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THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY 
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES 

LESSON 5 
 

The Testing and Training of Elijah 
(2 of a 4 Part Series) 

 

Israel was no longer the strong, vibrant conquerors of the Promised Land they once were.  No long-

er were there mighty leaders like Moses and Joshua.  No longer were there kings who pleased God’s heart 

like David or sought his wisdom like Solomon.  No, this was now a nation divided by childish rivalries 

and petty territorial fights.  The power of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was about to be revealed 

against a nation who had rejected the God of their fathers.   

The once great nation of Israel had left the faith of their fathers and had chosen to indulge in the 

lustful, degrading, satanic pleasures of the flesh.  Idolatry was now the rule of the day.  Israel had ex-

changed the one true faith of history for the worldly belief in Baal.  In the name of peace with foreign na-

tions they had accepted foreign gods.   

Darkness and evil permeated every aspect of their daily lives.   

 The sanctuaries had become polluted with prostitutes.    

  Worship had become polluted with the incense of false religion.   

 Where God was once pleased by the sacrifice of animals, he was now infuriated with the 

sacrifice of innocent children. 

  Separated from God by their sin, Judgment was on its way.   

Israel had abandoned God’s law and turned to the worship of Baal-Melqart.  We saw that Elijah 

was a common man – a man of like passions as you and me.  He was also a man of uncommon courage –  

a man willing to risk his life for the glory and cause of God.  We saw that out of the blue, Ahab was 

confronted by this rugged prophet dressed in his camel’s hair coat, who stood in striking contrast to the 

effeminate, perverted Baal priests.  I imagine him looking like an Abe Lincoln in contrast to a Tiny Tim 

tiptoeing through the tulips.   

Please keep in mind "Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel 

who were before him" (16:33).  So where did Elijah get the strength and courage to do what God told Him 

to do?  Elijah’s courage came about as the result of a common man being absorbed with the reality of his 

God.  His courage was the product of intimately knowing God and living in close fellowship with the 

Lord through the Word and prayer.  In the process, God’s purposes, burdens, values, and desires became 

engraved on his heart.  Being moved by faith, he prayed for the cessation of rain in accord with the warn-

ings and principles of Deuteronomy (Deut. 11:16-17; 28:23-24).  Then, convinced of God’s answer, the 

prophet went forth to declare his message to King Ahab. 

A drought is a painful thing – no rain for 3 ½ years is bad.  We are talking about little children dy-

ing, disease running rampant; everyone was affected in a terrible way.   

This wasn’t just Ahab and Jezebel’s problem any more.  It had become everyone’s problem.  One 

of the worst things about sin is that the innocent suffer with the guilty because of it.  God has always al-

lowed evil to exist right along side good and worked out his purpose in spite of its existence.   

God proves himself most effectively in the midst of terrible circumstances.  Through Elijah’s pain 

and suffering He is going to prove himself to Elijah and prepare him for a great work.   

I. ELIJAH’S MESSAGE  (I KINGS 17:1b) 

A. “I Stand in the Presence of the Living Jehovah.” 

“As the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand…" Elijah does not serve a pagan 

deaf and dumb idol.  His God is not dead.  He is alive!  The Lord God reigns.  Elijah had a pro-

found conviction that he stood in God's presence.  Yahweh is alive and I stand before Him.   

The Apostle Paul preached, "Christ in you the hope of glory." This is not something strange or 

new.  It is so simple it almost baffles the mind.  Paul reminds us in Galatians 2:20, "I have been 

crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me." The 

strength of Elijah is our strength as we dwell in the presence of Yahweh.  As we abide in Christ, we 

draw from His power and strength.  "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God 

in Christ Jesus" (Romans 6:11).   
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I stand in His presence right where I am.  The place does not matter.  What matters is I am in 

Christ.  I am in His presence.  I stand in Him.  Wherever He is I am.   

 

B. Elijah was Committed as God’s Representative 

He was under God’s watchful eye, protection, supply, enablement, and orders.  Here is one of 

the miracles of the universe, that the infinite, almighty God who is transcendent and completely in-

dependent and who can use any means He desires, has nevertheless, created us in His own image 

that we might be a visible representative of the invisible God.  Even after the fall, He has still cho-

sen to use believers to represent Him to a world fallen in sin (Psalm 8). 

