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THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY 
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES 

LESSON 7 
 

When You Are Ready To Quit! 

I Kings 19:1-21 

 

I. ELIJAH READY TO QUIT (I KINGS 19:1-18) 

One of the most comforting verses in the Bible is a verse in James (5:17).  James tells us that this 

man, Elijah, was a man whose nature was exactly like ours.  He was the same kind of a person we are, 

with the same feelings, the same possibilities, and the same ability to fail that all of us have.  

However, I really do not identify with someone who can walk into a King’s presence and shake a 

bony hand at him and say, ―It is not going to rain in this land until I say so‖, and turn around and walk 

out with confidence that it is going to happen.  Three and one half years later, there still is not any rain in 

Israel.  

There were several other things with which it is a little hard to identify with Elijah as a man of like 

passions or of a like nature as me.  See him, for example, as he challenges the prophets of Baal in I Kings 

18.  I just do not picture myself as doing that.  

You and I, of course, who know the Scripture, know that the real ruler of Israel at the time of Elijah 

was not Ahab, but a woman.  Her name was Jezebel and Jezebel has become synonymous with the 

manipulative, cruel, ruthless part of that species. Rarely would we name one of our daughters Jezebel. 

Ahab had allowed Jezebel to rule in the land by Baal worship. I have tried to show how horrible and 

degraded Baal worship was (See Lesson 6 in this series).  They sacrificed children.  There was immorality 

of the filthiest and the rankest kind.  There was social disease that was about to destroy the people.  It was 

a literal horror story, and this is what Ahab had turned Israel into.   

Undoubtedly Ahab declared in detail the events of the day to Jezebel, point by point.  As the media 

so often does today, he distorted the issues and failed to present the truth because his pride and unbelief 

had hardened him against the truth.  As a result, he brought great trouble and pain to Elijah, to himself, 

and to his nation.  When Ahab comes and tells Jezebel what has happened, Jezebel says, “Let’s send the 

message (19:2) to Elijah.”  The message says, ―So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make 

your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time."  

Now, at this point, I begin to see Elijah as a man of like passions and nature such as I am.  I Kings 

18:3 reads, ―…and he was afraid (NIV).”  The NKJ says “and when he saw that….”  There is a slight 

problem here.  The consonants for the Hebrew word “afraid” and those of the imperfect of “saw” are the 

same.  Thus, the KJV and the ASV have, “and he saw.” The difference in the translation is in the vowel 

pointing.  But nearly all other versions, NASB, RSV, NIV, Amplified, etc., have “and he was afraid.”  

Some have suggested the Massoretes repointed the vowels because they did not want to attribute 

fear to the great prophet.  A number of commentaries have followed the same line of reasoning.  They say 

his flight down to Beersheba and beyond was not a flight for his life, but a trip to get alone with God 

since he saw conditions were not going to change.  It may be that Elijah was not so much afraid as 

disappointed.  He now knows that the Lord's great victory on Mount Carmel has not brought the revival in 

Israel that he had hoped.  He knew the people would soon forget and revert to their paganism. 

For whatever reason, he arose and ran for his life.  He has already run from Mount Carmel down to 

Jezreel, in about the middle of the land of Palestine.  He now goes to the very bottom of what we call 

Israel, the bottom of Palestine, Beersheba, about 70 miles away.  It is a big city now but it was a tent city 

then.  It was the southern most boundary of the land.  (If you wanted to talk about the length of Israel, you 

talked about “from Dan to Beersheba.”) 

He left his servant there, and went another day’s journey into the wilderness.  Elijah is about to 

quit.  I suppose there is, for any of us, a time when we feel that we just cannot go on.  It may be that you 

are willing to quit the moral life.  It may be that the temptation to live with somebody is too great and you 

want to quit that which is against common morality, as well as Biblical truth.  It may be that you are ready 

to quit doing something for God.  Or, maybe it is your job.  Or, maybe it is your family situation and you 
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think divorce is the only way out.  It may be in a relationship to your parents and running away, you 

think, is the only way to handle the situation.   

