empty containers as 
she can, and then to close her door and, with her sons, to fill the borrowed con-
tainers with the oil she has.  She was to obey what God commanded, even 
though it did not make sense to her, and even though she did not know the out-
come.  
4. This was a miracle that enhanced the faith of this woman and her 

children, and perhaps others who witnessed Godôs provision for this 
family.  

5. This miracle is similar to the miracle performed by Elijah in I Kings 17.  
6. By means of this miracle, God not only provided for this widowôs im-

mediate needs, but He also made provision for her long-term needs as 
well.  

The focus in this passage is on the way the Lord takes what He has given us 
like our talents, gifts, physical abilities, and financial provisions and multiplies them 
if we have faith to trust Him to take what we have and multiply it.  She was so des-
titute, that the only thing she had was this oil, which was used for anointing the 
body or for cooking – or she may have been saving it for her burial.  But there is a 
principle here which we find repeated in Scripture: the way God generally meets 
our needs is to take what we have and to multiply it as we turn our lives over to 
Him and obey the principles of His Word.  This is true of our talents, gifts, finances, 
or physical assets.  

Elisha’s absence when the miracle took place would demonstrate that the pow-
er came from God alone, not Elisha.  This was certainly designed to encourage her 
to greater faith and dependence on the Lord.  Devout faith and obedience produc-
es an abundance of spiritual blessings. 

VI. THE SHUNAMMITE WOMAN RECEIVES A SON  (II KINGS 4:8-17) 

In Shunem he was given a sleeping room by a prominent woman of that city and 
her husband.  To reward her kindness for his prophet’s chamber, Elisha promised she 
would have a son. 

Elisha prophesied that the next year at this time she would be holding a son in her 
arms.  A son!  She had not dared to hope for a child, and now the prophet tells her that 
she will bear a child, and that he will be a boy. In that culture, there was nothing more 
important to this woman than a son.  It was too good to believe, as the Shunammite’s 
response indicated: “O prophet, do not lie to your servant!‖  The following year, she held 
that promised son in her arms.  True prophets do not lie. 



The Evening of the Monarchy   Lesson 9 

Unedited 2004 James A.  Borror Golden Minutes MinistriesBox 8399Long Beach, CA  90808   

10/23/2009 

5 

This story primarily centers around this great woman of faith.  There are four other 
actors in this drama – Elisha, his servant Gehazi, the woman’s husband, and of course 
her son.  But the central figure is this woman and her ministry of faith by which she 
showed hospitality to Elisha as a man of God.  

This illustrates again the prominent and important place women have in the Bible, 
in God’s work in the ministry and in the family.  Though men and women are equal in 
Christ, Scripture makes a distinction with men being given the role of leadership.  This 
is, of course, to be a loving servant-type of leadership in the family as well as the 
church.  The role of women is indispensable and they can have vital ministries for which 
every man should have great respect and appreciation.  We are very dependent upon 
the ministries of godly women in a multitude of ways. 

In the case of the Shunammite woman, her husband is alive, but nevertheless it is 
the wife who gets all the attention.  I must confess a certain amount of bias here, be-
cause I somehow find myself not very impressed with the Shunammite’s husband.  So 
far as our text is concerned, it is the woman who is said to be “respected” (NET Bible) or 
“great” (KJV).  Nothing complimentary is said of her husband.  It is the woman who in-
sists that Elisha stop for a meal (verse 8).  She is also the one who suggests to her 
husband that they make a small upper room for the prophet (verse 9).  At best, it would 
seem, the husband went along with the suggestion.  It is to the woman that Elisha wish-
es to give a token of appreciation.  It is this woman who is asked what Elisha can do for 
her.  It is the woman who is promised that she will have a child by that time next year.  
And when the boy was with his father and became seriously ill, the father did not bother 
to attend to his son personally; instead, he had one of his servants take the child to its 
mother. 