 

C. Elijah was Confident in God’s Promises 

Elijah’s prayer for no rain was not just something he cooked up out of his own imagination or 

because he was angry at Jezebel.  Rather, he was acting on the truth of the Word.  He was standing 

firmly on the promises.  His prayer and statement to King Ahab were the result of knowing and be-

lieving the promises of Scripture (cf. Deut. 11:8-32; 28:23-24 with I Kings 18:18.  This shows that 

Elijah was relying on the principles of Deut. 11).  Remember, the prophets of Baal claimed Baal-

Melqart was the god of thunder, rain, and good crops.  Elijah’s declaration in I Kings 17:1 strongly 

challenged the reality of their god and their faith.  It showed Baal was false and impotent and that 

the prophets of Baal were liars.  It also showed truth and salvation could only be found in the 

prophets of Yahweh who alone spoke for God. 

II. ELIJAH FED BY RAVENS  (I KINGS 17:1 - 7) 

Being the only person who could stop the drought, Elijah became a "hot property" in Israel.  For 

that reason, he was commanded by the Lord to leave the country and head for the brook Cherith, where he 

would be miraculously fed by the ravens, birds that are not usually noted for their penchant for sharing 

their food.   

Not only was Elijah escaping the king’s wrath but he also was escaping what surely would have 

been constant pressure on him to call off the drought.  Elijah claimed that the rain would come only at his 

word.  How often in 3 1/2 years would the king have pressured Elijah to stop the drought? 

The location of Cherith is disputed.  All we know is that it was a brook that was probably fed by 

melting snows from the mountains, so it would run long after others had dried up. 

God sometimes gives unusual and seemingly contradictory commands.  Abraham was told to take 

his only son to the mountain and sacrifice him.  This was the promised child that God was going to build 

his nation from and God told Abraham to kill him.  To say this was a surprise is an understatement.  In 

our text Elijah goes in the boldness of the Lord and stands before the king with his proclamation of faith 

and now God commands him to go hide.  I realize that Elijah must be protected, I know that when the 

drought began to get severe, Ahab would begin to get irritated.  But I also know that God could protect 

Elijah without him hiding.  God commands Elijah to hide so He can prove himself to Elijah.  To go and 

hide for Elijah is not exactly a vacation; matter of fact, looking at his character, hiding was probably the 

last thing he wanted to do. 

In Kindred Spirit, Larry Dinkins writes: 

Sooner or later obedience to the Great Commission will involve risk.  The buzz 

word today is not „risk‟ but „security.‟ Risk may be popular as a parlor game but not 

as a lifestyle.  People are interested in social security, home security, secure savings 

and loans, and especially secure relationships.  The problem is that our security-

oriented culture tends to insulate us from the real needs around us while at the same 

time maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain. – Larry Dinkins, “At The End of The 

Road - Taking Risks to Achieve the Greater Reward,”  Kindred Spirit, Autum 1991. 

Cherith means a cutting, separation, a gorge, a torrent-bed or winter-stream, a "brook," in whose 

banks the prophet Elijah hid himself during the early part of the three years' drought (I Kings 17:3,5).  It 

has been identified by some as the Wady el-Kelt behind Jericho, which is formed by the junction of many 

streams flowing from the mountains west of Jericho.  It is dry in summer.  Travelers have described it as 

one of the wildest ravines of this wild region, and peculiarly fitted to afford a secure asylum to the perse-

cuted.  But if the prophet's interview with Ahab was in Samaria, and he thence journeyed toward the east, 

it is probable that he crossed Jordan and found refuge in some of the ravines of Gilead.  The "brook" is 

said to have been "before Jordan," which probably means that it opened toward that river, into which it 
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flowed.  This description would apply to the east as well as to the west of Jordan.  Thus Elijah's hiding-

place may have been near the Yarmuk, in the territory of the half-tribe of Manasseh.   

 

A. God's Protection (I Kings 17:3) 
God will lead us to places we don’t necessarily want to go, but the great thing is that once we get 

there we realize it’s the best place to be.  During this drought other people were running out of water, 

but Elijah had plenty.  Other people were starving and Elijah had two squares a day.  Would Elijah have 

learned as much about God’s faithfulness if Elijah had stayed home?  