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours.  Just like the rest of us, he experienced the problem of 

depression – that mental and emotional condition marked by feelings of discouragement, worthlessness, 

dejection, guilt, apprehension, and failure.  The tendency is for us to experience happiness, joy, 

significance, and security according to our circumstances instead of letting the Lord be our stabilizing 

point.  Note what it was in Elijah’s life that caused him to be ready to quit, and then note something of 

how God handled it.   

 

A. He Felt Like he was a Failure in the Sight of God.   

Now, again, this may seem strange to us.  It is hard to identify with a man who has just had 

such a dynamic victory.  But, it is just at that kind of point of life that we often feel the most failure.  

When we have succeeded the greatest, Satan will come along and make us feel the most like a 

failure.  And so, Elijah felt that he was a failure in the sight of God. 

Chapter 19 is in stark contrast to the preceding two chapters.  It deals with the same man, but 

the difference is like night and day.   

   17 - 18           19 

 Elijah is strong in the power of God    Elijah is weak – weak in himself – focused  

and the Word and prayer.      inward. 

 Elijah productive.        Elijah a deserter, non-productive, running away.   

 Elijah victorious, bold, confident   Elijah in failure, depressed, fearful of Jezebel. 

 Elijah occupied with the Lord    Elijah problem oriented. 

 Elijah physically nourished and sustained  Elijah physically weak, famished because of a  

   as he waited on the Lord.      lack of nourishment and lack of rest. 

 

In I Kings 19:4 Elijah ―…prayed that he might die, and said, "It is enough! Now, LORD, take 

my life, for I am no better than my fathers!"  “I just want to quit.”  He is having himself one fine 

pity party.  Oh, he says, it is enough for me to die.  It is enough now, 0 Lord, just take my life.  I am 

no better than my father.  Now, I want you to notice what he is doing when he feels that kind of a 

failure.  This is important.  For often, when we feel like we are failing, it is because we are 

comparing ourselves with others.  He has left the standard of God’s demand and he has picked up 

the human standard of relativity (“I am no better than my fathers.”  Earlier prophets had also failed 

to bring Israel back to god).  He has picked up the standard of comparing himself with someone 

else.  Whenever you get into that, you have moved off of the standard of God’s Grace, of God’s 

accepting you, because you are in Christ.  God has only one standard for you – that simply of 

faithfulness. 

 

B. Elijah Experienced Loneliness in the Will of God.  

You see this in I Kings 19:14. ―So he said,"I have been very zealous for the LORD God of 

hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed 

Your prophets with the sword.  I alone am left; and they seek to take my life."  

Notice that there is a little bit of pride involved in this.  “Look at all I’ve done for the sons of 

Israel.  They have forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine alters, killed Thy prophets with a sword 

and I alone am left.  Poor little me.  I’m the only one trying to do anything for God.” 

Now the fact was that this was not true, as seen in verse 18.  God says, “Hold it.  I have yet left 

7,000 in Israel.  I‘ll bring judgment on Israel but I‘ll at least leave 7,000.  All of those whose knees 

have not bowed to Baal and every mouth who has not kissed him.‖ 

But when you are ready to quit, there often is that sense of loneliness in the Will of God.  “I‘m 

the only one doing it.‖ That is one of the reasons, friend, that you need the church.  That is one of 

the reasons you ought to be there every Sunday.  This is what God means when he says in I 

Corinthians 10:13, ―No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man….‖   You 

are not alone in whatever the problem is that you are going through.  There are other human beings 

who have gone through it too.  You say, “Well, that does not help me”.  It does when you realize 

that if God has brought them through it, he will bring you through it also.  He was faithful to them; 
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He will be faithful to you.  You can take it.  You are not alone in the will of God. 

