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THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY 
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES 

LESSON 3 
 

“All the King’s Horses and All the King’s men…” 

     I Kings 11 – 13 
 

 After portraying Solomon's rise to power, his prayer for wisdom, and the unrivaled successes that 

he enjoyed, the author of I Kings concludes his treatment of Solomon by revealing Solomon the sinner in 

chapter 11. 

 I Kings 11:1-13 deals with Solomon's sin of turning his heart away from God because of his 

foreign wives.  I Kings 11:14-40 describes resistance to Solomon that developed in the later part of his 

life.  This resistance is seen as a punishment for Solomon’s sin.   The emphasis of these verses is on 

Jeroboam (verses 26-40), who was exiled by Solomon after Ahijah the prophet prophesied of Jeroboam's 

role in a divided kingdom.   

 I Kings 12 lays out the circumstances that led to the division of Solomon's kingdom under his 

son, Rehoboam.   Jeroboam's reign of the Northern Kingdom is narrated in the last part of chapter 12 and 

the opening verses of chapter 13.   

 

I.   LESSER OPPOSITION TO SOLOMON  I KINGS 11:14-43  

 The author of 1 Kings presents three little portraits of resistance against Solomon's rule as 

evidence of God's judgment on Solomon because of his sin.  The first two illustrate the principle of 

Deuteronomy 28:20-25 that disobedience to God will lead to national disasters.  I Kings 11:14 and 23 

specifically state that the Lord raised up an adversary against Solomon.  One cannot escape the 

conclusion that the Lord led, or at least used, these adversaries to oppose Solomon as punishment for his 

sins. 

 

A.  Hadad (I Kings 11:14-22) 

Hadad was a child of the Edomite royal family who was smuggled out of Israelite control to 

Egypt.  While in Egypt Hadad grew up, married into the Egyptian royal family, and had a son who 

was raised in the Pharaoh's court.  However, when David died, Hadad returned to Edom to harass 

Solomon.  Hadad did not possess the capacity to regain total control of Edom, or he would have 

simply cut off Solomon's access to Ezion-Geber and the trade routes to the south.  He probably 

engaged in guerilla-type warfare against Solomon, perhaps operating out of the area of Petra, 

creating disruption and loss.  However, the fact that Hadad opposed Solomon was a sign that 

Israel's power had declined in Edom from the time of David, a clear indication of the judgment of 

God. 

 

B.  Rezon from Zobah (I Kings 11:23-25) 

These verses are a continuation of material found in II Samuel 8:3-12 describing David's defeat 

of Rezon's master, King Hadadezer.  The location of Zobah is uncertain, but it was north of Israel 

and not too far from Damascus.  Verses 23-25 describe Rezon as having rebelled against Hadadezer 

and having established his own band of fighters who went to Damascus and gained control of that 

area.  With Damascus as base, Rezon harassed Solomon.  Once again the point of these few verses 

is to show Rezon's resistance as a sign of God's punishment on Solomon's disobedience.  Solomon's 

control deteriorated over the northern area compared to David's control.   

 

II. THE MAJOR FOCUS FOR THE RESISTANCE AGAINST SOLOMON IS JEROBOAM 

  (I KINGS 11:2-40) 

 

A. The Man Jeroboam 

Verse 26 describes Jeroboam as a servant of Solomon, a term that may mean an officer over all 
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the forced labor.  The name Jeroboam meant "may the people be great" and may have been a 

political statement calling for greater respect for the people, and thus less emphasis on the king and 

rulers.   

Verse 28 portrays Jeroboam as very able and industrious.  The Hebrew phrase translated “very 

able” is ambiguous and may have referred to Jeroboam's social status rather than his personal 

talents.  Thus he was man of social standing, or a well-to-do person, and a man of personal energy 

and effectiveness.   

 

B.  Solomon's Promotion of Jeroboam 

On the basis of both his status and his effectiveness Solomon was impressed and promoted him 

to oversee all the forced labor of the house of Joseph.  The phrase, "house of Joseph" would have 

referred to either part or all of the tribes that would become the Northern Kingdom, the group that 

rebelled against Solomon's son.  Thus Solomon himself promoted Jeroboam to the position of 

leadership over the tribes that were most unhappy with Solomon's kingly rule. 

