THE EVENING OF THE MONARCHY
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES
LESSON 2

SOLOl\_/[ON -- HIS GLORY, TEMPLE, AND DECLINE
IKINGS1-11

1 Kings is in two parts:

Chapters 1—11 40 years Solomon, his glory, temple, and decline

Chapters 12 -22 80 years The first 80 years of the divided kingdoms
Each of these two periods is made memorable by an exceptional occurrence:

In the first there is the building of the magnificent temple at Jerusalem.

In the second there is the remarkable ministry of the prophet Elijah to the northern kingdom.

This lesson deals with 1 Kings chapters one through eleven recounting Solomon’s building

of the temple, his magnificence, and his fall.

L THE DEATH AND CONTRIBUTION OF DAVID (1 Kings 1:1 —2:12)

David's first-born son had been Amnon. But he had raped his half sister, Tamar, and
Tamar's full brother, Absalom, murdered Amnon in revenge (see 2 Samuel 13). David's second son
was named Chileab, who probably died in childhood. David's third son was Absalom, who had
died in his ill-fated military coup against David described in 2 Samuel 18. This left the fourth son,
Adonijah, as the oldest surviving son.

I Kings 1: 5 states that Adonijah exalted himself in his attempt to become king. Then, as
now, self-exaltation never wins God's blessing. He convinced Joab, David's commander-in-chief
and Abiathar, David's high priest, to join his bid for the throne.

The attempt of Adonijah to make himself king posed a serious danger to the lives of So-
lomon, Nathan, and Benaiah. Nathan the prophet became the engineer of a counter plot to make
Solomon the king. The plan was simple. Bathsheba would approach David, point out Adonijah's
treasonous attempt to make himself king, remind him of his promise to make Solomon king, and at-
tempt to force his hand. Perhaps David could be roused to action in behalf of Solomon by pointing
out what a crisis of leadership had come to the land. Nathan would come in on her heels, confirm
her story, and raise the question of David's loyalty to Bathsheba and himself, the loyal court proph-
et.

The plan proceeded just as Nathan had outlined. David responded just as Nathan had
hoped. He immediately is roused from his feeble lethargy and summons Bathsheba back into his
presence. He is suddenly decisive and clear headed. He emphatically affirms his oath to Bathsheba
that Solomon will be his successor and swears that it would be fulfilled that very day.

David's last words fall into two sections. I Kings 2:2-4 address foundational spiritual
concerns. Verses 5-9 give practical (though brutal) political advice on the enemies with whom So-
lomon must deal. Solomon must be strong; that was an even more important element of leadership
in the ancient world than it is today. In a world of physical violence, weakness is an invitation for
attack.

J. Lawrence Eason well enumerates David’s legacy to Solomon:

1. He transferred the leadership of the nation from the house of
Saul and the tribe of Benjamin to Judah and established the royal
house of David. This becomes all-important as we shall see when
we get to the New Testament. ....Only a descendant of David is to
occupy the throne of Israel

2. He established Jerusalem as the Holy City and as the religious
center and national capital for all Jews. This has continued down to
this day. When Israel took the city of Jerusalem from the Arabs in the
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Six Day War of 1967, they declared that they had no intention of giv-
ing it up because it is a legacy that goes back to David.

3. He stamped out idolatry, practically speaking, and made the
worship of Jehovah universal in the land. This was his most impor-
tant contribution.

4. He made conquests of many nations which paid tribute to
Israel and its king. He extended the borders of the country to Egypt
on the south, and to the River Euphrates on the north and east.

5. Although an Oriental monarch with a sizable harem, Da-
vid’s foreign marriages were largely political and relatively free
from religious and moral corruption.

6. David was a poet and musician who endeared himself to the
people as the “sweet psalmist of Israel” and gave to us at least se-
venty-three psalms.

7. David planned the temple, which was to exalt the religious
life of the nation and the worship of Jehovah, although he was not
permitted to build the Lord’s house.

8. Although there was still rivalry of a sort between the ten tri-
bes of the north and Judah and Benjamin in the south—and had
been since the death of Saul and his son—David had no serious dif-
ficulty in uniting all tribes under his rule and making Jerusalem the
national capital.

9. At the time of David’s death, Israel was second to none in
power and military prowess, and the people had a large measure of
peace and freedom, as every man “sat under his own vine and fig
tree.” The peace that Solomon enjoyed during his reign was a
peace that had been made by David during his reign.