 

C. He Felt a Weariness in the Work of God  (I Kings 19:14). 

And he said, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because the children of 

Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the 

sword.  I alone am left; and they seek to take my life."  Back in verse 4 he requested for himself that 

he might die.  “I’m just tired, ready to quit this job, I do not see any use going on.”  He does not 

want to die, at least not by Jezebel’s hand.  But he did not really want to die at all.  He wanted to 

quit the work.  He was just tired of the work of God.  You see, we all get tired in the work but old 

Elijah was tired of the work.  And, that is a disaster.  There is nothing in life that, at some point, 

does not become a duty.  Or put it positively – everything in life, at some point, becomes a duty.  

Do not get so hung up on the idea that you have to do everything because you want to, that you 

forget there is such a thing as sheer obedience out of duty and that is not all bad.  Now, if in fact it 

stays that way over and over and you only do it out of duty, then there is a problem.  But, there are 

times in which all of us do things simply because “I ought to or I have to do it” and that’s not the 

time to quit.  “Well, all the joy has gone out of the work”, people tell me every once in a while 

when they want to resign.  “It is just a job now.”  Well, hang in there.  Like romance in marriage, it 

will come and go, and it can come back.  The motivation, the challenge, and the vision of it can 

come back.  Do not quit just because of that.  At some point in life, any pleasure will become a 

duty.  

Paul tells us, in I Cor. 15:58, after the beautiful chapter on resurrection and God’s rewards, 

―Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”  Why does he tell them that?  Because 

some of them were weary in the work of God. 

Someone reading this may be a dear Sunday school teacher or a dear worker in other areas who 

has, for years, been laboring, and now you have become discouraged and tired.  Let me encourage 

you because He will not forget your labor of love (Heb. 6:10).  God knows how to reward those 

who faithfully work for Him. 

 

D. God’s Cure for Elijah (The same as for us). 

1. He provided a very practical ministry (I Kings 19:5-7). 

God sends an angel (or “messenger”).  Here is one that really knows how to serve and the 

angel evidently bakes everything and puts all the liquid there for him and says, “Arise and eat.” 

He finds the hot, baked cakes there and the jar of water and it was so powerful that he was able 

to move on the strength of it for 40 days and 40 nights.  He goes even farther into the desert.  

He goes down to Horeb. (That is Mt. Sinai).  

There is a little problem here.  A straight trip from the broom tree to Horeb (at least where 

most tradition puts the mountain) would have required little more than seven or eight days.  It 

may be that he was simply wandering about much like the children of Israel had done for forty 

years  

If so, there may be a symbolical significance to the forty days and night: 

a. As the children of Israel wandered forty years in the wilderness, so a defeated 

Elijah was to spend forty days in the desert (cf. Num. 14:26-35). 

b. As Moses had spent forty days on the mountain without bread and water(Ex. 

34:28), so Elijah was to spend forty days waiting for a recommissioning by God (cf. 

Matt. 4:1-2).  

c. Both Moses (Ex. 33:12-23) and Elijah found God in a different way than they 

could ever imagine. 

God provided a very practical ministry. That is so much like our God.  He Who knows our 

frame and knows we are dust, just at the time when we are so discouraged we want to quit, that 

is so often the time that He will step in with a very practical ministry.  Sometimes, he does it 

through people.  Sometimes, he does it through dear hands that are willing to cook, work, serve, 

clean and help in so many different ways.  Sometimes, he does it directly by giving you the 
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strength that you need.  Sometimes, it is in a way that we least expect it that God will provide 

for you that very practical ministry. 

2. He provided a personal message (I Kings 19:13).  

You remember the story.  First the wind begins to blow and Elijah goes into a cave.  (It 

may have been the same cave in which God had hidden Moses.)  What a wind!  It says that it 

tore down mountains and it was breaking rocks to pieces.  There is a huge whirlwind that 

comes – but God was not in the whirlwind.   

