THE EVENING OF THE MONACHY
STUDIES IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES
Mgl Lesson 10
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. ELISHA’S EXTRAORDINARY AND TYPICAL SIGNIFICANCE

One cannot study the life of Elisha for long without suspecting that there is some-
thing typical if not downright mystical about the record. There is a definite ‘something’ in
his ministry that makes one think of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Taken individually or together the ministries of Elijah, Elisha, and Jonah (the
prophet to follow

Elisha) seem to be typical of the ministry of our Lord. We see some of this in the
contrasts that we have made between Elijah and Elisha. Elijah rough and hairy; Elisha
cultured and (perhaps) bald. The New Testament clearly tells us that John the Baptist
was the anti-type to Elijah’s type. In Matthew 11:14-15 Jesus says of John the Baptist,
“And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!” In Matthew 17:11-12 he says, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will
restore all things. But | say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know
him but did to him whatever they wished....”

If Elijah is a pure type of John the Baptist and Elisha follows him just as Jesus did
John the Baptist, is it possible that there may be a little bit of type of the Lord Jesus in
Elisha? | would think that it would be so. Elijah, like John the Baptist, came “neither
eating nor drinking.” He appeared and then disappeared in a brief period of time. He
was a loner. He seemed to stay apart from men. Elisha, on other hand, like our Lord
Jesus, “came eating and drinking.” He seemed to enjoy social activities. Instead of fire
and judgment, (though he is not adverse to these) Elisha's ministry was healing and
helpful. He was a prophet of encouragement. The primary emphasis of his ministry
was bringing life from the dead. From giving life into a meal when there was “death in
the pot” to restoring a boy to his mother in resurrection, his entire ministry was one of
giving life. And so was the ministry, especially the life and death of our Lord Jesus, that
of giving life to the dead.

J. Sidlow Baxter writes:

But this latent typical significance which clings to Elisha reaches its
most striking expression when we take Elijah and Elisha and Jonah to-
gether. These three prophets came in quick succession during the last
period before the dispersion of the northern kingdom—Jonah probably
lived well into the reign of Jeroboam II, after whose reign the ten-tribed
kingdom only survived about another sixty years. Such “signs” were given
through these three prophets as had never been given before, with the
purpose of arresting the nation. Alas, the nation did not respond; but the
“signs” remain, and they make these three prophets together a kind of
type-trio.

It will be noticed that the idea of resurrection is expressed and illu-
strated with peculiar force through the ministry of these three. In the case
of Elijah there is the raising up of the Zarephath widow’s son from death
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to new life....Yet that crowning miracle was repeated in the ministry of
Elisha, in the raising of the Shunamite’s son. Indeed it was more than re-
peated. An even stranger thing happened: a dead man was suddenly
quickened into life again through contact with Elisha’s own corpse! But,
most amazing of all, there next comes Jonah'’s experience of something
stranger even than death, and stranger even than being brought back to
life— a resurrection not merely from bodily death, but from ‘the belly of
Sheol”!

Now take these three prophets together. Elisha died and was buried—
as Christ died and was buried. Jonah, in miraculous symbol, did more
than die and become buried; he went down into Hades itself, as Christ al-
so went into Hades. Elijah triumphantly smote assunder the waters of
Jordan (here a type of death), passed through them, and then ascended
to heaven—as Christ also overcame death, and then ascended to hea-
ven.

But look at these three men again. Elisha dies and is buried, yet in his
death gives life to another—as Christ, through his death, gives life to
those who come into union with Him. Jonah goes down into “hell” itself,
yet is brought up that he should not see corruption—as Christ himself
was not left in Hades nor suffered to see corruption (Acts ii. 27). Elijah, in
ascending, cast down his mantle and a “double portion of his spirit” so
that his follower on earth might do “greater works” than he himself had
done— as Christ also, when He ascended up on high, poured forth the
Spirit so that His followers might do the “greater works” of which He had
spoken.

Are all these correspondences quite fortuitous? Or were they not rather
designed—strangely clear yet strangely subtle—so that godly souls, will-
ing to be taught by God’s Spirit, might be enabled to perceive Divine
truths which could never be sought out by the wise and prudent of this
world? —J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore The Book

. THE DARKNESS SETS UPON THE NORTHERN KINGDOM, ISRAEL

Selected Northern Kings:
A. Elisha’s Prediction of Benhadad’s Death and Hazael’s Enthronement In

Syria (Il Kings 8:12-13; cf. | Kings 19:15-16; Hosea 13:16)

Benhadad’s long and energetic reign ended in 842 B.C. By 841 Hazael had
usurped the throne. Archaeology confirms this: On a pavement slab from Nimrud
(Calab) is Shalmaneser’s record of his attack upon Hazael (Haza’ilu) of Damascus.
Another text from Asshur reads: “Adadidri forsook his land. Hazael, son of no-
body, seized the throne.”