 

C.  Jeroboam's Rebellion 

These verses never specify exactly why Jeroboam rebelled against Solomon.  Verses 26-27 

simply state that he rebelled.  Verses 29-39 describe the prophet Ahijah's revelation to Jeroboam.  

Ahijah stated that God had decided to tear the kingdom from Solomon's son and to give the ten 

northern tribes to Jeroboam.   

Verse 40 tells about Solomon trying to kill Jeroboam, but the young officer fled to Egypt for 

safety.  The implication, though it is never stated, is that Ahijah's revelation caused Jeroboam to 

initiate a rebellion against Solomon.   

 

D.  Ahijah’s Revelation to Jeroboam (I Kings 11: 29 – 39) 

God directly revealed to Jeroboam his role in the future of the kingdom's division by means of 

the prophet Ahijah.  The story of Ahijah's prophecy emphasizes that the meeting between Ahijah 

and Jeroboam took place in private, on the open road in the country.  It emphasizes that it was a 

new garment that Ahijah tore into twelve pieces.  Ahijah was performing a prophetic symbolism in 

which an action itself becomes the vehicle for a message from God.  The newness of the garment is 

important because it has not been used for any purpose other than communicating the plan of God 

for Jeroboam.  The garment is torn into twelve pieces representing the twelve tribes.  Ten pieces of 

the garment representing ten tribes will be given to Jeroboam.  One tribe will remain for Solomon's 

son.  The tribe of Benjamin is then added to Judah.  The other ten tribes will secede and be ruled by 

Jeroboam. 

The ten tribes that followed Jeroboam were all north of a line running roughly east and west a 

few miles south of the city of Bethel.  For that reason Bible scholars traditionally speak of the ten 

tribes as the Northern Kingdom and the two tribes that remained loyal to the Davidic line as the 

Southern Kingdom.  (These terms do not appear in Scripture but are the common terminology used 

in the study of the Old Testament.) 

In verse 33 Ahijah describes Solomon as having forsaken the Lord.  This is an important point.  

God had promised in I Kings 6:13 and 8:57 not to forsake or abandon Israel.  The problem was not 

with God; it was with Israel and her leaders.  They forsook God.  This theme is consistently 

portrayed throughout I and II Kings (I Kings 9:9; 11:33; 18:18; 19:10, 14; II Kings 17:16; 21:22; 

22:17).   

I and II Kings is the story of God's grace in the face of Israel's sin.  Ahijah's message was also 

amazing in the promise offered to Jeroboam.  Verses 37-38 offer to Jeroboam basically the same 

promise given to David.  The condition of the promise was that Jeroboam listen/obey God, walk in 

His ways, and keep the commandments of the covenant.  If Jeroboam would do that, God promised 

to establish an enduring kingdom for him just as He gave David an enduring kingdom.   

Verse 40 indicates that Solomon wanted to kill Jeroboam, but the young man fled to Egypt for 

asylum under Pharaoh Shishak.  This is the first pharaoh to be named by the Bible.  Estimates of 

when Shishak came to power in Egypt range from 945 to 935 BC and he ruled until 914 BC.  We 

have no way of knowing the date that Jeroboam fled to Egypt, but it would have had to have been 
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in the last half of Solomon's reign since Shishak did not gain the throne of Egypt until then. 

 

II. CAUSES OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOM  (I KINGS 12-22) 

 

A. The Causes of The Division  (12:1-24) 

1. The sin of Solomon 

Solomon’s sins were multiplying wives, amassing silver, gold, and horses, and gross 

idolatry.  I Kings. 11:5-7 tells of the unholy trinity that Solomon worshiped: “ For Solomon 

went after Ashtoreth [the sex goddess]the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom [Molech, 

associated with child sacrifice (Lev.  20: 2-5) ] the abomination of the Ammonites.  So Solomon 

did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not wholly follow the Lord, as David his 

father had done.  Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh [Meaning: the destroyer, 

subduer, or fish-god, also associated with the child sacrifice] the abomination of Moab," 

(RSV)  

After reading about the enormity of Solomon s’ sin, we see the amazing Grace of God in 

two distinct ways:  

1.  Solomon was allowed to live out his days as the ruler of a United Kingdom. 

2.  His son would be permitted to rule over part of the kingdom instead of losing it all 

(I Kings 11:12,13). 