Elijah is sent to the place of cutting partly as protection from Ahab.  Perhaps that was part of it 

but it was not the primary reason because later God sent Elijah to face the king and the king made 

no attempt to slay him (I Kings. 18:17-20).  More likely the reason was seclusion, concealment.   

1. The Hebrew word for “hide means “to hide, conceal, cover.”  

In the Hebrew text it is a reflexive stem and refers to what one does to and for himself.  So 

it means “to hide, conceal yourself.”  It refers to a deliberate and decisive choice in obedience 

to God’s command.   

2. A main idea of the verb is “to be absent, out of sight.”  

Literally it means “absent yourself.”  The noun form, seter, is used of the womb as a secret 

place, a place of shelter (Ps. 139:15). 

3. The verb is used in relation to God’s presence as the omniscient One who becomes a 

hiding place, a shelter for the believer. 

“Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me in the shadow of Thy wings.” (Psalm 17:8) 

“Thou dost hide them in the secret place of Thy presence from the conspiracies of man; 

Thou dost keep them secretly in a shelter from the strife of tongues”       (Psalm 31:20) 

a. Our circumstances are in God’s hands.   

b. Nothing comes our way in which God does not first approve. 

c. No trial is approved unless God knows it’s the best thing for us spiritually.   

B. God’s Provision  (I Kings 17:6) 

God hid Elijah by the brook in verse three and He fed him night and day.  “The ravens brought 

him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from 

the brook” (v.  6).  "God's work done in God's way, will receive God's supply"  – (Hudson Taylor). 

“Elijah was commanded to hide himself.  If Providence calls us to solitude and re-

tirement, it becomes us to go: when we cannot be useful, we must be patient; and when 

we cannot work for God, we must sit still quietly for him.  The ravens were appointed 

to bring him meat, and did so.  Let those who have but from hand to mouth, learn to 

live upon Providence, and trust it for the bread of the day, in the day.  God could have 

sent angels to minister to him; but he chose to show that he can serve his own purpos-

es by the meanest creatures, as effectually as by the mightiest.  Elijah seems to have 

continued thus above a year.  The natural supply of water, which came by common 

providence, failed; but the miraculous supply of food, made sure to him by promise, 

failed not.  If the heavens fail, the earth fails of course; such are all our creature-

comforts: we lose them when we most need them, like brooks in summer.  But there is 

a river which makes glad the city of God, that never runs dry, a well of water that 

springs up to eternal life.  Lord, give us that living water! – Matthew Henry 
Liberal interpreters try to eliminate the supernatural from this passage.  Some try to make the 

Hebrew word for “Ravens” stand for “Arabs” or “Orebites” (from the fictional town of “Oreb!”).  

Some say the word means “step-dwellers,” proposing that Elijah was fed by friendly Bedouins,  

(See  Mastering the Old Testament by Russell Dilday), but the miracles seem to belong in the pas-

sage.  Elijah is being prepared for his great need of faith in the confrontation with the prophets of 

Baal.  How could he ever forget the twice daily flight of Ravens who fed him? 

God also chose to supply Elijah’s needs through a brook, not a river, or a lake, or an artesian 

well.  It was a brook that would dry up very soon and Elijah knew that.  The Lord sent Elijah to a 

brook He knew would dry up.  God does this to remind us of a number of spiritual lessons like:  

1. True joy, meaning and significance in life does not consist in the abundance of our   

possessions (Luke 12:15).  

2. “Better is the little of the righteous than the abundance of many wicked.” (Ps.  37:16)  

3. “Better is a dish of vegetables where love is, than a fattened ox and hatred with it.”  
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   (Pro. 15:17)  

4. “Better is a little with righteousness than great income with injustice.” (Pro. 16:8) 

5. “Godliness with contentment is great [i.e., the greatest] gain.” (1 Tim.  6:6) 

 

C. Elijah's Preparation 

Not only was Elijah being taught by God, Elijah’s time alone was also protection from himself:  

from things like a disordered inner life, spiritual defeat, being prideful over accomplishments, sel-

fish living, a demanding spirit, from operating by his wisdom, from fear, from insensitivity to 

people and to the Lord.  Hiding ourselves becomes a protection against burn-out, against lives of 

futility, against living to please people rather than God, and from becoming preoccupied with this 

world rather than with our God and what we have in Him. 