B. Jehu’s Reign (Il Kings 9-10)
1. Elisha has Jehu anointed, 9:1-37.

Jehu had a long reign. He was anointed (cf. | Kings 19:15-16) as the rough
instrument for the bloody task of exterminating the house of Ahab and Baalism.
The Baal religion was so unspeakably and viciously cruel that a person of Je-
hu’s relentless thoroughness was necessary.
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2. Joram, Ahaziah, and Jezebel were liquidated.
3. Zimri, 31, was a brutal murderer (I Kings 16:8-12).
4. Jehu’s Purge Continued (Il Kings 10:1-36).

By cleverness and ruthlessness Jehu wiped out the entire house of Ahab,
“seventy sons,” no doubt including grandsons, as well as the worshipers of
Baal. Jehu was similar to Elijah in his extermination of the priests and worshi-
pers of Baal, but there the similarities ended.

Jehonadab, the Rechabite, joined the purge. The Rechabites were a sim-
ple-living sect who strictly maintained the desert way of life, avoiding the cor-
ruption of urban living (I Chron. 2:55; Jer. 35).

(We actually have a “picture” of Jehu. Austen Layard found a Black Obelisk
of Shalmaneser lll, in the palace at Nimrud. It shows Jehu actually kneeling
before the Assyrian emperor. Following the prostrate king come Israelites bear-
ing gifts. The inscription reads: “Tribute of laua (Jehu), son of Omri. Silver,
gold, a golden bowl, a golden beaker, golden goblets, pitchers of gold, lead,
staves for the bed of the king, javelins | received from him.”

4. Hazael’s cruel career begins (Il Kings 10:32-33).

C. Jehoahaz And Jehoash, Kings Of Israel
1. Jehoahaz’ Reign, (Il Kings 13:1-9).

Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, was weak, and Israel was brought very low by Ha-
zael of Syria. He followed the bull worship at Dan and Bethel. The Asherah
was a replica of the Canaanite fertility goddess.

2. Jehoash’s Reign, (Il Kings 13:10-25)

Jehoash, also called Joash, warred successfully both against Syria and Ju-
dah and reestablished Israel as a real power for his son Jeroboam II.

(The death of Elisha is recounted, 13:20-21.)

D. Jeroboam Il (Il Kings 14)

Jeroboam Il of Israel advanced the power of Israel against Damascus, lifting
the northern kingdom to the peak of its strength and prosperity. This conquest of
Syria was possible because of the comparative weakness of Assyria.

Excavations at Samaria have confirmed the splendor of Jeroboam II's capital.
Jeroboam refortified the city with a double wall. The jasper seal of “Shema, ser-
vant of Jeroboam” with its magnificently executed lion, shows the effervescence of
art at this time. Ahab’s ivory palace was imitated by many of the wealthy of this
era, as ivory finds at Megiddo and other sites attest. (Cf. Amos 3:15; 5:11; | Kings
22:39.)

E. The Collapse of Israel (Il Kings 15:13-17:4)

Shortly after the reign of Jeroboam Il, Israel was convulsed with a period of
anarchy and regicide. As the Israelite kings were being killed by usurpers the As-
syrians under the mighty Tiglath-pileser Il had begun to swoop down upon Syria
even to the gates of Samaria. The only way the barbarous Menahem was spared
was by the payment of a huge sum as the bride and the heavy trimmed keep their
after. This transaction we know both from the Biblical record and the extensive
annals which Tiglath-pileser himself left for posterity. The Assyrian came down
against Israel and carried away certain captives from the Galillee region and took
them to the Assyria. About ten years later the Assyrians put the then reigning king,
Hoshea in prison for a time. On his release he foolishly rebelled again and aftera 3
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year siege, the wall was broken down and Sargon Il entered the city and carried
away all but the peasantry of the land. In line with the Syrian policy the Israelites
were settled in various parts of the Assyrian empire and other people were moved
into Israel to take their places in the care of the soil. The intermarriage of these
immigrants with the low class Israelites left behind produced a people known to
this day as Samaritans.