And then an earthquake comes and the whole mountain begins to rumble.  Elijah listens as 

God is surely going to speak through this catastrophe!  And God was not in the earthquake.   

A fire then comes and burns the forest all around until it seems to be ready to consume 

Elijah himself – and God, just as He was not in the tornado and was not in the earthquake, was 

not in the fire.  We often do not see the hand of God because we are looking in the wrong 

direction.  We are looking for the big things.  We are looking for the extraordinary.  We are 

looking for the miraculous.  And God is not in those.  God is so often in the tiny little things.   

And then the soft, warm breeze begins to blow.  And in that gentle blowing he hears the 

voice of God.  An0d what does it say?  “What are you doing here, Elijah?” I love that.  “What 

are you doing here?‖  

May I note with you that He does not ask why?  In fact, all the way through Scripture, God 

rarely asks why we do things.  God knows that only children are honest enough to answer that 

question.  We adults learn all kind of sophisticated rationalizations to explain why we wanted 

to, but it all comes down to “because I wanted to”.  We find ways to do what we want to do.  

God does not ask why.  What He wants is confession of what we did.  Because the sin itself has 

been covered by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He only asks that we admit that we 

have done it.  ―What are you doing here, Elijah?‖ (I Kings 19:9).  Elijah has to admit that he is 

having a pity party and he is running away from Jezebel and the impenitent nation.  God, then, 

provides a very personal message to him.  He tells him He has others, He has 7,000 that have 

not bowed the knee to Baal and He will provide for them as He’ll provide for Elijah. 

3. He provided a privileged ministry. 

God does not let Elijah get by with his depression.  Sometimes, we get a lot of things out of 

depression.  We get a lot of pity from people.  We do not have to really be responsible for our 

actions.  We do not have to have victory over our circumstances and so it is more fun just to 

stay in the depression.  And, God does not let him get by with that.  God says, “I’ve got a job 

for you to do.  You can do it while you are depressed if you want to or you can do it while you 

are happy if you want to, but you are going to do the job”. 

And He tells him three things.  He tells him that he is to anoint three successors: the 

successor to the King of Syria, the successor to the King of Israel, and his own successor.   

Elijah himself carried out only the third of the commissions entrusted to him (I Kings 

19:19-21); Elisha was deputed to perform the first in person (II Kings 8:7-19), and the second 

through one of his followers (II Kings 9:1-10). 

God said in effect, “Your job is almost over, Elijah.  You are going to have to stop the work 

and I’m going to terminate it but not until you have done the job.”  It is interesting that we 

really do not know whether he carried out the first two parts of his commission.  But God gave 

him a very privileged ministry to anoint two kings and provide for his own successor.  That is 

the answer to the problems of failure in the will of God and loneliness and that sense of wanting 

to quit.  God provides a special message to each of us and a ministry that He simply says, “Get 

up, get busy, go to work.”  In both of these, you see God’s justice and God’s mercy.  God’s 

justice says, “I am going to judge Israel.”  God’s justice will fall.  You do not sin, you do not 

break God’s law.  God’s law breaks you.  You also see God’s mercy in giving Elijah another 

chance.  Another chance of ministry.  Another renewed job of great privilege.  God’s justice 

and God’s mercy.  Psalms (85:10) says that ―Mercy and truth have met together; Righteousness 

and peace have kissed.‖  You see, God is a God of both justice and mercy.  It was justice and 

mercy that caused him to send His Son to die upon the cross for you and for me.  Mercy 

because He loved us.  Justice because the penalty for our sin was paid upon the Cross of 

Calvary. 

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1kings/1kings19.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1kings/1kings19.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2kings/2kings8.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2kings/2kings9.htm#v1
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When you are ready to quit, the real question is “Who are you really serving?”  Paul says, 

―For me to live is Christ‖ (Phil. 1:21).  What would you put in there if you left blank the word 

“Christ”?  For me to live is - what?  What is it in your life?  A pleasure?  A man?  A woman?  