J. Lawrence Eason, New Bible Survey (Zondervan, 1963)

THE BEGINNING OF SOLOMON’S REIGN (I Kings 2:12 —10:29)

The picture that is drawn of Solomon is a confusing, mixed picture. Though he does

many things right Solomon makes some very serious mistakes. His sins set the nation on a course
of destruction. That painful reality of Solomon's failure is made all the worse because he had so
much potential, so many resources available to him.

A. Solomon’s Securing of the Throne (I Kings 2)

Even though Solomon is now on the throne, he had many enemies. Adonijah had not given
up the idea about wanting to be king. He comes to Bathsheba still harboring this thought.
“Since the kingdom has been taken away from me, I have only one small request. I would like
Abishag for my wife.” Abishag nursed David during his last days. This was an audacious re-
quest (a king’s harem was part of his right to rule) but Adonijah thought that Solomon would
not deny his mother anything. Solomon’s keen mind instantly penetrated the plot. Adonijah’s
death eliminated a contender for the throne. As long as Adonijah lived, he would continue to
connive and plot in an attempt to seize the throne.

Now, having removed Adonijah, Solomon realized it would be necessary to remove from
positions of influence those who had supported him. Abiathar, a descendant of Aaron, was re-
moved from his priestly office and sent home in disgrace because he had participated in Adoni-
jah’s rebellion. This ended the line of Eli.

When Joab heard what happened to Abiathar and Adonijah, he ran ran to the tabernacle of
the Lord and caught hold of the horns of the altar for sanctuary (sanctuary, however, was not
afforded a man who had purposely taken a life). Joab had been a bloody man. He was ex-
ecuted because of his part in a rebellion against Solomon.

Shimei was another traitor. David would not touch him because he had given his word that
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he would not. Solomon now puts restrictions on him. Wherever Shimei went, he sowed seeds
of rebellion, so Solomon wanted to watch his every move. Solomon commanded Shimei to
build a home in Jerusalem and to remain within the city limits. Shimei went outside the city
limits in direct disobedience to Solomon’s orders and the king had him executed. With Shi-
mei’s death Solomon had completed the charge made to him by David his father. Now he
could reign in peace.

B. Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom, Chapters 3,4

1. Solomon prays for wisdom

After David’s reign there was a period of relaxation. The people began to offer sacrifices
in high places which was actually heathen, pagan worship. It was a return to idolatry. One of
the first things Solomon did after he became king was to marry a daughter of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt. His marriage formed an alliance with Egypt. Solomon’s marriages with heathen wom-
en were terrible mistakes and finally became his undoing. Remember that Solomon was
brought up in a court of women. He was not acquainted with life as was David, his father. So-
lomon did not seem to have ever had the spiritual capacity for God that David had nor the long-
ing for God in his life. Solomon did, however, recognize his shortcomings. After he married
Pharaoh’s daughter (and we only wish he had done this before), he went to the Lord and asked
for wisdom.

Solomon is visited by the Lord in a dream while in Gideon to make sacrifice. God
tells him he may have anything he desires and the new king asks for wisdom (3:6-9).
God granted Solomon’s request for wisdom . But there was one slight weakness in his
request. He asked for wisdom that he might govern the people. We can only wish as we
read, that this fine young man had asked for wisdom to govern his own life first.

When he returns to Jerusalem, he is immediately confronted with a situation which tests
his newly acquired wisdom. Two harlot mothers approach him concerning two babies, one
dead and the other living. Both mothers claim the living one as theirs. Solomon suggests he
divide the living child with a sword and give half to each woman. The real mother, of course,
is horrified at this, and thus her true identity is revealed.

2. Solomon’s wisdom is only for ruling

In addition to wisdom, God gives him riches and honor. Yet the seeds of his destruction
were already being sown. (1 Kings 3:1-2). Baxter explains this well:

Yet without lessening our appreciation of the noble choice here
made by Solomon, it is right that we should clearly understand the
kind of wisdom which he here besought, and with which he thereaf-
ter became supernaturally gifted; for unless we do understand this
we shall find it puzzling to reconcile his wisdom with that later foo-
lishness which appeared alongside of it.