We have watched the reason for the captivity of the Northern kingdom unfold-
ing. From the time they had left Egypt until the present they had refused to obey
Moses and the prophets and made a practice of breaking the gracious covenants
of God. The darkness now completely covered the Northern kingdom. From here
on the nation must learn the meaning of obedience through captivity and punish-
ment.

lll. THE DARKNESS SETS UPON THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM, JUDAH

Selected Northern Kings:
A. Athaliah, Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel

In Jerusalem, Athaliah, mother of the late Ahaziah, sat upon the Davidic throne
briefly. She attempted to destroy all the rest of the royal family, even her own
grandchildren and children (Il Kings 11:1; Il Chronicles 22:10). One grand child,
Joash, escaped thanks to a god fearing aunt and a faithful priest, Jehoiada. Aat
about seven years old he began to reign. He inaugurated many sweeping
changes including the removal of any remnants of Baal worship and restored the
temple. Unfortunately he did not remove the high places and permitted the wor-
ship of the Asherah.

B. Joash
1. Joash (Jehoash) had a controversy with the priests over the repair of
the temple.

The new system of collection secured necessary funds for repairs, but not
for replacements (cf. 2 Chron. 24:7).

2. Joash’s Declension and Death.

Joash bought off Hazael by despoiling the temple, even taking Solomon’s
gold shields and replacing them with bronze. For his further spiritual decline
and his killing of Jehoiada’s son, see Il Chronicles 24:17-22. Joash’s own ser-
vants conspired against him and killed him.

C. Amaziah

Amaziah followed his murdered father, Joash, in the southern kingdom and
continued his basically good policies. He destroyed Edom but carried the nation's
God's home with him as booty and set them up in Jerusalem and worshipped them
along with Jehovah.

D. Uzziah

He reigned for 52 years. He was a good ruler and was helped much by a godly
prophet named Zechariah (Il Chronicles 26:5). He re-built Elath and subdued the
Philistines Aramians, and the Ammonites. His fame spread down to Egypt and
other nations. But he was cut down by pride. He intruded into the office of the
priesthood by burning incense upon the golden altar. He was warned that his ac-
tion was only to be done by the descendants of Aaron and he became furious and
refused to budge. He was divinely struck with leprosy even as he held the incense
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burner. He was the third and final biblical king to make the fatal error of assuming
the office of the priesthood. God rejected the first (Saul), took the son of the
second, Jeroboam, and here struck the third with leprosy. He died in this tragic
condition.

E. Ahaz

This young, arrogant 20 year old king experienced troubles almost from the
start of his sixteen year reign. He was threatened by an enemy alliance of Syria
and Israel. They wanted to punish him for his refusal to join them in an alignment
to stop the growing power of Assyria. A terrified young king was visited by Isaiah,
who assured him not to worry, for the plot would fail and those nations themselves
would within 65 years be destroyed (Isaiah 7:1-9).

It is in this context that we have the beautiful passage of Isaiah 7:14. God
(through Isaiah) invited Ahaz to ask him for a divine signed to prove his enemies
would indeed be destroyed as prophesied. The unbelieving king refused. Isaiah
then predicted that a sign would be forthcoming from God Himself to the entire
house of David (and not just Ahaz) proving God's might and love to all of Abra-
ham's seed. Thus did Isaiah predict the virgin birth of Christ!

Incredibly Ahaz turned his wicked heart to Baal worship, which included offer-
ing up his own children as burnt sacrifices to this devil-god in the valley of Hinnom,
right outside Jerusalem (Il Chronicles 28:1-4). Because of all this God allowed
many enemies to spoil his kingdom. Ahaz turned to Assyria.

F. Hezekiah

In his 29 years as king he became more wealthy than any other with the excep-
tion of Solomon. He re instituted animal sacrifices, organized the temple orches-
tral group, and celebrated the great Passover. It was the grandest Passover cele-
brations since Solomon's dedication of the temple 300 years before. 20,000 young
bulls and 17,000 sheep were slaughtered (Il Chronicles 30:21-27).

Hezekiah was stricken by a boil-like disease and told by God through Isaiah
that he would not recover because of his pride. The broken king turned his face to
the wall and pleaded for God to spare him. God heard and promised to add fifteen
more years to his life. (He was the only human being who ever lived who could, at
least for fifteen years, absolutely count on seeing another sunrise when he retired
at night).

He asked for a supernatural sign to prove this treatment would really work.

God granted him this, and moved the shadow on the royal sundial back ten points.
Il Chronicles 32:31 makes it clear that the miracle was a geographically localized
miracle, which did not involve a reversal of the earth's rotation. It probably, like Jo-
shua’s long day, was a supernatural continuation of sunlight and moonlight in cen-
tral Palestine.