This woman is highly commended and greatly blessed of God, regardless of the 
spiritual state of her husband.  There are some who seem to think that because a wife is 
to be subject to her husband, her spirituality and ministry are thereby limited by the spiri-
tuality of her husband.  While it is true that a godly husband enhances the ministry of his 
wife (see Proverbs 31:10-31), it is not true that the wife of an ungodly husband is com-
pletely limited by her mate.  One dramatic example of this is Abigail, whom David com-
mends for being a wise and godly woman, whose counsel he heeds – and this in spite 
of the fact that her husband was a fool (see I Samuel 25:1-42). The same may be the 
case with this Shunammite woman.  What a tribute the writer pays to this fine and godly 
woman. 

VII. RAISING A DEAD BOY AT SHUNAM  (II KINGS 4:18-21; 32-37) 

A few years passed, and the child, now a young boy, went out into the field to be 
near his father during the harvest.  The boy became ill, and the father had one of his 
servants carry the boy home to his mother.  It was there, in his mother’s arms, the boy 
died.  In desperation the mother found Elisha and begged him to do something.  He 
then sent his carnal servant Gehazi who laid the prophet’s staff upon the dead child’s 
face, but all in vain.  Elisha then arrived and stretched his body across the child.  Eli-
sha’s actions are not merely the motions of a man attempting to give artificial respira-
tion.  It is apparent that the child has been dead for several hours.  Elisha’s actions did 
warm the boy’s body (verse 34), but the prophet is not constantly working on the boy.  
Some of the time, he is pacing about, in prayer I would assume (verses 33,35).  The 
raising of this boy was no mere resuscitation by means of artificial respiration; it was a 
raising from the dead, through prayer.  We know, of course, that Elisha did not raise this 
boy; God did. 
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The lad became warm, sneezed seven times, and opened his eyes (II Kings 4:8-
37).  Elisha called to Gehazi and told him to get the boy’s mother.  When she came to 
Elisha, he told her to pick up her son.  She fell on her face at the prophet’s feet and then 
picked up her son and went out. 

Elisha would later advise this woman to leave the land during a divinely sent sev-
en-year famine.  Upon her return, she went to the northern king (Jehoram) to get her 
land back.  Gehazi happened to be there and was relating to the king how Elisha had 
once raised a boy from the dead.  At that very moment she walked in.  The king was so 
impressed he restored all her land (II Kings 8:1-6). 

VII. PURIFYING A POISONOUS STEW AT GILGAL  (II KINGS 4:38,41) 

These were difficult days in Israel.  Our text begins with the notation that there was 
a famine in the land at the time (verse 38).  There was not much food to be had at the 
time, and yet a group of prophets showed up at Gilgal while Elisha was there, and it was 
obvious that they needed to be fed.  Elisha instructed his servant to put the large pot on 
the fire and to make some stew.  They had evidently gotten the ingredients for the pot-
tage, wild herbs, from the field.  Untrained in these matters, the cook mistook the wild 
vine for an edible cucumber or squash.  What he found is believed to be the citrallus co-
locynthus, which had a leaf like a squash but was bitter and poisonous due to its very 
severe purgative qualities.  If eaten in large amounts it would tear up the digestive tract 
and could even cause death.  In small amounts you might not die, but you might think 
you were going to and might even want to.  But there was death in the pot.  The wild 
herbs picked from the field, without the discerning expertise of a master herbalist who 
knew the difference between what was edible and what was not, were poison.  So the 
prophets cried out to the man of God, for only God has the antidote and the means of 
life. 

This was not only embarrassing, it was a serious problem.  It may well be that the 
last available ingredients had been put in that pot, so that throwing it all out and starting 
over was impossible.  These visiting prophets were hungry after their journey, and they 
would have to be fed before they could be sent on their way.  What was to be done?  
The solution was to “save the stew.”  Elisha instructed someone to bring him some flour 
(or perhaps meal).  He took the flour and placed it in the pot, and then instructed that 
the stew be served.  The stew had been saved.  

VIII. FEEDING 100 MEN WITH TWENTY LOAVES OF BREAD AND A SACK OF 
CORN    (II KINGS 4:42-44) 

We must understand that this meal too was served in a time of famine.  A man 
came from Baal Shalisha, bearing the firstfruits of his barley harvest – twenty loaves of 
bread and some fresh ears of grain.  Elisha seems to see these as firstfruits.  He in-
structed that this bread and the ears of grain be fed to the people who were there.  Eli-
sha’s attendant pointed out the obvious – there was not enough bread or grain to go 
around.  He assured his attendant that God had spoken concerning this matter.  Jeho-
vah had promised that ñThey will eat and have some left over.‖ When the meal was 
over, there was food left over, just as God had said. 