Solomon’s own words indicate that in asking for wisdom he did
not mean spiritual wisdom—that insight in Divine things which
comes only of regeneration and sanctification and a close fellow-
ship with God, that wisdom of which Paul speaks in the New Testa-
ment. No, in that kind of wisdom Solomon falls considerably be-
hind his father, David. The wisdom Solomon sought—and with
which he became supernaturally endowed—was administrative dis-
cernment, sagacious judgment, intellectual grasp, aptitude for the
acquisition of knowledge, a practical wisdom in the directing of af-
fairs. In this kind of wisdom he excelled even the renowned philo-
sophers of his day, as we read, in chapter iv.29—34:

J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book
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The first mark of rulership in order to establish your rule in the kingdom of your own life,
is dependence upon God. The second is wisdom — insight and understanding of yourself — if
you are to walk in the Spirit. Solomon sadly lacked this.

III. The GLORY OF SOLOMON’S REIGN

A. Solomons Riches
1. He had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3).
2. He had fantastic quantities of gold.

a. from Hiram he acquired three and a half million (9:14)

b. from his navy, 420 talents of gold (9:27, 28)

c. from the Queen of Sheba, three and a half million (10:10)

d. from yearly taxes and revenue, upwards of 20 million (10:14)

3. He owned 40,000 horses (4:26).

[ One of Solomonds very important enterpri se
(10:28-29). Many of the purchases made were probably for his own armies, but it is also
possible that he provided horses and chariots for other countries as well, perhaps acting as a
middleman in the commercial negotiations (cf. 10:26 with 4:26).]

4. He owned 1400 chariots, each costing $400 apiece (10:26).
5. He commanded 12,000 cavalrymen (10:26).

6. He owned an extensive fleet of ships (1 Kings 9:26-28; 10:22; 2 Chron. 8:17, 18).
[Neither David nor Saul nor any other Israelite mentioned in history prior to Solomon
carried out any major international business ventures. He is the first Israelite who is de-
scribed as involved in the shipping industry. The general view of Israelites was to distrust
the sea. Solomon's shipping was an indication of his confidence that wisdom and wealth

could conquer any obstacl eé.
Hawn writes:

First Kings 9:26-28 describe Solomon's Red Sea shipping interests. It is interest-
ing that though Israel had many miles of coastline at the east end of the Mediterra-
nean Sea, not a single seaworthy harbor was developed on the Mediterranean during
the Old Testament period....

Solomon chose to place his harbor at Ezion-geber at the tip of the eastern finger
of the Red Sea. Ezion-geber is now called Elath and the port was at the north end of
the Gulf of Agaba. With Ezion-geber as a port, Solomon was able to sail down the
Red Sea and venture north to the Persian Gulf, south along the coast of East Africa,
and even east into the Indian Ocean. This would allow Solomon much cheaper
access to goods from Persia, Arabia, and especially Africa than had previously been
the case when overland caravans were the means of supply. (Roger Hahn, Voice Bi-
ble Studies, “The Christian Resource Institute”)]

7. He built a huge ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold.
It had six steps and a rounded back with arm rests. It was surrounded by twelve lions, two rest-
ing on each step (10:18-20).
8. He constructed an iron-smelting industry at Ezion-Geber (1 Kings 9:17)
H. L. Wilmington, Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible

B. Solomon’s Extended Kingdom
1 Kings 4:21 describes his kingdom as extending from Egypt on the South to the Euphrates
River on the north. This was the largest extent of influence ever enjoyed by Israel. But God
doesn't get much credit in chapter 4. His name is only mentioned in verse 29. It is disquieting
when Solomon starts out trusting in God and giving Him credit for what is accomplished, and
then we find God gradually disappearing from Solomon's vocabulary.
Perhaps it is most disquieting because it happens so often in our world, among the people
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we know, maybe even in our own life. It is easy to seek the Lord fervently and earnestly when
we are just starting out and we are insecure and fearful. We find it harder to keep God central
when it seems we are successful and have arrived. We reject the idea that a person should call
on God when in great need and ignore God when things are going well. But the fact of the mat-
ter is, we find it harder to be as God-centered in our own lives when life is going well than
when we are in deep need.

C. Solomon’s Provisions

The provisions that the tax collectors brought for daily consumption are also designed to
show extravagance. Nehemiah 5:17-18 mentions that 150 people ate from one ox and six sheep.
1 Kings 4:22-23 mention that about 190 bushels of fine flour, 380 bushels of regular flour, ten
fat oxen, twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep, plus wild game were provided every day for
Solomon. Using the ratios of Nehemiah one could calculate a royal household of more than
32,000 people.