God was not only protecting Elijah in the wilderness, but He was also preparing him for future 

service.  All of Elijah's security has been stripped away until he must depend entirely upon the 

Lord.  It is not Elijah's ingenuity, or creativity, or ability, or personal power, or determination.  Eli-

jah stands in the presence of the Lord God and God is honing his faith.  We shall see the prophet 

standing before the 850 false prophets of Baal.  It will be an 850 to 1 contest.  On whose side do 

you want to be found? The Lord God called Elijah to stand in His presence and He provided for His 

servant. 

Before Elijah could stand on Mount Carmel, he needed to sit by the brook.  Before the 

more mature faith and ability to handle the Mount Carmels of life, there must be the ma-

turing experiences of the Cherith brooks of life and the widow of Zarephath.  These are 

the testings of life that purify and build as they teach us to trust in the Lord and stay occu-

pied with Him.  Of course, we don‟t like these experiences because they hurt.  As the au-

thor of Hebrews says, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; 

yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righ-

teousness. (Heb. 12:11) 

 – “Studies in the Life of Elijah”  by J. Hampton Keathley III, Th.M. 

III. ELIJAH SENT TO ZAREPHATH  (I KINGS 17:8 - 16) 

A. The Reason God’s Provision Changed  (I Kings 17:7) 

Our text tells us “that the brook dried up.”  What brook?  The very one God promised as a 

source of water.  Remember the saying, “Cheer up, things could be worse.  So I cheered up, and 

sure enough, things got worse.”  Today, we would say what happened to Elijah was according to 

Murphy’s law!  This is the natural way to respond, but as those who know the Lord we need to see 

beyond the natural to the reality of our God. 

Note also, that the words “dried up” refers to a process.  Elijah did not just wake up one morn-

ing and suddenly find everything gone.  Day after day he saw the little brook dwindling in its water 

supply and he knew what was coming.  What must he have thought?  What do you suppose he did?  

Was he measuring the depth of the brook each day?  Or was he focused on the Lord and His prom-

ises?  I believe he was trusting in the Lord. 

Well, what would you have done as the brook dried up?  Sit there quietly claiming promises 

like “the battle is the Lord’s,” or “stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, for the Lord this day 

will fight for you,” or “they that wait upon the Lord ”?  Howard Hendricks humorously writes, “I 

have the highest respect for Elijah.  I wouldn‟t have been able to sit there and watch the brook di-

minish.  I would have gotten out my road map and been looking for every water hole in the area.  

My motto would be: „Don‟t sit there.  Do something.‟”  Isn’t this the tendency for all of us? 

   – Howard G. Hendricks, Elijah, Confrontation, Conflict & Crisis. 

Remember the reason for the drying up.  It was because “there was no rain in the land.”  But 

why was there no rain in the land?  Because Elijah had prayed for no rain.  God was simply answer-

ing Elijah’s prayer, a prayer, however, designed to bring the people to their knees so they would 

turn back to the Lord.  Sometimes we forget that God does not insulate the believer from the conse-

quences of natural (or supernatural) actions.  The rain falls on the just and on the unjust. 

When we pray for revival in our nation or for the restoration of others, it means God may have 

to bring about suffering to get their attention.  This also means we may have to suffer in the 

process.  Are we willing?  Are our values and our concern for the glory of God, for justice in socie-

ty, and for the salvation of people such that we are willing to suffer in the aftermath of God’s deal-

ings with the nation or others to see them turn to the Lord?  This really challenges our faith and the 

http://www.bible.org/docs/author/jhk3.htm
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level of our commitment. 

God left the prophet by the brook until it was dry as a bone.  Then, having worked in the heart 

of the prophet, He came to him in his need and sent him to his next place of provision.  Again, it 

was a place for growth, but also ministry.  That’s life.  God is developing our faith in Him that He 

might use us in the lives of others and them in our lives as well. 

Even when everything is drying up God is still in control!  
 

B. God Directed Elijah to be Provided for by a Poor Gentile Widow in Zarephath.  

(I Kings 17:8 – 10) 

“Zarephath” means a “crucible” or “smelting place.”  Going to Zarephath required Elijah to 

travel right through Israel, where Ahab was hunting for him (I Kings 18:10), and Zarephath was in 

Sidon, right in the heart of Baal country (where Jezebel was from). 

Once again, along with the command, God gives Elijah a promise (I Kings 17:9b).  He will 

provide for him through a widow there. 