The similarity of this to the feedings of the 5,000 and the 4,000 is obvious.  This 
miracle is a prototype of the bread our Lord will provide, in even greater quantities.  He 
who was able to ñhealò the waters of the spring at Jericho was also able to “save the 
stew” and to “stretch a meal” far beyond its normal limits. Did Elijah provide food for the 
widow and her son? Elisha provided oil for a widow and her children, which put food on 
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their table for a long time.  Elisha also provided bread for 100 people.  Surely Elisha is 
able to do what Elijah did, and perhaps even more. Elisha is again authenticated as Eli-
jah’s replacement. 

IX. HEALING OF NAAMAN FROM LEPROSY  (II KINGS 5:1-14) 

Naaman was a “giant” in the mind of his master, the king of Syria.  Naaman’s suc-
cess in his battles with Israel was God’s judgment on Israel, because of the sins of His 
people.  As great as he is, Namaan has one very serious problem – he has leprosy.  A 
ray of hope came from a most unlikely source – an Israelite slave girl, the servant of 
Naaman’s wife.  She had been captured by the Syrians on one of the raids they had 
successfully carried out against Israel. 

This Israelite slave girl is a most remarkable person.  She has every reason to hate 
Naaman and his wife.  Her master is responsible for many raids against Israel, and 
therefore the death of many Israelites – perhaps even this young girl’s parents.  Instead 
of hating her master and finding a certain amount of pleasure in his humiliating disease, 
this young girl seems to genuinely care about the well-being of her master and her mi-
stress.  

Neither Naaman nor his wife seems to have doubted the testimony of the Israelite 
servant girl.  He is faced with a very real problem with protocol.  How does a Syrian mili-
tary commander like Naaman go about requesting the help of an Israelite prophet?  The 
prophet is the prophet of Jehovah, the one true God.  This means that for all intents and 
purposes, Naaman will be admitting that his “gods” are powerless to heal him, and that 
only Israel’s God can do so.  

He obtained the king of Syria’s permission and assistance to pursue healing in 
Israel.  The king of Syria wrote a letter to the king of Israel, politely demanding that he 
see to it that Naaman be healed.  There was also the incentive provided by the offer of 
the money which Naaman had brought with him.  Besides, paying well for his healing 
would keep Naaman on “higher ground”(i.e., higher status), thus enabling him to main-
tain his dignity.  

The king of Syria assumed that there was a close relationship between the king of 
Israel and the prophet of Israel, as there should have been.  Upon receiving this letter, 
the king of Israel should have called for Elisha the prophet, who could heal Naaman.  
But because the kings of Israel had ceased to seek divine guidance, and because they 
assumed that the prophets always spoke against them, it never entered this king’s mind 
to turn to Elisha for help when he was in trouble.  

In spite of the king of Israel’s folly, Elisha heard that the king had torn his clothes 
and so he sent word to the king.  His words were a rebuke for the king’s distress, which 
was completely inappropriate in this situation.  There was no need for the king to tear 
his garments; all the king needed to do was to send Naaman to Elisha to be healed.  In 
this way, Naaman would come to know that there was indeed a prophet in Israel (verse 
8).  

Naaman arrived at Elisha’s house with his whole retinue of attendants.  Surely 
Naaman expected the “red carpet” treatment, because he was a VIP.  He was a revered 
and feared military commander.  He had a letter from the king of Syria, and he had just 
come from the king of Israel, with whom he had an audience, even though he had 
dropped in unexpectedly.  Naaman had his own preconceived ideas about how his heal-
ing should take place.  Naaman anticipated that the miracle would then be performed 
personally and immediately by Elisha, in some dramatic fashion. 
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Things did not go as Naaman expected.  Gehazi conveys Elisha words to Naa-
man: Naaman is to go to the Jordan River and to immerse himself seven times, after 
which he will most certainly be healed of his leprosy.  When Naaman hears this mes-
sage, communicated to him by a (mere) servant, he becomes furious.  He is insulted 
that he has not been treated in a manner worthy of his position.  He wanted the prophet 
to heal him immediately and in the manner he expected.  He was greatly angered that 
he would be told to immerse himself in the muddy waters of the Jordan.  In his homel-
and, there were many beautiful rivers.  If he had to immerse himself, he would do so in 
one of the crystal clear rivers of Syria, like the Abana or the Pharpar.  