Eventually Solomon would have accumulated enough wives, children, servants, royal
administrative officials, military personnel, and pensioners like Barzillai's family (see 1 Kings
2:7) that he might have needed almost that much food per day. However, at the beginning of his
reign it is quite clear that Solomon had an enormously extravagant supply of food. A great deal
of meat was provided by poor people who would not have the privilege of eating meat very often
themselves.

D. Solomon’s Houses and Buildings

In addition to the seven years used to complete the temple (6:37-38), Solomon spent thir-
teen years constructing his own palace (7:1). The “house of the forest of Lebanon” mentioned
in verse 2 has been regarded by some as to have been a structure built in the mountains of Leb-
anon.

Others suppose that Solomon’s house (v. 1), the house of the forest of Lebanon (v. 2), and
the house of Pharaoh’s daughter (v. 8) were three distinct and separate buildings in Jerusalem.
Another idea about these expressions is that they merely reflect three sections of the one main
palace known as the “king’s house” (9:10).

At any rate Solomon had a massive building program. In 1 Kings 9:15 we are told that the
forced labor was used to build the Millo, the wall around the new portions of Jerusalem, Hazor,
Megiddo, Gezer, Lower Beth-Horon, Baalath, and Tamar. Most of these constructions appear
to have military purposes. (Archaeological digs have shed a great deal of light on the work at
Megiddo and Hazor.)

E. Solomon’s Financial Difficulties

But in spite of all the sumptuous wealth of Solomon, near the end of his reign he ran into
financial difficulty. After the construction of the elaborate temple and palaces in Jerusalem, he
was required to pay Hiram, king of Tyre, for the wood and labor used. But unlike earlier
agreements, he was not able to give Hiram food products from Israel. Instead he gave him 20
cities located in the land of Galilee (9:10 -13). This exchange was evidently not satisfactory
with Hiram. In all probability the cities were unimportant and nonproductive.

According to I Kings 9:14 Hiram paid 120 talents of gold for the twenty villages. (A talent
was about 30 kilograms or 66 pounds. At $365 per ounce, Hiram would have paid Solomon the
1991 equivalent of over $45 million.)

But when he inspected them Hiram was not impressed. His response was “Cabul”, a He-
brew word meaning "as nothing" or "worthless." The paragraph performs a dual role in the
context. By coming before the further building activities mentioned in the following verses, we
are given the impression that the 120 talents of gold helped finance the building projects de-
scribed in 1 Kings 9:15-25.

The story would have been read by Israclites with a great deal of enjoyment. Hiram was a
noted trader and businessman. That he would have paid this astronomical sum for twenty
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worthless villages would have seemed a good joke to Israel. The laugh was on their rival. So-
lomon had outwitted him. (1 Chronicles 8:1,2 may be a compressed account of Solomon taking
back the cities he gave to Hiram (perhaps redeeming them) and rebuilding them.)

III. SOLOMON’S BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE (1 Kings 5-8)

A. David Had Made Preparation for the Temple

He set aside blocks of squared stone which would be used for the temple (1 Chron. 22: 2)
He secured great quantities of iron for the Temple nails (1 Chron. 22: 3)

He ordered a huge supply of Cedar logs (1 Chron. 22: 4)

He donated $3 million in gold bullion (1 Chron. 22:14)

He donated $2 million worth of silver (1 Chron. 22:14)

He trained 4,000 Levites to supervise the Temple work (1 Chron. 23:4)

He trained 6,000 Levites to be Temple bailiffs and judges (1 Chron. 23:4)

He set aside 4,000 Levites to act as Temple guards (1 Chron. 23:5) (Parbar?)
He ordered 4,000 Levite musicians to head up the praise service (1 Chron. 23:5)
10 He organized a special Temple choir of 288 skilled singers (1 Chron. 25:1, 7)
11. He called a special dedicatory service:

a. He handed over the Temple blueprints to Solomon, which plans he received directly
from God’s hand (1 Chron. 28:19).

b. He personally contributed to the work of an offering totaling $5 million dollars of gold
and 20 million dollars of silver (1 Chron. 29:4).

c. His action immediately prompted Israel’s leaders to pledge $145 million in gold, $50
thousand in foreign currency, $30 million in silver, 800 tons of bronze, and 4600 tons
of silver, in addition to great amounts of jewelry (I Chron 29:6, 7).