When Sennacherib surrounded the city of Jerusalem (Il Kings 18:17; Isaiah
36:1), Hezekiah desperately prayed for the city. Isaiah reassured him that God
had already determined to slay Sennacherib and that he had nothing to fear from
the Assyrian sneers. Isaiah promised that not one enemy arrow would fall in Jeru-
salem. That very night the angel of the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian troops. Sen-
nacherib immediately returned to Nineveh and was soon murdered, just as God
predicted (Il Kings 19:36,37).

G. Manasseh
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The fourteenth ruler of Judah was, without doubt, the most unique king ever to
sit upon the northern or southern throne. He was king longer than any other of ei-
ther kingdom. He had the godly Hezekiah as a father. His grandson Josiah was
finest of all. He was the only wicked king to genuinely repent prior to his death.

He was the most wicked of all kings prior to his salvation.

Manassa started off badly. He rebuilt all the alters of Baal, set up a zodiac cen-
ter for the heathen worship of the sun, moon, and stars, sacrificed his own children
to satanic gods, consulted spirit mediums, and may have murdered Isaiah (tradi-
tion says he did). He was imprisoned temporarily by the king of Assyria and re-
pented while in prison and was forgiven by God. He was later allowed to return as
king of Judah and reigned for 55 years. He was succeeded by his son, Amon.

H. Josiah

The son of Amon and grandson of Manassa, his achievements stagger the
mind. He was the finest king since Solomon (Il Kings 23:25 “Now before him there
was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart, with all his soul,
and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any
arise like him.”).

He destroyed the old altars of Baal, dug up the bones of heathen priests and
offered them on their own alters. He repaired the temple, led his people in a mas-
sive repentance service, presided over one of the greatest Passover services of all
times, removed the shameful idol of the Asherah from the temple, tore down the
houses of male prostitutes, brought back to Jerusalem the priests of God, tore
down Ahaz’s pagan alters on the palace roof, destroyed those alters which Ma-
nasseh had built in the two courts of the temple, removed the shrines which Solo-
mon had built for his many wives, and tore down the altar and shrine at Bethel
which Jereboam | had made. When Hilkiah found the book of the law he tore his
clothes in terror and ordered Hilkiah to seek the counsel of the godly woman
prophetess concerning all this. Her name was Huldah, and she told him God had
already determined to judge his people. Because of Josiah’s love of God, he
would be spared all this as judgment would not fall until after his death.

. Zedekiah

The youngest son of Josiah reigned for eleven years. He was the last to rule,
but like his brothers, he was wicked. He muzzled the prophet Jeremiah, who suf-
fered much under the reign of Zedekiah: hated and plotted against, arrested by the
temple priest, whipped, and put in stocks for one night, almost murdered by a wild
mob, rebuked by a false prophet named Hananiah who said that Babylon would be
overthrown in two years. Jeremiah was arrested and thrown into prison charged
with treason, placed in the palace prison, placed in an empty cistern by some hot
heads. He was set free and in vain attempted to convince Zedekiah of the Baby-
lonian threat as God's divine punishment. During the final two years of Zedekiah’s
reign Jeremiah was again confined to prison. Zedekiah foolishly refused the coun-
cil of Jeremiah and rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar. On July 18, 586 B.C., Jeru-
salem totally collapsed. The captain of the guard burned the temple along with the
most private and public buildings. The walls of the city were torn down. Judah’s
exile was now complete. From this date on, until May 14, 1948 A.D., Israel as a
nation would cease to exist.
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‘Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.” Proverbs
14:34

ANevert helORDB did nottum from the fierceness of His great wrath,
with which His a nger was aroused against Judah, because of all the provocations
with which Manasseh had provoked Him. And the LORD said, "l will also remove
Judah from My sight, as | have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerus  a-
lem which | have chosen, and the house of which | said, 'My name shall be
there. 60

Il Kings 23:26-27

"Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely He is God who judges in the
earth." Psalms 58:11

il s rsaheall | bl ossom and bud, And f il llsatathe f ac e
27:6

“The Gentiles shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniqui-
ty; because they were unfaithful to Me, therefore | hid My face from them. | gave them
into the hand of their enemies, and they all fell by the sword. According to their un-
cleanness and according to their transgressions | have dealt with them, and hidden My
face from them. Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 'Now | will bring back the captives
of Jacob, and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and | will be jealous for My holy
name — after they have borne their shame, and all their unfaithfulness in which they
were unfaithful to Me, when they dwelt safely in their own land and no one made them
afraid. When | have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their
enemies' lands, and | am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, then they shall
know that | am the LORD their God, who sent them into captivity among the nations, but
also brought them back to their land, and left none of them captive any longer.”