Scripture emphatically attributes the major cause of the division of the kingdom to the sin 

of Solomon.  (I Kings 11: 9 - 13).  All other causes are given as the means by which the 

consequences were brought about. 

2. The foolishness of Rehoboam 

The northern tribes assembled at Shechem and demanded that Rehoboam appear in their 

territory at the time they appointed for them to consider whether he will be their king.  This 

event did not happen within a few days of Solomon's death because Jeroboam was notified in 

Egypt and came to lead the meeting. 

In I Kings 4:7-19 the northern tribes seem to have furnished a much larger percentage of 

taxes and of forced labor than did the southern tribes.  The request of the northern tribes was 

that Rehoboam lighten the hard service that had been placed on them by Solomon.  The request 

is for justice and equality in the burden of supporting the expenses of the monarchy in 

Jerusalem.  If Rehoboam would make the appropriate adjustments the northern tribes promised 

to serve him.   

Rehoboam asked for three days to consider their request and promised a reply at the end of 

that time.  He then asks advice from both his old counselors and his new advisers.  The 

discussion of Rehoboam with the older men and the younger men provides a dramatic insight 

into the new king's character.   

Rehoboam asked the older men who had stood with Solomon how to respond to the 

people's request.  He did not bother to identify the request; the older men knew what it was.  

Their advice revealed more wisdom than had been shown by Solomon in part of his 

administration.  “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them and speak good 

words to them then they will be your servants forever.” (I Kings 12:7)  In other words, “If you 

will be considerate of their feelings and needs now you can win their loyalty and have their 

support through thick and thin.” 

The elder’s contrast between “today” and “forever” raises the question of whether one lives 

for the moment or for the long haul.  Biblical wisdom is always ready to sacrifice nonessential 

matters in the present in order to gain the central purposes of God in the long term.  The 

contrast between the king as servant and the people as servants is a contrast between the way 

God looked at the role of the king and the way the kings of the surrounding cultures viewed 

themselves.  God always understood the king to be a servant to the people because the king 

represented God and God, even the God of the Old Testament, served His people.  (When Jesus 

described himself as a servant he was incarnating a significant aspect of the nature of God; he 

was not introducing a strange new idea.)  It is a secular view that the king (or any other leader 

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/destroyer.html


THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY  LESSON 3 

Unedited 2004 James A.  Borror Golden Minutes MinistriesBox 8399Long Beach, CA  90808   

10/23/2009 

4 

of God's people) may lord it over the people and expect their submission and service without 

him having a servant's heart. 

Rehoboam had no use for the advice that the older men gave him.  Rehoboam willfully 

abandoned the advice of the older men and turned to the young men who had grown up with 

him.  The way these younger men are described makes it clear that their position in the 

government depended on staying in favor with Rehoboam.  Thus their first motivation will not 

be to give him the best advice, but to tell him what he wanted to hear.   

Rehoboam repeats the request of the northern tribes to the younger men, but the way the 

question is phrased, “what shall we answer these people”, already reveals Rehoboam's desire.  

The young men's advice is arrogant and ignores the dynamics of human relationships.  

Sarcastically they suggest that the burden be increased rather than lightened.  They responded 

with slogans reflecting cruelty (scorpions instead of whips; little finger bigger than my father’s 

thigh).  Rehoboam chose the slogans and sarcasm of the younger men who wanted to please 

him, rather than the long-term wisdom of the elders. 

3. The jealous pride of the northern tribes 

Jeroboam’s rebellion was the climax to a very extensive background of events in Israel’s 

history.  Jereboam’s tribe – Ephraim – was a very proud tribe.  Joshua was an Ephraimite; the 

Tabernacle was first located at Shiloh within their tribal boundaries.  Abraham had first built an 

alter in the promised land at Bethel.  Later the tribe scolded Gideon for not calling them when 

he went to fight with Midian (Judges 8: 1).  They resented David having his capital in 

Jerusalem and Solomon building the temple there. 