Naaman was offended because his pride had been wounded.  If he were to be 
“saved” from his incurable disease, he wanted to be saved “his way.”  Fortunately for 
Naaman, his servants reasoned with him and prevailed.  They were very diplomatic with 
their master, and their argument was convincing.  Naaman grasps the logic of the ar-
gument and concedes the point.  He goes to the Jordan and dips himself seven times in 
its waters.  And when he comes forth after dipping the final time, his skin was like that of 
a young child.  He was completely healed. 

The man who did not even see Elisha when he first arrived outside his house now 
has a face-to-face conversation with the prophet.  Naaman’s words are exactly what we 
would hope for in a new believer.  I think our author meant for Naaman to be a rebuke 
to the Israelites who would read this account.  Naaman came from a country that wor-
shipped false gods, and yet after his healing, he was able to confess, ñI know that there 
is no God in all the earth except in Israelò (verse 15). 

Naaman was completely healed, and he could not have been happier with the re-
sults of his visit to Israel.  It is easy to see why he would wish to meet with Elisha, and 
why he would gladly leave all that he had brought with him to pay for his healing.  He 
urged Elisha to take it, but Elisha firmly refused.  This was a work of God’s grace, and 
he did not want Naaman to have any confusion on this point.  Elisha did not want to 
leave room for Naaman to conclude that he had contributed, in some measure, to his 
healing.  It was only after it became clear that Elisha would not be persuaded to take 
any gift that Naaman asked if he could take some Israelite soil back to Syria.  As Naa-
man left to return to his homeland, it was apparent that he had gained much and had 
lost nothing but his arrogance and his leprosy. 

 

X. PREDICTING THE JUDGMENT OF LEPROSY UPON GEHAZI  (II KINGS 5:15-27) 

Someone once suggested this title for this text: “A Great Medical Miracle: The 
World‘s First Leprosy Transplant.‖  

There seems to have been a Judas-like spirit in Gehazi.  The money, which meant 
nothing to Elisha, meant a great deal to Gehazi.  Gehazi was also Ananias-like (Acts 
5:1-11).  Gehazi has to concoct a story, which is a complete fabrication.  He does not 
ask for all of the treasure that Naaman has brought with him.  But he does tell Naaman 
a story which seems in keeping with the character of Elisha, who refused to accept any 
gratuity from Naaman. 

Naaman had two of his men carry the gift of silver and clothes, but Gehazi stopped 
them before they reached the house where Elisha was.  Gehazi hid this treasure in the 
house, where he was sure Elisha would not see it, but his sin was already known to the 
ñseer.ò  When Gehazi went in and stood before Elisha, the prophet asked him where he 
had been.  Here was his chance to tell the truth and to repent of his sin.  Gehazi chose 
instead to tell yet another lie.  He denied that he had been anywhere.  This would have 
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been hard for anyone to believe, but surely Gehazi should have known better than to try 
and deceive a prophet.  

I can only imagine how Gehazi’s heart stopped when Elisha informed him that he 
has seen it all.  He was there all the time, in spirit, observing his servant’s sin.  The lie 
had been exposed and rebuked.  Now Elisha turns his attention to the sin itself - Geha-
zi’s greed and desire to accumulate riches. 

“This is not the proper time to accept silver or to accept clothes, olive groves, vi-
neyards, sheep, cattle, and male and female servants” (II Kings 5:26b).  He had just 
been healed, and to accept his gifts at this time might give Naaman the impression that 
his healing was something other than a gift of God’s grace, unearned and unmerited. If 
Naaman were allowed to think that he contributed anything to his healing, he would fail 
to grasp the grace of God in his healing and in his salvation.  Thus, the taking of these 
gifts from Naaman was wrong.  