(Thus the total of David’s preparation must have exceeded $200 million.)

d. He then offered one of the most beautiful prayers in all the Bible (1 Chron. 29:10-19).
This dedicatory service was ended by a massive sacrificial service, which included a
thousand young bulls, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, all offered up as burnt
offerings (1 Chron. 29:21).

(Facts and modern day equivalents from Wilmington, /bid)

00N AW

B. Solomon Additionally Prepared For the Temple (1 Kings 5- 8; 2 Chron. 2-7).

In order to guarantee success for the project, Solomon “raised a levy out of all Israel” (I
Kings 5:13). The requirement for those taken in levy was that they were to work one month out of
three (v. 14). This was done in order that there would not be widespread discontent.

This was probably the first major levy ever raised from the tribes. During the reign of
David, strangers were used in this manner (1Chron. 22:2), and apparently Israelites were used only
in a limited way. (Samuel warned Israel that such a policy would result from monarchial leader-
ship, as Israel desired it (1 Sam. 8:). This has dire consequences later.)

1 Kings 9:15 indicates that it was forced labor that enabled Solomon to forge ahead in his
building projects. In technical detail, 1 Kings 5 also mentions that the Israelites "only" served in ro-
tation, one month out of every three months. By contrast Solomon reduced to slavery various Ca-
naanite tribes who had not been exterminated by Israel's conquest of the Land in earlier days. Verse
20 specifically mentions the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
These five tribal groups are specifically mentioned in Deut. 7:1-5 (along with the Canaanites and
the Girgashites) and in Deut. 20:17-18 (along with the Canaanites) as the peoples whom Israel must
totally destroy when they entered the Promised Land. Deut 20:10-11 notes that if the native Canaa-
nites seek peace they were to be enslaved as forced labor.

Today, we often have a hard time understanding God’s severe commandments regarding
the Canaanites. How could a God of love order the extermination of whole groups of people as
Deut. 20:17 requires? The reason is given in Deut. 20:18, “so that they may not teach you to do all
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the abhorrent things that they do for their gods, and you thus sin against the LORD your God.”
The fact of the matter was that the Canaanites who Israel did not exterminate let Israel into Baal
worship that eventually caused the downfall of God’s people.

Solomon sent toHiram, king of Tyre, for cedars from Lebanon. Israel’s timer wood was
the sycamore (10:27) which, although serviceable, was coarse and much inferior to Lebanon cedar,
which was hard and close-grained. Hiram, king of Tyre, years before this, had sent cedars to David
(2 Chron. 2: 3) to build him a royal dwelling. The superiority of Lebanon cedar, coupled with the
expense of bringing it from so far away, made it a kind of luxury in Israel; and those houses that
were made of it were looked upon as Israel’s “quality” dwellings.

Solomon asked of Hiram,

“7 Therefore send me at once a man skillful to work in gold and silver, in bronze and
iron, in purple and crimson and blue, who has skill to engrave with the skillful men who are with
me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom David my father provided. 8 Also send me cedar and cypress
and algum logs from Lebanon, for I know that your servants have skill to cut timber in Lebanon;
and indeed my servants will be with your servants, 9 to prepare timber for me in abundance, for
the temple which I am about to build shall be great and wonderful. (2 Chron. 2:7-9).

Solomon also required a specialist in architecture and design, skilled hewers and cutters,
and large supplies in several kinds of wood. His payment was to be in terms of agricultural pro-
duce described in 2 Chronicles 10.