Annie Johnson Flint (1866-1932) wrote the words to this song:   

He giveth more grace as our burdens grow greater,  

He sendeth more strength as our labors increase;  

To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,  

To multiplied trials he multiplies peace.   

  

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,  

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,  

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources  

Our Father‟s full giving is only begun.   

  

His love has no limits, His grace has no measure,  

His power no boundary known unto men;  

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus  

He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again.   

James 4: 6 says, “He giveth more grace.”  Elijah found this to be true of the Lord, for having 

passed from Cherith, he found at Zarephath (according to the word of the Lord) a further supply. 

 

C. God’s Unusual Provision  (I Kings 17:11 – 14) 

The Lord is never confined to any one method in supplying our needs, but uses a variety of 

ways, people, things, places, and conditions, generally natural, sometimes supernatural, to supply 

them.  When the brook dried up, God could have caused water to come out of a rock as with Moses, 

or from a hollow place, as with Samson (Judges 15:18-19).  Instead, He moved Elijah to another 

place, a very unlikely place I might add, because He had other things in mind for Elijah.  He always 

chooses a way or a tool that is most beneficial to His purposes for us and those around us. 

1. The widow’s poverty 

Poverty was a real issue in that day and age.  This was heightened by the plight of most wi-

dows.  Compounding the problem was the fact that there was a severe drought and famine.  

These things all worked together to intensify the problem of poverty.  Life was a day-to-day 

struggle for food for most people.  The only people who didn’t really have to worry were the 

wealthy land owners and the royalty.  Everyone else lived pretty much day-to-day.  The routine 

was to get up and go to work.  Then when you got paid, you stopped at the market to buy food, 

just enough for the day. 

Some so-called scholars speculate that the widow was really holding out on Elijah when 

she told him that she had nothing.  They speculate that she really had a stash of baking supplies 

hidden away in a corner of the house.   

That is preposterous.  Widows of that day didn’t hoard stuff.  They didn’t because they 

couldn’t afford it.  They lived hand-to-mouth.  It was not easy to be a widow.  There were no 

savings accounts or life insurance policies to take care of her after her husband died.  On top of 

that, she had a son.  We all know what boys are like as they grow up.  They eat, and eat, and 

eat, and eat.   
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To say that the widow had food stashed away is a ridiculous statement.  It’s utter nonsense.  

She was destitute.  She was poorer than poor.  She tells Elijah, “I am gathering a couple of 

sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.”  

Here’s a woman who had given up.   

She believed in God.  She admitted that to Elijah, but she had given up hope of surviving.  

When we think of this we may think of the old nursery rhyme:  

Old Mother Hubbard went to the cupboard,  

To get her poor dog a bone.   

But when she got there, the cupboard was bare;  

And so the poor dog had none.   

This was a widow with bare cupboards.  She had nothing.  Which makes it all the more 

amazing that God would send Elijah to her to feed him. 

2. God’s Promise  (I Kings 17:13,14) 

In verses 13 and 14, we find a beautiful promise given by God.  The widow had lost all 

hope of surviving, but she is comforted and given a promise from God.  It always seems that 

when we are at the end our rope that God gives us a promise to hold on to.  To say that widow 

was at the end of her rope would be an incredible understatement.  She had given up and was 

planning on dying.  This was the end for her.  She couldn’t take it anymore.  It was too difficult 

to find food any longer.  She was tired and worn out from the stresses of life.   

God, however, in his perfect timing brings these two people together.  Elijah needs food.  

The widow needs food, but she also, more importantly, needs hope.   

That’s what we all need, even more than food we need hope.  Without hope, we have noth-

ing.  That’s why people with money sometimes commit suicide.  They have no hope.   

Elijah doesn’t start off by blasting her for that kind of thinking.  He doesn’t condemn her 

attitude.  He simply says, “Do not fear.”  Three simple yet comforting words uttered by God’s 

prophet.  “Do not fear.”  How simple yet profound.  The psalmist, in Psalm 37, says, “Fret not 

yourself.”  

At this point the widow probably wasn’t worrying, because she had decided that it was all 

over anyway.  At some point along the way, she probably was worrying and fretting about 

where the next meal was coming from.  She probably worried about her son getting something 

to eat.  She may have lain awake at night thinking and worrying about it.   