Like Judas Iscariot, Gehazi had been close to God’s spokesman.  As the servant 
of Elisha, he had seen the hand of God at work through his master, and he had heard 
the Word of God.  And yet he chose to forsake his master for material things, to cling to 
lies rather than the truth, to seek to gain rather than to give.  

And for all of this Gehazi gains nothing, except leprosy.  This servant, who seems 
to despise Naaman, the Gentile, is Gehazi, the leper.  He finds that he is no better than 
Naaman; in fact, Naaman is now far better than he, in body and in spirit.  It may be that 
Gehazi later repents and is restored, because we shall find him again in chapter 8.  

Gehazi is like too many people whose livelihood is obtained through the exercise 
of their religion.  Gehazi saw ministry as the pathway to money.  He did not seem to un-
derstand grace at all.  Salvation is a gift of God‘s free grace . Men do not earn it by good 
works, and they most certainly cannot buy it.  And yet this servant of the prophet is al-
ready trying to turn ministry into a profit-making business.  There were those similarly 
minded who came before him – like Balaam, just as there would be those like Simon 
Magus who would come after him (Acts 8:9-24).  Ministry should not be viewed as the 
pathway to wealth.  Elisha was in the prophet-making business (the school of the 
prophets); Gehazi was in the profit-making business (getting some of Naaman’s 
wealth).  

This story teaches us much about the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our Lord 
refers to the healing of Naaman and the feeding of the widow of Zarephath as examples 
of the fact that God had always intended to save Gentiles as well as Jews (Luke 
4:16ff.).  Indeed, God’s purpose had been for Israel to be the means by which He would 
save the Gentiles.  It was those Israelites like Gehazi who resisted God’s purposes, and 
who sought to hoard the blessings of God for themselves; and in the process, they lost 
what they sought to keep and ended up in the same miserable condition of the Gentiles. 

Naaman’s healing is a reminder to us of how all men must be saved.  Men cannot 
come to God in their pride and position and demand the blessing of salvation.  Naaman 
instructs us that when one does come to faith in Jesus Christ, they renounce any false 
religion or worship, and they worship only the One true God.  Naaman understood that 
when he came to trust in God, he also renounced his false religion, never again to wor-
ship as he had before.  He was committed from that day on to worship and to live as 
God instructed.  

 

XI. RECOVERING A LOST AXE HEAD FROM THE JORDAN  (II KINGS 6:1-7) 
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We can see by this passage that things have changed considerably in Israel since 
the early days of Elijah’s ministry.  At that time, Elijah was forced to hide from Ahab and 
Jezebel and those who were seeking his life (II Kings 17:3ff.).  Other prophets had to do 
likewise (I Kings 18:4).  Now, the prophets seem to have more respect.  They are now 
able to travel about the country freely, and even to live beside the Jordan River, where 
their presence could hardly be overlooked.  The prophetic community was no longer in 
grave danger, it seems, and it must have been growing as well.  This may be why the 
prophets thought it necessary to build a larger facility near the Jordan River. 

Elisha is with the prophets when the borrowed axe head flies off into the waters of 
the Jordan.  He hears the plea of the prophet and comes to his aid.  He cuts off a limb 
and thrusts it into the water near the place where the axe head went in.  The iron axe 
head floats to the surface, and Elisha instructs the prophet to snatch it out of the water.  

What happened here was a miracle.  Elisha did not grope around the water with a 
stick until he came upon the axe head and fished it out.  The axe was iron.  Thus, there 
would have been no way to retrieve the axe head out of the water, even if he knew 
where it was.  Elisha plunged the stick into the waters of the Jordan as a symbolic ges-
ture.  The axe head floated to the surface, as though it were a piece of wood.  

XII. REVEALING THE SECRET WAR PLANS OF SYRIA TO ISRAEL (II KINGS 6:8-12) 

We have come to a new era in terms of the relations between Syria and Israel.  In 
chapters 5-7, even though there is military confrontation between Israel and Syria, we 
see virtually no bloodshed.  Wars are commenced, but they are supernaturally termi-
nated in a way that prevents the loss of human life.  Naaman, the commander of the Sy-
rian army, is healed of his leprosy, and he is drawn to faith in the God of Israel (II Kings 
5).  Can’t you just see this man, kneeling in prayer, beseeching God to keep him from 
going to war with His people?  I believe the answers to his prayers are described in II 
Kings 6 and 7.  