C. The Building of the Temple
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1. It took seven years to build the Temple (1 Kings 6:38).
2. It was exactly twice the size of Moses’ tabernacle, ninety feet long, thirty feet wide, and
forty-five feet high. (Compare with Ex. 26:16, 18.)
3. It was built by the partial slave labor project instituted by Solomon, which consisted of
100,000 Israelites, numerous Canaanites, 80,000 stone cutters, and 330 foremen.
4. The floors and walls were made of stone covered with cedar and overlaid with gold
(1 Kings 6:16, 21, 22).
For all the expense and splendor of the tabernacle the temple is even more marvelous. Gold
seems to glisten from every surface. Expensive cedar is used throughout the building. In a
land where stone was plentiful and trees were scarce, verse 1 Kings 6:18b is significant, "all
was cedar, no stone was seen." This is definitely the most exquisite and expensive construc-
tion that Israel knew how to provide.
5. It was built without the sound of hammer, axe, or any other tool, the work done deep within
the earth (1 Kings 6:7).
6. Solomon multiplied all the furniture that had been in Moses Tabernacle.
In the Holy of Holies was placed the old Mosaic Ark of the Covenant, with its two golden che-
rubims above the mercy seat. However, the Ark had an added feature in Solomon’s temple in
that it was placed between two additional figures of cherubim made of olive wood and overlaid
with gold (cf. 6:23, 28; 2 Chron. 3:10-13).
Inside the Holy Place was the altar of incense covered with cedar and overlaid with gold (6:20,
22; 7:48).
Instead of the single golden candlestick as in the Tabernacle, there were now ten. Five were
placed on one side and five on the other side of the Holy Place.
Instead of only one table of shewbread, there were now ten, five on each side of the room with
all utensils made of gold.
On the outside, the inner court had the familiar brazen altar of burnt offering and the “bronze
sea” which, in effect, took the place of the “laver” of the Tabernacle. It was given the name
“moulten sea” because of its great size.
7. Solomon paid King Hiram of Tyre nearly a million bushels of wheat and some 840
gallons of pure olive oil for the timber alone from the forest of Lebanon to construct the outer
shell of the Temple (5:8-11).

D. The Dedication of the Temple.
1. The Prayer
Solomon prayed that the influence of this beautiful Temple will extend itself over
individuals (1 Kings 8:31, 32), over the nation, and over the heathen (vs. 41-43).
First Kings 8 is the centerpiece of the books of 1 and 2 Kings. Literarily it represents the
climax of the picture of Solomon's wisdom that has been presented since 1 Kings 3. Theo-
logically, the prayer of dedication, though prayed by Solomon, represents the central
teaching of the author of 1 Kings. The structure of chapter 8 is well balanced. The chapter
begins with the narrative of the ark being brought into the temple in verses 1-11. The
chapter ends with a narrative of the final sacrifices at the conclusion of the dedication in
verses 62-66. Sandwiched between these two narratives is a major speaking section.
Verses 27-30 express the heart of Solomon's prayer and of his understanding of God. God
cannot be contained in the heavens and the earth. God is omnipresent - present every-
where and He is transcendent - above everything that is. The idea that such a God could
be contained in a temple is rejected. The temple is not to be understood as a limitation or
localization of God. Rather, the temple is focal point at which God and His people may
meet. When they are there He is there. When they pray toward the temple God will be
there to hear their prayer.
2. The benediction (1 Kings 8:54-61).
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E. The manifestation of God in the Temple (2 Chron. 7:1-3).
“Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven and
consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house.”

F. God’s Second Appearance to Solomon (1 Kings 9:1-9)

At the high point of his life, after the temple was built and the prayer was prayed and God's
presence had been so real, Solomon is given one final warning. Although God had chosen to
meet with Israel in the Temple, He would not hesitate to destroy it and Israel if they turned
against Him.

There are two things in Scripture that are more important to God then worship:
(1).Obedience (1 Samuel 15:22 --23)
(2).Relationships (Matthew 5:23-24)
God will not hold sacred and inviolable any ministry, church, pastor, or people who
continually disobey him.

G. Solomon’s Fame,(1 Chron. 9,10)
Solomon’s fame is illustrated by the visit of the Queen of Sheba (10:1-13). Solomon’s ge-
nerosity to her becomes a beautiful illustration of God’s (the Heavenly King) bounty to us.
Baxter writes:
In chapter x [10] 13 we read: “And King Solomon gave unto the queen
of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon
gave her of his royal bounty.” The wondering-eyed Queen was fairly over-
come by all the much-to-be-coveted treasures which she saw. With woman-
ly appreciation, she simply could not resist asking for this and that and the
other thing, until eventually she found herself in the quandary of seeing
much more that she desired, without being able to commit the rudeness of
asking still further! Solomon, however, read her heart, and gave her not on-
ly all that she asked, but all that she thought; and then, even to that, he add-
ed his “royal bounty.” See, then, the three measures of Solomon’s generosi-
ty which we have here—(1) All that she ASKED; (2) All that she
THOUGHT; (3) Solomon’s royal BOUNTY.
With this in mind, turn to Ephesians iii [3] 208 0 Now unto Him that
is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord-
ing to the power that worketh in us.” Here is the same three-fold measure
of giving—(1I) “all that we ask”; (2) “all that we think”; and (3) “exceed-
ing abundantly above.” God grant us faith to ask for big things, and to
have large desires toward Him !—for giving does not impoverish Him, and
withholding does not enrich Him.
1t is interesting to note that in the verse above-quoted, where Solomon is said to
have given the Queen of Sheba “of his royal bounty,” the Hebrew reads, literally,
“according to the hand of King Solomon.” Think what that “according to” meant.
Solomon was the richest king in all the earth, and his giving was such as corres-
ponded with that! What lavish bounty, then, is in that “according to”’! It reminds us
of Philippians iv.[4] “ My God shall supply all your need according to HIS riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.” May the Holy Spirit teach us the meaning of that “according
to,” and enrich our lives with that royal bounty which comes from Him who said, “A
greater than Solomon is here.” — Baxter, op cit