After the defeat of Absalom, David had unwisely contributed to the inferiority complex of 

the Northern tribe’s by favoring Judah at his triumphal recrossing of the Jordan (II Samuel  

19:9 - 15).  They joined in the rebellion of Sheba whose battle cry was “we have no portion in 

David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, oh Israel” (II 

Samuel 20:1).  A half-century later, after three years under Reheboam, the Northern tribes used 

the very same battle cry when Jeroboam led the revolt against the dynasty of David and the 

kingdom was split (I Kings 12:16). 

 

Map of the divided kingdom: (Note the triangle of Sheckem, Samaria, and Tirzah –capitals 

of the Northern Kingdom.) 
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B. The Reign of Jeroboam in Israel (12:25-14:20) 

1. His capitals 

Jeroboam used his cleverness, industriousness, and the building skills he developed under 

Solomon to establish two Northern Capitals: Shekhem, near the border of Ephraim and 

Manassa at the location of Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim, and at Penuel across the Jordan  

(I Kings 12:25).  Later on he established another West – Jordan capital at Tirzah,a beautiful city 

northeast of Sheckem (1 Kings 14:17; 15:33). 

2 His new religion 

Jeroboam well understood that the real adhesive principle of the old Kingdome was its 

religion.  Three times a year the nationwide up in Jerusalem to worship Jehovah.  Jeroboam 

feared that the priests and others in Jerusalem would convince the Israelites to honor 

Rehoboam, as the legitimate Davidic King.  He took the following measures: 

a.  He changed the symbols of Israel’s religion.   

Instead of golden cherubim above the ark, he substituted two golden calves.  Several 

nations pictured their gods as standing or seated above the bulls.  He quoted Aaron’s words 

of Exodus 32: 4 “these are thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 

Egypt.” He thus made himself a new high priest and started a compromise religion that was 

much more dangerous than out-and- out paganism could ever be. 

b.  He established to new worship centers at Bethel and Dan 

Bethel had been Jacob’s worship Center where Jehovah had spoken to him twice.  Dan 

was significant because Jonathan (Moses grandson) had established there a worship Center 

and a dynasty of priests for the tribe of Dan during the many years that the Tabernacle was 

in Shiloh (Judges 18:30 –31). 

c.  He instituted a new priesthood, opening priestly privileges to the highest bidders.  ( 

Kings 12:31).   

Appalled at this departure from divine tradition, most priests and Levites fled to Judah, 

taking with them the remaining true believers from the northern tribes.  (II Chron.  11:13 –

17). 

Twenty-one times after this, Old Testament writers referred to Jeroboam as the one who 

“made Israel to sin” (I Kings 14:16, etc.).  Jeroboam did all of this knowing that God had 

promised through his prophet, Ahijah in I kings 11: 37-38 basically the same promise given to 

David.  The condition of the promise was that Jeroboam obey the Lord, walk in His ways, and 

keep the commandments of the covenant.  If Jeroboam would do that, God promised to 

establish an enduring kingdom for him just as He gave David an enduring kingdom.  Instead 

Jeroboam chose rebellion against God as well as revolt against the Davidic line.  Jeroboam 

stands forever as a warning against taking ourselves more seriously than we take God. 

 

C. The Reign of Rehoboam in Judah (14:21-31) 

1.  Rehoboam still might have kept the United Kingdom 

Even at this point there was probably still time and opportunity for reconciliation.  But it 

was God’s will that the kingdom be divided (1 Kings 12:15), and the heart of Rehoboam had 

been hardened.  He refused to back off his strong statements.  He went so far as to try to compel 

the ten tribes to return and to submit.  He sent Adoniram, the supervisor of his work crews, 

after them, but the angry Israelites stoned him to death.  They would have no more of 

Rehoboam’s heavy hand and no more of his royal work crews. 