II Kings 6:8-14 sets the stage for one such deliverance.  The king of Syria com-
mences a series of attacks against Israel.  These do not appear to be attempts at all-out 
war, but are rather border skirmishes, conducted in guerilla fashion.  This kind of attack 
required the element of surprise, and this is where Elisha was giving the Syrians 
trouble.  Elisha was divinely informed of the king of Syria’s secret battle plans, and the 
prophet would make these plans known to Israel. 

Elisha the prophet, who had once refused to help Jehoram, the northern king, now 
aided him.  The Syrian king concluded a traitor in his camp must be informing Israel of 
their plans, but was told by one of his officers that Elisha was supernaturally revealing 
these plans (6:11,12).  Syrian troops were immediately dispatched to arrest Elisha at 
Dothan.  The prophet awakened the next day and found himself surrounded by a great 
army of chariots and horses (6:13-15). 

XIII. PRAYING THAT HIS SERVANT WOULD SEE AN INVISIBLE ANGELIC ARMY   
 (II KINGS 6:13-17) 

His servant, Gehazi, was terrified, but was soon reassured by Eli-
sha. 
―And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than 
they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, 
open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the 
young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha. And when they came down to 
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him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray 
thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to 
the word of Elisha‖ (6:16-18). 

Elisha then led these sightless Syrian soldiers into Samaria, where 
their eyes were opened. King Jehoram (the northern king) determined 
to slay his helpless enemies, but was forbidden to do so by Elisha 
(6:19-23). This little account by itself totally refutes the devilish claim of 
liberals and unbelievers that the Old Testament is one huge bloody 
―eye-for-an-eye‖ slaughter story. Here an entire Syrian army was de-
feated by sheer kindness. (See Rom. 12:20, 21; Prov. 25:21, 22; Mt. 
5:43-45)   – Wilmington’s guide to the Bible 

XIV. BLINDING THE ENTIRE SYRIAN ARMY  (II KINGS 6:18-23) 

Elisha first prayed that his servant’s eyes might be opened, and they were.  He 
now prays that the eyes of the Syrian soldiers will be closed, and they are.  God struck 
the entire Syrian army with blindness.  

What would have happened if the Syrian soldiers had their eyes opened, so that 
they could have seen the angelic army?  Would they have fallen on their faces in fear?  
Perhaps.  Would they have fled in panic?  It could well have been.  But God seems to 
have wanted to teach the people of Israel an important lesson, and so He has Elisha 
bring the entire army to Samaria. 

Willingly, the Syrian soldiers follow Elisha, who leads them to ―the man they are 
looking for‖ (verse 19).  Wasn’t Elisha the man they were looking for?  Perhaps.  Elisha 
means that they really should have been seeking the king of Israel.  If they are going to 
officially surrender, then they will have to do so to the king of Israel.  And so Elisha 
leads them to Samaria, some 12 miles away.  

Samaria is situated on a hill a few hundred feet high, and so it commands a view of 
the plain below.  The watchmen in the towers of Samaria must have been wide-eyed as 
the Syrians approached from the plain below.  The gates were opened (probably at Eli-
sha’s instruction), and they all entered.  No doubt the Syrians were relieved of their 
weapons before their eyes were opened.  When their sight returned, it was obvious that 
they were defenseless and vulnerable. No one tried to resist. 

The king of Israel thought this was a perfect opportunity to slaughter the entire Sy-
rian army, but he first asked Elisha’s permission.  Who would have ever imagined that 
Elisha would forbid the Israelites to kill these Syrians?  More than this, who would have 
ever entertained the thought of putting on a banquet for the entire Syrian army?  In ob-
edience to Elisha’s command, the entire army was fed.  After dinner, the Syrian soldiers 
are released to return home.  The author tells us that this incident brought an end to the 
guerilla attacks on Israel.  What a way to win a war, not by defeating your enemies, but 
by feeding them! 