Solomon was able to strengthen his ties with the Arabian merchants by virtue of the visit of the
queen of Sheba (10:1-13). Many of the objects brought to Israel by Solomon’s merchant fleet
came from such distant places as Africa, Arabia and parts of the Mediterranean world.
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H. Solomon’s Reign Was Typical of Christ’s Future Reign ( )
Aside from Solomon's great sins his reign typified the coming reign of Christ on earth.

1. Throughout his reign there was peace and rest.

2.  There was surpassing wisdom and knowledge.

3. There was wealth and glory — such as excelled all that had gone before.

4.  There was fame and honor, Solomon’s name being the greatest in all the countries

around Israel, and Israel being honored by all peoples.

5. There was joy and safety.
These are the predicted marks of the millennial kingdom which Christ will yet set up among
the nations.

IV. THE SHAME AND DEATH OF SOLOMON (I KINGS 11:1 - 25, 41-43)

A. Solomon’s Marriages

1 Kings 3-10 has been the story of unrivaled success and status for Solomon. Yet along
the way have been hints that not all was well in the way in which Solomon achieved his wealth
and the symbols of his power. Suddenly, chapter 11 shifts from hints to outright declarations
that Solomon, especially as he grew older, lived in open idolatry against the LORD who had
given him his great wealth and wisdom.

The latter years of Solomon’s reign were marked by gradual apostasy and departure from
the law. The many marriages that he concluded for purposes of alliance began to influence his
spiritual life. In addition to the daughter of Pharaoh, he had 700 wives and princesses as well
as 300 concubines (11:3). In order to make royal marriages effective it was evidently necessary
to build temples for the more important wives living with him in Jerusalem (11: 5-8). Interna-
tional marriages commonly required the recognition of foreign deities and the intermarriages of
Solomon with important princesses of other lands were no exception.

Thus it is likely that all of the marriages with women from five nations were politically moti-
vated marriages. However, Deuteronomy 7:3-4 had specifically forbidden intermarriage with
foreigners from the surrounding nations. The reason for this prohibition was not God's preju-
dice against foreigners nor His desire to repress the natural desires that would spring up be-
tween Israelites and attractive foreigners. The reason was spiritual; foreign wives would turn
Israelite hearts toward the false gods of the wives and away from allegiance to the LORD. The
command of God was clear. Equally clear was Solomon's open rejection of God's command,
Solomon held fast to them in love.

B. Solomon’s Idolatry

Each wife, as a true representative of her father’s kingdom, brought with her the religious
paraphernalia and the priests of her god.

I Kings 11:5 specifically mentions Solomon's commitments to Ashtoreth (Astarte), a Si-
donian (Phoenician) goddess, and to Molech (Milcolm), the Ammonite god. Ashtoreth was a
goddess of fertility and her worship involved gross sexual immorality. Molech was wor-
shipped by child sacrifice and is ferociously denounced by Old Testament writers.

Verses 7-8 notes that Solomon actually built worship centers for the gods of all his for-
eign wives. These shrines were built on the Mount of Olives overlooking the temple Solomon
had built for the LORD. The wives, at least, regularly worshipped in these shrines in open view
of the temple and in open disregard for Israel's covenantal relationship with the Lord.

His wives “turned away his heart after other gods” (11. 4). This diminished the effec-
tiveness of the true temple and made it difficult for the people to distinguish between the true
and the false. Foreign deities were given official recognition and this certainly made it difficult
to maintain true worship in Israel.
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This is the same man who in the book of Proverbs wrote "He who finds a wife finds a
good thing." (Prov. 19:22) This is the greatest example of a good thing carried to an extreme.
One thousand wives! (Somebody has said that he was amply punished by having one thousand
mothers-in-law!) This marks the weakness of Solomon as his heart was turned away from God.