Rehoboam makes one more very foolish effort to restore his rule over all Israel by force – 

he summoned the warriors of Judah and Benjamin to go to war with the ten tribes.  In response, 

God sent the prophet Shemaiah to Rehoboam with this message: “Say this to King Rehoboam 

son of Solomon of Judah, and to all Judah and Benjamin, as well as the rest of the people, „The 

Lord says this: “Do not attack and make war with your brothers, the Israelites.  Each of you go 

home, for I have caused this to happen.”‟” (1 Kings 12:23-24). 

At least this time Rehoboam heeded the word of God spoken through the prophet.  He sent 

his warriors home, realizing that the division of the kingdom was ultimately God’s doing. 
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2.  The role of Rehoboam after the division of the kingdom is summarized in 1 Kings 

14:21-31: 

a.  Note that the fact that Rehoboam’s mother was an Ammonite named Naamah is 

mentioned twice (14:21, 31).   

This would seem to indicate that the author wants us to take special note of this fact.  

The Ammonites were descendants of Lot (Genesis 19:38), and yet their relationship with 

the Israelites was not particularly friendly or beneficial.  It would seem that the author is 

suggesting that a part of the explanation for Rehoboam’s folly was related to his ancestry. 

b.  Note the emphasis on the wickedness of the people.   

Often we are told that the king caused the people to sin.  This is certainly the case with 

Jeroboam (see 1 Kings 12:25-32).  But under the rule of Rehoboam, it is Judah who seems 

to take the initiative in the nation’s sins.  The impression given is that the people of Judah 

wanted to sin and that Rehoboam did little or nothing to resist their sinful ways.  It was not 

that Rehoboam imposed his wickedness on the people, but more that the people imposed 

their wickedness on Rehoboam.   

c.  Note that God used Egypt as His chastening rod against Judah.  (I Kings 12:25 – 28) 

When Hadad, the Edomite, and Jeroboam fled from Israel, they both fled to Egypt (I 

Kings 11:17-22, 40).   

“Shishak was the king of Egypt who gave sanctuary to Jeroboam (11:40).  Is 

it any great wonder that Shishak would attack Rehoboam in Jerusalem 

(14:25ff.)? He did Jeroboam the favor of weakening and humiliating his rival, 

Rehoboam.  At the same time, he helped himself to much of the wealth Solomon 

had accumulated.  He was God‟s chastening rod against Judah and their king, 

for all of their sins.  How humbling it must have been for Rehoboam to replace 

the gold shields of the royal guard with bronze shields.  One could almost say, 

Ichabod – gone is the glory of Solomon‟s empire (see 1 Samuel 4:21).  

 – Robert Definbaugh, “The Great Divorce” 

As an archaeological note, inscriptions in the temple at Karnac name 180 towns 

captured by Shishak, many of them from the Northern Kingdom. 

3.  Rehoboam took after his father, Solomon.   

He seems to have inherited Solomon’s love for women, luxury, and show.  Rehoboam had 

18 wives and 60 concubines.  He spent large sums upon ornate places of worship, and made 

Abijah, his son, his successor. 

 

D. God’s Warnings Through the Old and Young prophets ( I Kings 13) 

A man of God is called to give Jeroboam the amazing prophecy of Josiah, which was literally 

fulfilled as told in II Kings 23:15, 16.  While returning home to Judah the man of God is met by an 

old prophet from Bethel who invites him to eat with him.  When the man of God refuses because of 

the commission given him by God, the old prophet lied and claimed that an angel had given him a 

word from the Lord to bring the man of God home to eat and drink.  The man of God from Judah is 

taken in by this deception and he went home with the old prophet and ate and drank with him.   

In the midst of the meal the old prophet delivers a word from God to the man announcing an 

untimely and violent death will come upon him because he disobeyed the commission he had 

received in Judah (even though he was deceived by the lies of the old prophet).   

Almost immediately, the man of God from Judah resumed his journey and was killed by a lion.  

Even more amazing is the fact that the lion did not mangle the man of God's body nor kill his 

donkey, but stood by the road guarding the body. 