In the ancient Near East eating together under one‘s roof constituted 
making a covenant of peace (J. Herbert Livingston, The Pentateuch in Its 
Cultural Environment. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1974, p. 157). 
The Arameans were now bound by social custom not to attack the friend 
who had extended his gift of hospitality and protection. For these reasons 
the Arameans stopped rai ding Israelôs territory for a time. –Walvoord, 
John F., and Zuck, Roy B., The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

XV. PROMISING DELIVERANCE TO THE STARVING CITIZENS OF SAMARIA   
    (II KINGS 6:24-7:20) 
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Some years later (perhaps after Naaman’s death) the Syrians invaded Israel and 
besieged the city capitol of Samaria, causing a great famine.  This must have been in-
describably horrible, for even a donkey’s head sold for $50.00 and a pint of dove’s dung 
brought $3.00.  Things became so desperate that even cannibalism was practiced 
(6:29). 

All this was tragically prophesied over five centuries before by Moses (See Lev. 
26:27-29). The southern kingdom of Judah would later be reduced to this same pit of 
despair during the destruction of Jerusalem (Compare Deut. 28:53 with Lam. 4:10; see 
II Kings 6:25-29).  The northern king, Jehoram, bitterly remembered how Elisha had 
once refused to allow him to kill the blinded Syrian soldiers some years back, and 
vowed to execute the prophet, blaming him for the present terrible situation (6:31).  The 
unruffled Elisha ignored the king’s threats and predicted that within twenty-four hours 
food would be so plentiful that two gallons of flour and four gallons of barley grain would 
only bring a dollar in the Samaritan market.  He also prophesied that the king’s chief of-
ficer, an especially arrogant man, would see this food but never live to eat it (7:1, 2). 

Outside the gate of the city sat four starving lepers who decided in desperation to 
surrender to the Syrians and began walking toward their camp (7:3, 4).  But God caused 
their very footsteps to resemble the clatter of speeding chariots and horses.  In panic, 
the Syrians fled, concluding that Samaria must have hired the Hittites and Egyptians to 
attack them (7:5-7). 

After looting the camp, the four lepers reported the good news to Samaria.  Soon 
thousands of frantically happy men and women were rushing out from the main gate to 
gather food.  In their mad drive, the king’s official, attempting to control the traffic, was 
knocked down and crushed to death, just as Elisha had predicted.  That very day two 
gallons of flour and four gallons of barley grain did indeed sell for a dollar (7:8-20). 

I should point out something else from this miracle. God accom-
plishes several things at one time here. First, God rids Samaria and 
Israel of the Syrian army and of the threat it posed to Israel‘s national 
security. It put an end to the blockade of the city. Secondly, it also pro-
vided an abundance of food for the people of Samaria. Isn‘t this just 
like God? He uses those who had come to destroy Israel, and He 
causes them to be the means of Israel‘s deliverance. What a marvel-
ous God we serve! But there is possibly a third accomplishment here 
as well. Suppose that Naaman was still the commander of the Syrian 
army at this time, or at least that he was somehow among the Syrians 
at this camp. If this were the case, God would have spared his life 
without the shedding of any Syrian blood. The method God used to 
disperse the Syrian army did not include confrontation and warfare. 
God graciously spared the Syrians, as well as the people of Samaria. 
They were simply his ―chastening rod‖ for disciplining the people of 
Israel. God‘s salvation of His people, the Jews, does not prevent Him 
from saving Gentiles as well. 

 – Definbaugh 

XVI. PREDICTING THE DEATH OF BENHADAD, KING OF SYRIA, AND THE SUB-
SEQUENT REIGN OF HAZAEL OVER SYRIA  (II KINGS 8:7-15) 

In II Kings, chapter 8, there is an interesting story that takes place in the life of the 
prophet. Benadad, the king of Syria, had fallen sick.  He sent a messenger by the name 
of Hazael to enquire of the prophet, whether he would live or die from this illness.  Eli-
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sha responded by saying. “He shall surely recover, but he will die.”  Elisha was saying 
that he will recover from the sickness but then Hazael will murder him and take the 
throne.  