Ezekiel 39:23-28

AMost assuredly, | say to you, he who hears
who sent Me has eve rlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has
passed from dedachh5242% o | i fe. 0O

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed
by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Chr-
ist, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to
demonstrate His righteousness...” Romans 3:21-25

iTo Him who | oved us and washed us from our
has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dom i-
nion forever and ever. Amen. 0

Revelatian 1:5-6
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IV. TABLES SHOWING KING, PROPHET, DATE OF REIGN, YEARS
REIGNED, CHARACTER, MANNER OF DEATH FOR NORTH AND SOUTH KING-
DOMS

KINGS OF ISRAEL
(NORTH, 10 TRIBES)

Date of Relation to Yrs. of Char- MANNER OF
Name Prophet

Reign (B.C.) Predecessor Reign acter DEATH
Jeroboam Ahijah the Shilonite | 931-910 22 Bad |Stricken by God
Man of God from
Judah
Old Prophet at Bethel
Iddo the Seer
Nadab 910-909  Son 2 Bad Murdered by Baasha
Baasha Jehu, of Hanani 909-886  none 24 Bad |Died
Elah 886-885  |Son 2 Bad |Murdered by Zimri
Zimri 885 Cpt of Char. |7 days |Bad |Suicide
Omri 885-874  |Army Capt. |12 Bad |Died
Ahab Elijah 874-853  |Son 22 Bad |(Wounded in battle
Elisha
Micaiah, son of Imlah
Unnamed Prophets
Ahaziah Elijah's Translation 853-852  |Son 2 Bad |Fell through lattice
Elisha
Joram Elisha 852-841  Brother 12 Bad Murdered by Jehu
Jehu Elisha 841-814  none 28 Bad |Died
Jehoahaz Elisha 814-798  [Son 17 Bad Died
Jehoash Death of Elisha 798-782  |Son 16 Bad Died
Jeroboam I | Jonah 793-753  |Son 41 Bad |Died
Amos
Hosea
Zechariah Hosea 753-752  |Son 6 mon. |Bad |Murdered by Shallum
Shallum Hosea 752 none 1l mon. |Bad |Murder. by Menahem
Menahem Hosea 752-742  none 10 Bad Died
Pekahiah Hosea 742-740  |Son 2 Bad Murdered by Pekah
Pekah Hosea 752-731  |Army Capt. |20 Bad |Murdered by Hoshea
Oded the prophet
Hoshea Hosea 731-722  |none 9 Bad |Deposed by Assyria
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Name

Rehoboam
Abijam

Asa

Jehoshaphat

Jehoram
Ahaziah
Athaliah
Joash
Amaziah

Azariah (Uzziah)

Jotham

Ahaz

Hezekiah

Manasseh

Amon
Josiah

Jehoahaz
Jehoiakim

Jehoiachin

Zedekiah
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Relation to Yrs. of

Reign (B.C.) Predecessor Reign

KINGS OF JUDAH
(SOUTH, 2 TRIBES)
Prophet  Date of
Shemaiah 931-913
Iddo the See 913-911
Azariah
Hananir 911-870
Jehu, son of
Hanani 873-848
Jahaziel
Eliezer
Obadiah
Elijah 853-841
841
Joel 841-835
835-796
Unnamed 796767
. 792-740
Isaiah
Ze(?hariah 750-732
Isaiah
Micah 735-716
Isaiah
Micah 716-687
Isaiah
Micah 697-643
NELTIGE 643-641
Unnamed 641-600
Jeremiah
Zephaniah
609
Hulda 609-598
Prophetess
Jeremiah
Jeremiah
Habbakuk\
Daniel 598-597
Unjah, son of
Shemaiah  397-586
Jeremiah
Daniel
Jeremiah
Daniel
Ezekiel

Son
Son

Son

Son

Son

Son
Mother
Grandson
Son

Son

Son

Son

Son

Son

Son
Son

Son
Brother

Son

Uncle

17
3

41

25

— o0

40
29
52
16
16
29

55

3 mon.

11

3 mon.

11

Char-
Acter

Bad
Bad

Good

Good

Bad
Bad
Bad
Good
Good
Good
Good
Bad
Good
Bad

Bad
Good

Bad
Bad

Bad

Bad

Manner of Death

Died
Died

Died

Died

Stricken by God
Murdered by Jehu
Murdered by Army
Murdered by servants
Murdered

Stricken by God
Died

Died

Died

Died

Murdered by servants
Wounded in battle

Deposed in Egypt
Died in Siege?

Deposed in Babylon

Deposed in Babylon

(Tables made by combining several tables from The BostonChristian Bible Study Rsources
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