When the news came to the old prophet of Bethel he retrieved the body, buried it in his own 

grave, and announced his desire to be buried with the man of God from Judah because his 

condemnation of the new religion was right.  God would bring judgment against Bethel and the 

high places of worship that Jeroboam had built. 

The story is a confusing jumble of deceit and violence to most modern readers.  It does, 

however, accurately reflect the reality of life in the Northern Kingdom at that time.  More to the 

point, the story powerfully illustrates the necessity of complete unswerving obedience to God.  To 
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disobey even when a leader says that it is all right will bring swift judgment from God.   

The lesson for the Northern Kingdom was powerful: to follow Jeroboam in the new religious 

practices would bring judgment and a violent end to the nation.   

The story directs us also to strict obedience to the word of God in a day and age when many 

voices tell us the God has other agendas than those found in His word. 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

The division of the united kingdom is a significant turning point in the history of the nation 

Israel.  The kingdoms are never truly united again.  If we did not know the ending we would 

probably conclude that it was all over for the nation Israel.  The promises that God had given to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all applied to the 12 tribes of Israel (see for example, Genesis 49:1-28).  

The promised Messiah was to sit on the throne of David (II Samuel 7:12-16).  But the kingdom is 

divided into two nations, with two kings who are frequently in conflict with one another.   

Once again it seems as though Satan will triumph.  The purposes and promises of God seem in 

danger.  It is a situation that only God can resolve, and resolve it, He will.  It will be many, many 

years, however, until this happens. 

For now things go from bad to worse.  God’s dealings with Israel will serve as a warning to 

Judah, a warning which the southern kingdom will not heed.  The prophecies of Deuteronomy 28-

31 are quickly finding their fulfillment in this history of Israel, now a divided kingdom. 

The division of the United Kingdom is illustrative of the way all divisions occur.   Churches 

have split, relationships have been destroyed, and marriages have ended in divorce in precisely the 

same way.  Some of the steps on the road of division are: 

1 Pride (or arrogance) 

Rehoboam and his young advisers were too proud to heed the petition of the people and to 

lighten the load his father had placed on them.  The source of division is frequently pride and 

arrogance and a seeking for power. The key to unity is humility, manifested in true 

servanthood.  (See Philippians 2:1-11).   

2 Power 

Rehoboam wanted to be in control.  He viewed mercy, kindness, and humility as weakness, 

and he would have none of this.  Almost every church split, broken relationship, and divorce is 

the result of a power play on the part of one or more of the parties involved. 

3. Counsel 

Rehoboam refused to heed the wise counsel of his father’s counselors; instead, he listened 

to his peers.  Too many divorces have been facilitated by the “advice” of good friends.   

4. Leadership 

Rehoboam viewed his position as the opportunity to force others to serve him, rather than 

as his opportunity to serve others.  Humility and servanthood would have saved his kingdom.  

This whole matter of servanthood and leadership is prominent in the Bible, and especially in the 

New Testament.  Jesus’ disciples hoped for a kingdom in which they would have power and 

authority, so that others would serve them.  This is the way the scribes and Pharisees exercised 

their power. 

5. Timeliness 

Rehoboam refused to seize the moment for reconciliation.  There is often a brief window of 

opportunity for one of the parties to humbly seek for peace. 

6. Sin 

Jeroboam and the Northern Kingdom had a just complaint.  The division was of God as a 

punishment for Solomon’s actions.  But the consequent apostasy and deterioration of the 

Northern Kingdom was clearly their fault.  In so many splits and divisions there is a refusal to 

listen to God.  

 

“The sovereign God of the universe humbled Himself by taking on 

sinless humanity. He who had the power to call thousands of angels to His side 
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humbled Himself by His death on the cross of Calvary. He bore the sinner‟s guilt 

and punishment, so that all who believe in Him could have the forgiveness of sins 

and the promise of eternal life. If the all-powerful, almighty God could humble 

Himself and submit Himself to the agony of the cross, what does that mean for 

us? First, it means that we can be saved by trusting in Him. Secondly, it means 

that we should follow in His steps, for the glory of God, and the good of others.” 

– Definbaugh, ibid 

 