Worry does not do us one bit of good.  Jesus said, “And which of you by being anxious can 

add a single hour to his span of life?”  Worry does us no good.  Worry isn’t going to add a 

minute to our life.  If anything, it will shorten our life.   

Elijah offers comfort to the widow.  He is telling her not to be afraid or scared, not to worry 

or fret.  He then tells her to go and do what she said she would do, but to first make him a cake 

of bread to eat.   

Didn’t he listen to what she just said?  She said that she only had enough for her and her 

son, and then they would die.  This is an audacious instruction from Elijah.  In effect he is ask-

ing to eat the last bit of food that she has.  He has some kind of nerve.  Then he delivers….  

This audacious instruction is followed up by a word from God.  It is comforting to hear the 

words, “Thus says the Lord.”  The promise of God is, “The jar of flour shall not be spent, and 

the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.”  

Wow!  What a promise.  The despair is gone.  The worry is gone.  The promise of God is 

comforting.   

God’s promises are comforting throughout the Bible.  We think of God’s promise to Abra-

ham to have a son in his old age.  We think of the commandment that says, “Honor your father 

and your mother, that your days may be long in the land.”  The apostle Paul identified that as 

the first commandment with a promise.  We think of the prophet Malachi’s statement that when 

we are faithful with our tithe, God will open the windows of heaven and pour blessings out on 

his people.  We think of Jesus telling his disciples, as he went back to heaven, “I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”  These are just a few of the comforting promises of God found 

throughout his Word.   

Here is the promise of a miracle.  God promises to provide food for the widow and her son, 

and Elijah.  What can we learn from the miraculous provision of Jehovah for the prophet and 

the widow?  We see that God is not limited as to how he can provide for his servants.  He took 
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care of the woman by sending a prophet; he took care of the prophet by preparing a woman.  He 

works all things together for good, even when we do not have the slightest idea how.  The 

woman was obedient and provided for the prophet, and Jehovah, in turn, provided for her and 

her son.  There was, however, one last act that had to be accomplished to bolster this woman's 

faith.  If there is one thing that will strengthen faith, it is to see the life-giving power of Jehovah 

administered through his people.   

It might seem logical to most Christians today, especially those living in the prosperous 

United States of America, that once this woman had such great faith to believe God for pros-

perous provision, that the rest of her life would be "lived in victory" without ever encountering 

another problem or fear.  Some would have us believe that, if we just give to the man of God, 

we will always have everything we need and never suffer sorrow or affliction.  That might be a 

good way of raising money, but it has no sound Biblical foundation.  In fact, many Christians 

living in countries that officially persecute the people of God, are living proof that such think-

ing is fallacious.   

There are many who believe that, when hard times come, it is because we somehow lose 

our faith or speak some doubtful words or commit some kind of specific sin that causes us to 

fall out of favor with God.  That kind of thinking is nothing new, and was obviously the kind of 

mindset that this widow woman possessed.   

IV. ELIJAH RAISES THE WIDOW'S SON TO LIFE  (I KINGS 17:17-24) 

A.  The Widow's Son Dies (I Kings 17:17)   

"Now it came about after these things that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, be-

came sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in him." (I Kings 17:17) 

There is nothing so painful as the death of a child.  Pain, sorrow, shock fill the widow's heart.  

The widow's son dies (v.  17).  The phrase "no breath was left in him" does not describe a respirato-

ry ailment.  It is simply telling us the boy was no longer breathing.  He was dead.  The only family 

the widow had left is dead.   

Joseph Bayly in The Last Thing We Talk About writes of the agony of losing a child.  Joe lost 

not just one son, but three sons; one at 18 days, after surgery; another at 5 years, from leukemia; 

and a third at 18 years, after a sledding accident complicated by hemophilia.   

Of all deaths, that of a child is most unnatural and hardest to bear.  In Carl 

Jung's words, it is „a period placed before the end of the sentence,‟ sometimes 

when the sentence has hardly begun.   

We expect the old to die.  We expected my mother to die.  She was 91, and God 

was merciful.  The separation is always difficult, but it comes as no surprise.   

But the child, the youth?  Life lies ahead, with its beauty, its wonder, its potential.  

Death is a cruel thief when it strikes down the young.  

The widow's dreams, plans, future that has been embodied in her son, are all struck down in the 

lifeless body in her desperate arms.   