A boy?  A girl?  Money?  Material things?  A job?  If to live is Christ then and only then ―to 

die is gain.‖ 

II. ELIJAH CHOOSES ELISHA (I KINGS 19:21). 

Part of the recommissioning of Elijah involved the choosing of his successor.  Elisha's ministry 

proved several times as long as Elijah's and was filled with both miracle and blessing for many.  The two 

men had probably met before, even as Jesus had met some of his disciples several months before he 

called them to a life of ministry.   

Elijah found Elisha “while he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the 

twelfth.‖  Elisha probably belonged to a family of considerable wealth.  He probably had eleven servants 

each with one yoke.  To obey the prophetic call would mean doing so at a considerable personal loss, 

financially speaking.  It would mean counting the costs.  But Elisha’s responses in verses 20 and 21 show 

us he was a man of faith who was willing to pay the cost.  He was willing to be uprooted from his quiet, 

peaceful, and rural life with its financial security to follow the Lord.  Obviously he knew what his nation 

needed was the Word of the Lord.  

It is also important to note where Elisha was when Elijah found him.  Though he belonged to a 

prominent family, he was at work in the field with the rest of the field hands.  Though wealthy, he was not 

irresponsible or lazy.  He had already developed the kind of character needed for leadership.  Not only did 

hard work build character, it gave him a testimony to those around him.  Many great men of the Bible 

were called into some special ministry after they had already demonstrated an ability and a willingness to 

work and where they had also shown faithfulness and loyalty.   

Elijah's act of throwing his mantle over the shoulders of Elisha expressed the divine call to share 

the prophetic mission.  Elisha's prompt response through destruction of his plow and oxen is an example 

of total obedience and detachment from his former manner of living in order to promote the glory of God.   
Elisha’s desire to bid farewell to his parents may not have been a sign of hesitation on his part as 

much as the desire to present a clear testimony to family and friends that God had called him to a great 

life’s work (cf. Matthew’s banquet in Luke 5:27-29). 

III. ELIJAH HUMILIATES AHAB (I KINGS 21:17-29). 

Elijah again meets Ahab after he had been goaded by Jezebel into the cold blooded murder of 

Naboth and his sons.  Like Ahab’s worst nightmare, Elijah appeared in the vineyard and pronounced 

judgment upon the guilty king. Ahab called Elijah his enemy but Elijah quickly explained that the king 

was really his own worst enemy.  Elijah tells him, ―'Thus says the LORD: "Have you murdered and also 

taken possession?"' And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD: "In the place where dogs 

licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours."  "So Ahab said to Elijah,"Have you 

found me, O my enemy?"  And he answered, "I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil 

in the sight of the LORD: 'Behold, I will bring calamity on you.  I will take away your posterity, and will 

cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free.  I will make your house like the house of 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation 

with which you have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin‘.  ―And concerning Jezebel the LORD 

also spoke, saying, 'The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.' ―The dogs shall eat whoever 

belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field." (I Kings 

21:19-24). 

Stumbling under the blistering judgment, Ahab humbled himself before Jehovah and "went softly.”  

Because of this single response of conscience, God extended Ahab’s dynasty of dozen years. 

IV. ELIJAH DESTROYS AHAZIAH  (I KINGS 22:51-53: II KINGS 1). 

Hoping to be healed from a fall from an upper chamber of his palace, Ahaziah sent to Philsitia for 

help (or prediction) from a shrine of the God Baalzebul, showing himself a true son of Jezebel.  The real 

name of the Syrian deity was Baalzebul, (“the Lord of life”) but the Jews called him Baalzebub (“Lord of 

the flies”) in derision.  By the time of Christ, this had become a symbol of Satan (Mat. 12:24). 
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Elijah stopped the king’s messengers asking if there was no God in Israel.  The messenger reported 

this to the king, describing Elijah as “A hairy man wearing a leather belt around his waist” II Kings 1:8.).  