C. The Reasons for Solomon’s Idolatry

Notice where it first began. This man enjoyed all the magnificence of his rule, with the
greatest glory of the kingdom committed to him. But his downfall began when he placed his
treasure in something that God had prohibited. This is exactly in line with the warning that Je-
sus gives in the Sermon on the Mount when he says in Matthew 6:21, “ For where your trea-
sure is, there your heart will be also.“ The condemnation of Solomon that is repeated in verses
2,4, 6,9, and 10 is that his heart was turned away from the Lord toward these other gods. Sin
is a matter of the heart, which in Hebrew thought means the will. Sin is the deliberate choice to
disobey the command of God. That is not a matter of slipping up somewhere. It is a matter of
the heart, the will, one's own deliberate choice. The first step in moral decline always begins
with your emotions. What do you allow your emotions to center upon? What captures the cen-
tral place of emotion in your life? That is where the decline begins.

God raised up a number of enemies to frustrate and humiliate the very proud king.
Among these were Hadad the Edomite (11. 14) and, to the north, Rezon, a renegade from the
Aramaean kings. Within Israel itself a revolt was led by Jeroboam because of the heavy levies
placed upon the people of Israel (11. 27). So these adversaries came in to overthrow Solomon
and to accomplish his defeat.

D. The Result of Solomon’s Idolatry

Ahijah told Jereboam the result of all of this — following Solomon’s death the kingdom
would be divided. Jeroboam was to receive ten tribes to the north (11: 31) and was to uphold
God’s promise to David, while the house of David would maintain control in the south (11.
32). The turmoil of the final years of Solomon’s reign and the division of the kingdom was the
direct result of his involvement in idolatry (11. 33-40). The chapter closes with Solomon
"sleeping with his fathers" and being buried in the city of David — a sudden collapse to the
glory and majesty of his kingdom.

The sun of Solomon’s glory set in dark clouds. Not all the gorgeous apparel
of his costly wardrobe could hide the ugly blot on his character. Not only had So-
lomon abused marriage; he had filled his great harem with women from those na-
tions against which Israel had repeatedly received Divine interdict—Moab, Ammon,
Edom, and others, and had even built “high places” for their abominable deities.
The king’s behaviour being such, what more likely than that the people would quick-
ly sink, too? Solomon had forfeited further Divine favour. The wisest of all men had
become the greatest of all fools, for he had sinned against light and privilege and
promise such as had been given to no other man in all the earth. The kingdom
should be rent from his family, except that Judah should be retained for David’s
sake.... Truly, in Solomon we see how inferior is the greatest human wisdom to true
piety. If, as the psalmist says, “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,”
then surely the highest of all wisdom is to obey the Lord in all things, and thus to
walk before Him with a perfect heart. — Baxter, Ibid

CONCLUSION

There is no greater tragedy in all of history than that of Solomon. “For everyone to whom much
is given, from him much will be required” (Lk. 12:48). He had more than any other man but threw it all a
way. Is there anywhere a character that is more of an enigma? Is there in all history a more thought-
provoking irony than this, that the wisest of all men became the greatest of fools, that the man who had
wealth and fame, and pleasure above all others, should write at the end, “Vanity of vanities !—all is vani-
ty! i ?Let us read, take careful note, and learn.

Stedman gives an excellent application to the whole book of I Kings:

First Kings is the gripping story of how to lose a kingdom. As we read these Old Testa-
ment books, the key to making them live and be vital in our lives is to see that they are visual
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aids by which God is showing us what is going on in our own lives....The whole purpose of the
Lord Jesus coming into our lives, which is the theme of the book of Romans, is that we might
learn how to reign over the kingdom of our lives in God - given authority and victory. It is this
that makes human life full and complete and fascinating when we learn to walk in God's power.

...The book of 1 Kings holds the secret of success in reigning over the kingdom of your
life. It is the secret of learning to be submissive to the authority and dominion of God in your
own life. In other words, man can never exercise dominion over his life unless he first subjects
himself'to the dominion of God. ...That is why all through this book you will find that the spot-
light is on the throne. It is the king that is the important one -- for as the king goes, so goes the
nation. In your life your will is king. What your will allows to enter in to control your life, de-
termines how the kingdom of your life goes. — Ray Stedman, “I Kings, How to Lose a King-
dom”, Adventuring Through the Bible Series, PBC Library
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