Elisha then stared intently at Hazael and then began to weep.  Hazael inquired as 
to why the prophet was weeping.  Elisha said, “Because I know the evil that thou wilt do 
unto the children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men 
wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their women with 
child.”  And Hazael said, “But what, is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great 
thing?” (II Kings 8:12-13)  Hazael’s response, “Am I a dog” is equivalent to saying “This 
is unheard of, I would never do such a thing.  Do you think I would ever stoop so low as 
to do such a heinous thing.  Yet he became the Hitler that Elisha prophesied.  

Elisha’s prophesy came true.  Hazael went home – his mind thinking, pondering all 
the ambitions, all the dreams of ambitions and lusts that had been lying dormant for 
years.  And all of a sudden, it comes to his mind that the king is sick and weak.  So he 
goes into the king’s chambers, sends the servant away, took a towel and wet it and all 
of a sudden begins to smother the king.  Hazael already had the army in his hand and 
so the king is now dead and we see the start of Hazael’s kingship – prophesy fulfilled. 

XVII. PREDICTING THREE VICTORIES BY ISRAEL OVER SYRIA  (II KINGS 13:14-
19) 

Elisha the prophet is in his last days on his sickbed trying to help one of the kings 
of Israel, King Joash, to become blessed and victorious over his enemies.  The nation of 
Israel was at war with the mighty Syrians, and King Joash came to Elisha for some ad-
vice on how to defeat the Syrians because if there was anyone in Israel that knew how 
to defeat the Syrians, it was the prophet Elisha, for he had helped the nation of Israel to 
defeat the Syrians before in the past.  

Elisha tells King Joash to get a bow and some arrows and shoot all the arrows into 
the ground because each arrow will represent the deliverance and the victory that he 
and the nation of Israel would have over the Syrians.  Now King Joash probably had 
about 8 or 9 arrows in his possessions, so if he shoots all the arrows into the ground, 
the nation of Israel would be completely victorious over the Syrians.  But instead of 
shooting all 8 or 9 arrows, he only shoots three of them.  

Because he only shoots 3 arrows into the ground, Elisha was upset with him be-
cause he was suppose to shoot all the arrows into the ground so that the nation of Israel 
would have complete victory over the Syrians.  But because King Joash only shot three 
arrows, the nation of Israel was only able to defeat the Syrians three times.  So when 
the nation of Israel faced the Syrians the fourth time, they were soundly defeated be-
cause of one man who had failed to do things God’s way.  

All King Joash had to do was take heed and do exactly what Elisha the prophet 
had told him to do because what Elisha the prophet was telling him to do was of God.  
And because King Joash failed to do things God’s way, he caused the nation of Israel to 
be defeated by their enemies.  

God actually was giving King Joash the victory over the Syrians, but he had to do it 
God’s way.  Even though it looked somewhat silly to King Joash just to shoot some ar-
rows into the ground so he could help Israel to be victorious over the Syrians, it was still 
God’s way in helping him to become blessed and victorious.  

God’s way looks silly sometimes, but always remember His ways are higher than 
our ways, and his thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and doing things His way is a 
whole lot better than doing things our way.  You may lose some friends and become 
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unpopular with man, but always remember that doing things God’s way is better than 
doing it your way. 

XVIII. RAISING A DEAD MAN YEARS AFTER ELISHA HIMSELF HAD DIED  (II 
KINGS 13:20, 21) 

Elisha died and was buried.  After some years, a corpse was being buried near the 
prophet’s grave and was accidentally allowed to touch the bones of Elisha.  The dead 
man suddenly revived and jumped to his feet (13:20, 21). 

With all that the sacred writer has given us about Elisha, I am not 
satisfied. I would have liked some more about Elisha‘s father and 
mother. I always regret hearing Elisha calling Elijah his father, and no 
more word of honest Shaphat. …Let us determine to be the fathers of 
our children in the spirit also. Let us be specially jealous of our best 
ministers, lest our children pass us by, and claim any other man what-
soever as their spiritual father. Let our children be able all their days to 
say—it was my father; it was my mother. We feed them, we clothe 
them, we send them to school, and we work and lay up for them. 0 let 
no other man, the very best, cast the mantle of the Christian calling 
and the Christian spirit on the shoulders of our children. Let us do that 
ourselves; let us do it early; let us do it now. 1-lere am I and the child-
ren which Thou hast given me! – Alexander Whyte, Bible Characters 