In fury, king Ahaziah flung an entire company of 50 soldiers, and then another, against the prophet.  To 

his horror the fire that fell on Mount Carmel consumed people as well as bulls.  The third captain saw the 

light, surrendered to Elijah, and accompanied him to Samaria where the prophet personally confronted 

Ahaziah with his appointed judgment of death. 

V. ELIJAH TAKEN TO HEAVEN IN A WHIRLWIND (11 KINGS 2:1-18) 

A. Elisha Succeeds Elijah (II Kings 2:1-10). 

1. Elijah and Elisha have a beautiful relationship (Note 2:11b “…as they continued on 

and talked…” and 2:12 “My father..”) 

The faithful relationship between Elijah and Elisha is one of the most beautiful stories of 

service and companionship in Scripture, reminding one of David and Jonathan.  Elisha became 

the servant of Elijah (2 Kings 3:11).  Elijah seems to have become the head of a school of 

prophets.  The Elisha's time with Elijah was not only an education in theology and in practical 

ministry to others, but in humility, submission to authority, loyalty, faithfulness, and obedience 

in being a servant.  Elisha’s service puts us in mind of Christ’s comment in Mark 10:42-45: 

"You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones exercise authority over them.  43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever 

desires to become great among you shall be your servant.  44 And whoever of you desires to be 

first shall be slave of all.  45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give His life a ransom for many."  

The end became a “testing time for young Elisha, for his master asked him three times to 

tarry behind (II Kings 2:2, 4, 6).  Like Ruth the Moabitess, when encouraged by Naomi to 

avoid the uncertainties of a new adventure with the God of Israel, Elisha too may have replied: 

―Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I 

will go….  .  Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me‖ (Ruth 

1:16-17)      – John J. Davis and John C. Whitcomb, A History of Israel 

2. Elijah parts the Jordan (II Kings 2:6-8). 

Elisha and some 50 "sons of the prophets" watch as Elijah, using his cloak as Moses used 

the rod, smite the waters of the Jordan and crosses on dry ground. 

3. Elisha asks to become the Elijah's successor (II Kings 2:1-9). 

The mention of the other prophets indicates that any of them could be Elisha's heir.  

Elisha's request for “a double portion of your spirit” (II Kings 2:9b) may have been a request 

for twice the power that Elijah had.  And indeed Elisha performed twice as many miracles as 

Elijah.  More likely, however, the request was that he would be Elijah's spiritual successor  

(See Deut.21:17).  The primary heir received a double portion of his father's goods.  But it was 

not a double portion of Elijah's goods that he wanted.  He simply wanted to be the man of God 

who would follow Elijah.  His petition suggests a humble spirit that recognized that to do the 

work of God he must have His power. 

 

B. Elijah Writes a Letter to Jehoram, King of Judah (II Chronicles 21:12-15). 

One of the strangest incidents in scripture is the record from the Chronicler that Jehoram, king 

of Judah, received a letter from Elijah rebuking him for his sin and predicting his terrible death 

from a horrible form of dysentery.  The problem is that Elijah was a prophet to the Northern 

kingdom, and he does not seem to been living at this time.  J. Barton Payne in his commentary on 

this passage (“II Chronicles,” The Expositor’s Bible) answers these objections: 

Elijah's career did involve the south, specifically "Beersheba in Judah" (I kings 

19:3)…. Also, though Elijah's last dated act occurred in 852 (II Kings 1:3,17), his 

translation to heaven (2:11) still need not have occurred till after Jehoram's accession 

as sole monarch over Judah and his crimes of slaughtering his brothers and his 

officials, in the year 848 (8:16).  The words in II Kings 3:11 about Elisha ‗tell us only 

that the latter was Elijah's assistant…not that Elijah was no longer upon earth‘ (Keil, p. 
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397).  Elijah may, however, have been gone by the time of the delivery of his letter, so 

that its sentence of doom could have had the force of a voice coming from the dead. 