How do you live through the death of a child, a son or daughter?  I have not had such a personal 

experience, but from the testimonies of others I know there is only one way.  You draw your 

strength from the indwelling presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He gives us His power as we abide 

in Him.  When we need wisdom to know what to do in the desperate trying situation, He gives us 

wisdom.  When we are overwhelmed with pain and sorrow, He gives us grace to work through our 

grieving.  When we sit and stare at the empty chair He gives us His presence and peace. 

 

B. The Widow Became Angry at Elijah  (I Kings 17:17-18)  

If you minister long enough to hurting people you know that you will often become the target 

of their bitterness, resentments and anger.  You will become the lightning rod upon which a million 

volts of emotional discharge will strike.   

So she said to Elijah, "What do I have to do with you, O man of God?  You have come to me to 

bring my iniquity to remembrance and to put my son to death!" The New English Bible reads, 

"What made you interfere, you man of God?  You came here to bring my sins to light and kill my 

son!"  The Living paraphrase reads, "O man of God, she cried, what have you done to me?"  

We have no idea what the widow's guilt was, but in her mind, it was enough to kill her son.  At 

least that is how she felt.  In her mind overwhelmed with pain and hurt, the man of God became the 

angel of punishment.  The poor woman felt utterly hopelessly condemned.  When you are going 
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through a difficult time, remember not to jump to hasty emotional reactions.  It is not the time to in-

trospect and pass judgment on yourself – or others.   

 

C. God Met the Widow's Pain with His Power  (I Kings 17:19-24) 

Elijah patiently waited for the widow to discharge her painful wrath.  He then took the child 

and laid him in his bed.  And he called upon the Lord God.  What did he pray?  “He called to the 

Lord and said, 'O Lord my God, have You also brought calamity to the widow with whom I am stay-

ing, by causing her son to die?”  Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to 

the Lord and said, 'O Lord my God, I pray You, let this child‟s life return to him.’” (verses 20,21). 

God chose to answer Elijah's prayer by giving life back to the child (verse 22,23).  “The Lord 

heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child returned to him and he revived.  Elijah took the 

child and brought him down from the upper room into the house and gave him to his mother; and 

Elijah said, „See, your son is alive‟”  

Elijah doesn’t shout, “Look what I have done!”  There is a simple humble response as he 

handed the mother her child.  “See, your son is alive.  See, Jehovah, the God of Israel is alive.  Look 

what God has done.  I saw God do it!”  

 

D. The Widow Believes (I Kings 17:24) 

The world is waiting to see a clear demonstration of God's hand and then they will believe, and 

not until then.  The world is not impressed by what we do.  They are not impressed with our asking 

God for a little help when we get into a tight spot.  They are waiting to see Him do that which is 

humanly impossible.   

The widow woman said to Elijah,  "Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of 

the Lord in your mouth is truth."   

 

E. Jesus’ Use of This Passage  (Luke 4:25 – 27) 

(25) But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was 

shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land;  (26) but 

to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a 

widow.”  Luke 4:25-27 

Jesus used this passage as a refutation of the self-righteous bigotry characteristic of the Jews in 

Jesus' time.  Were there any widows in Israel that would have done the same thing?  More than 

likely, there were.  But God wanted to express His feeling toward the people of the northern king-

dom who had acquiesced to the idolatry and rebellion of their king.  This same attitude of self-

righteousness exists today in the visible church.  God does not always have to do things according 

to our denominational or independent ideas and programs.  Jehovah had a woman who lived in Je-

zebel's backyard, one who had faith enough to believe His command and obey the man of God, 

even though what he desired apparently meant certain death to her and her son.   

 

CONCLUSION 

Cherith and Zeraphath – through these two tests, Elijah learns on a deeper level that God will 

provide for him and protect him, and that God will work through him to influence others to turn to 

Him.  These are exactly the things Elijah will need when he takes on Ahab and the whole Baal wor-

ship system on Mt. Carmel and challenges Israel to return to Jehovah.  Elijah had no knowledge at 

this point that God would call on him to do this, but God knew.  He was carefully preparing him for 

it.  Without chapter 17 of I Kings, chapter 18 would read very differently  

Got any rivers you think are uncrossable? 

Got any mountains you can‟t tunnel through? 

God specializes in things thought impossible; 

He can do what none other can do! 