Elijah was indeed alive in the second year of the conjoining reign of Jehoram and Jehoshaphat 

his father (II Kings 1: 17; 3:1).  

Another suggestion is that Elijah had the wickedness of Jehoram revealed to him before it 

occurred, just as he had been pre-informed of the elevation of Jehu to the throne of Israel, and the 

accession of Hazael to that of Syria, before these events happened (I kings 19: 16,17). (See “The 

Second Book of the Chronicles”, The Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 6). 

 

C. Elijah is taken up into Heaven in a Whirlwind. 

Elijah was only the second man in history to enter Heaven without dying, Enoch being the first 

(Gen. 5:24; Heb. 11:5).  In one of the most dramatic scenes in the Bible, they saw God's presence 

represented as a chariot with fiery horses.  A chariot was the greatest military instrument known to 

the ancient world and would therefore be an appropriate symbol of God's incomparable power. 

Contrary to what is popularly expressed, Elijah was not taken up into heaven in the chariot.  

That was a symbol of God's presence.  He was taken up into heaven in a supernatural whirlwind (II 

Kings 2:11).  The year was 852 BC and nearly 900 years later Elijah appeared again with Moses on 

the top of the high mountain in the presence of Jesus and three of his disciples.  They talked with 

Jesus about his “Exodus” (His death, Luke 9:27-36) but the real purpose of the appearance was to 

glorify Jesus.  As great as they were in the history of Israel, Moses and Elijah were still merely 

sinful men.  Jesus is God the Son. 

Today, because of the imminent hope of the rapture of believers to go to the Lord, we too have 

the prospect of not seeing death, but suddenly being changed into glorified bodies and caught up 

into heaven to ever be with the Lord.  This is the blessed hope of the church of Christ.  Should it not 

occur in our lifetime, we still have the confidence that death means to be absent from the body and 

present with the Lord (II Cor. 5:8).  Either way we have a blessed hope – the hope of reward and of 

being with our Rewarder. 

VI. ELIJAH IS TO COME BEFORE THE MESSIAH (MALACHI 4:5-6). 

The New Testament identifies John the Baptist as this Elijah (see Matt. 11:14; 17:10; 

Mark 9:11—13; Luke 1:17). There are three ways in which this prophecy might be fulfilled: (I) 

John the Baptist, whom Malachi had already prophesied (see 3:1), was the first to fill the 

promise of the Elijah figure. John, like Elijah, was a minister of the Lord calling people to 

repent and prepare for the coming of the Messiah (see Matt. 11:14). (2) Elijah appeared in 

person along with Moses at the Transfiguration, a stunning vindication of the messianic role of 

Jesus (see Matt. 16:28-17:8). (3) An Elijah-like figure will appear at the end times; he will call 

fire down from heaven just as Elijah did (see I Kings 18:36-40; Rev. 11:1-7). 

       – The Nelson Study Bible, Notes on Malachi 4:5) 

CONCLUSION 

Elijah represents the man of God with great courage and faith, but also merely a man like you and 

me, with a very human nature.  His life encourages us to stand true to God, believing his word, and 

praying fervently. 

 

    MIRACLES INVOLVING ELIJAH  

Miracle          Reference     Elements 

Elijah fed by ravens       1 Kings 17:6    Water and food 

Widow's food multiplied      1 Kings 17:15    Flour and oil 

Widow's dead son raised to life     1 Kings 17:22    Life 

Elijah's altar and sacrifice consumed   1 Kings 18:38    Water and fire 

Ahaziah's 102 soldiers consumed    2 Kings 1:10-12   Fire 

Jordan River parted       2 Kings 2:8    Water 

Elijah's transport to heaven     2 Kings 2:11    Fire and wind 

        – Dr. Constable's Notes on 1 Kings 


